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FHlumane Reaſon. 


SfhAg His lictle Pamphlet, . called Hi 
q mane Reaſon, b into my 
mind that ſaying of the. Mora-- 
MR 11, that every thing hath ew6 
| S234 Handles, For.f it be.true of any 
Us Dus, thing, 1t is true of this Boak. - 
Leſt therefore 1t ſhould be taken by the 
wrong Handle, and ſo p.ove miſchievous, I 
have thought fit. ( becauſe. the Aythor wall 
h A.3 not, 
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(6) 
not do ithimſelf) to do him that right to ex- 
plain the true ing of his words as near as 
Tcan gueſs it : and if I havedone it accord- 
wg to his mind, T expect he ſhould give me 
thanks for it ; but if I have miſtaken him he 


may thank himſelf, and may free himlf by *- 


better explaining his intentions. | 

His Deſign he faith was to ſearch for a 
Guide to Happineſs, and to communicate the 
effes of this ſearch to athers, if he thought 
1t might be profitable ; which it ſeems he doth 
thunk 1n that he hath publiſhed this Trafate, 

Before I go further, I will tell this Gene 
tleman a Story, by which he ſhall ſee how pro- 
firable a he hath found our. 

Travelling once where I was a meer ſtran- 


ger, Ienquired of a lufty Fellow Fhapaed to 


meet withall, which was the way to the next 
Town, who after he had once or twice look'd 
wiſely about him, and very conſiderately 
ſcratch'd his noddle, told me I muſt go by the 
Eſq; his houſe, _ 

ou may imagine ( Sir t I was ve 
well ford incy _ Dai Anſwer ; 2nd 
truly (Sir) you mult pardon me if I think 
the molt of Men no better inform'd inthe way 
to Happineſs by that direfion which. ( after 3 


your conſideration ) you have found out, aud * 


propoſed to them, 
For all that you have ſaid comes to no more 
then this, that every one amſt follow right 
OL 
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('7') 
Reaſon which 1s his dire& way. Now hethat 
doth not beforehand know wherein right Rea-- 
fon doth conſiſt ( as moſt of mankind do nor) 
will be-as much to ſeek in his way- notwich- 
ſtanding your diteCtions, as F was in:mine,. 


- not knowing whereabonts the Eſquitre's houſe 


was to which my wiſe Guide:direGed me,. / 

I cannot but be of this Gentlemans opinion, 
that by reaſon of the intricacies of the way to 
Happineſs to chooſe the right paths, and then: 
to-guide our ſelves in them, we had greatneed 
have a better eye-ſight then 1s left us by the 
fall of our firſt Forefather :. but how this 
conſideration ( after a long and ſerious debare 
thereof as this Author eth, p. 2.) brings 
no other Guide to hum but hus own Reaſon, . I 


mutt confeſs I amnotablefor my.lifeto under- 


ſtand, For I cannot apprehend that. Reaſon is 4 
better Guide, but the very fame that: was left 
us by the Fall ofour firſt Forefather, .' I. know 
of no other Guide that was: left us after. this 
Fall but Humane Reaſon, wherefore by tcl- 
ling us that we had great need haye a better 
Guide the- Author himfelf- hath refuted his 
whole Book; for then we -hayeneed of a bet- 
ter Guide then macs Rath on, Thus Truth 
will *out. ſometimes in ſpight, of a mans 


” teeth. 


For true it is, that our Reaſon got ſo great 

a bruiſe by 'that Fall, that to ſuppoſe. ( with 
this Gentlemap ) that every man's Reaſon 
A 4 © ſhould 


(8) 
ſhould rake ſuch direftions as it ought 2nd 
_— and purſue thoſe direftions with care 
conſtancy ; 1s a fuppolition jult as proba - 
ble, as to ſuppoſe, that every man living is wi- 
fer then Solomen:anda diſcourſe baile upon this 


( as this I am examining ſeems to be)" 


w1ll amount to no-more then this, That if the 
Sky falls we ſhall catch Larks, So chae our 
Author by noe telling us wherem righe Reaſon 
doth conſift , ſeems to be as ridiculous a 
Guide as he thar ſhould give a man that is to 
travel in 2 very intricate and unbeaten way, of 
_ ole uf not one ſtep, . no _— 

» $9 your Way and you 
> rey Shun bo Fu, robe ourneys 
end ; and as tus direQtion and fuppolal are no 


leſs ridiculous, fo I with wich all my heare 


they were no more pernicious intheir conſe- 
quence : but how: i cable they are, and 
how deſtrutive to-all Arts, Orders, and So- 
cieties, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate by 
plain inftances, ' 

For if every man muſt make uſe of no other 
Guide bur his own Reaſon ( ſuppole in caſes 
that concern hs life and eſtate ) and muſt take 
dire&tions onely trom himſelf, thoſe two Ho- 
nourable profeſlions of Law and Phyſick,would 


be altogether ufeleſs to mankind, and unpro-V- 


ficable ro the Profeſſors : bur becgule it 25 im- 
offible that every man ſhould have time, or 


eilure, parts, or conveniency, to underſtand 
either 


— Cm ooo eu nn oem oe, ZR, _ 
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©? bjwfll bath. Fool 20 bi Maſter,  Wemult 
ely then be govemn'd may bp aug tn: 


(py © - 
either ob theſe ſludigs ſa well as they . whoſe 
buſineſs and emp,oyment have mainly tended | 
that ways all their life rime ; all wiſe men 
think 1t convenient not to acquieſce wholly in 
their: own judgment in, .caſes of Phyſick and 
Law, but to conlult the Lawyers and Phyſici- 


ans. 

Neither is it ſufficicge to affright men from 
taking the Phyſicians advice , becauſe fome 
pollbly -have died of the Doors 3 nor from , 
conſulting the Lawyers, though probably too 
many have loſt their eſtates 5 #6) indireR 
councels and proceedings. - _ | 
- Theſamealſo holds 3s to Dwinury,. For Af - 
men were 2s careful of their ſouls 2s of their 
bodies andeſtates, they wouldthen in all difh-_ 
cult caſes of conſcience take the 2dvice of Di- 
vines, as frequeatly as they do of the. Judge or. 
the Door. 1n caſes proper xg them : 'Netcher 
would they conclude. ( with our, Author ) thae - 
becauſe probably. roo many, have been miſled . 
by $he cxrours: and ;deceits of others; there-. 
fore they muit kaye no other Guides to.them- 
(elves but their own Reaſons, 

Fox there 1s OR ORI0-- 
verb,.that will ſecure every wile man from. 
this conclalion, it. He phat i onely raught. by, 
BOL 


aſpns excluſively,caken fron all other helps ; 
for. this would, at once, deſtroy al the duet; 
\S- 
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09 
Profeſſions of our Nation, We might then 
burn all our Studies and our Books, and pull 


down all our Colledges and Inns of Court and: 


Chancery ; nay , the Charter-houfe and the 
Royal Sociery it (elf, as well as all Schools 
of good Learning would be altogether uſeleſs, 
if without theſe advantages we.could ſuppoſe 
every man wiſe enough to guide himſelf onely 
by his own Reafon, Neither could any Laws, 
Order , or. Society be long maintain'd, was 
every man. reſolved (with this Gentleman ) 
to have no other Guide, 
Thus put-the Caſe in any Society whatever 
(er it be Charter-houſe it ſelf) if the Maſter 
d ( as I ſuppoſe his duty is) take care 
that the Laws and. Orders of--the 
ſhould bepreſeryed, executed and obeyed by 
every Member of it, ſhould any. peeviſh per- 
ſon 11. it refuſe t#pay obedience to them-upon 
this prerence,thar he is to be guided only by his 
own Reaſon, I to this Author himſelf 
whether he would be ſatisfied with this anſyer; 
ot whether he would _ it lay in hus power) 
- rurnſucha refractory Fellow out of hisſociety 
unlefs he did conform himſelf to-che Orders and 
Statutes of it? If not 1t would be impoſſible for 
him to maintain the Society :- if he would ex- 


pel him, heclearly. proves that the Principle * 


011 which he ſeems to build his whole Book, is 
not to be allow'd to any perſon that is ſubjeR 
tothe Laws of ay Society, LE 


"Dd 


(1) 

_ I He ſhall ſay that therefore he added thoſe 
limitations ( if ir take ſuch dire&tions as it 
ought and may do , &c, ,) I would fain know 
in any Society who ſhall be Judge whether or 
no every Member of it doth rightly limit his 
Reaſon, ſhall the Perfon himnſel or the Go+- 
vernour of the: Society ? IF the perſon himſelf 
then the limitations ſignifie nothing, and 'the 
Society would ſoon ſignifie as little ; if the - 
Govyernour muſt be ſo far Judge as to punith 
thoſe Attions that are done contrary. to the 
Statutes and Orders of the place , then why 
ſhould not the Governors of the Church be al- 
lowed the ſame power ?:I cannot ſee any Rea- 
ſon at all unleſs were arrived at thatmad- 
nels tothink it indifferent whether the Church 
be.diffolyed or upheld, or whether we-have 
any Religion in our Nation or noneatall. 

I would not be: one -of that namber who - 
ſhould .difpnte againſt the os and privt- 
ledges of Humane Reaſon; for no man..laves 
Reaſon better then my felf : nor would I affert 
any ſuch Priviledge to exempt men from Laws 
or from the publick exerciſe of Religion. For 
I think nothing can be more unreaſonable : and 
yet I am deceived if I haye not proved that 
this Afſertion ( which is the whole.ſum of onr 
Authors Book ) ts of-that nature. [ 

But he hath one killing Ar t that:(like 
a two-edged Sword ) . doth execution: both : 
ways , with which he ſtrikes all dead = 
; - 


(r2 } 
dare oppoſe him, And: this it is, p4 

© They that _ moſt againſt R 4; do 

< it becauſe their own Reaſon. perſwades 
_ them torhar belief, &'. 

This is jultſuch a mortal Argument as the- 

Papiſts uſe, to prove that the Church is the 
onely Rule 'of Faith, For (ſay they ) whoſo- 
denies this and aſſerts the Sriooune to bethe 
Rule of Faith can have- no Authority nor 
Ground for their Belief of the Scripture bur 
the Authority of the Church : and therefore 
we ought to believe as the Church teacheth 
45,. and not as the Scripture, 

But the Anſwer is not very hard to be made 
eo'the Romanifts, Ir 1s true indeed, the rea- 
Eviſte? we belieye the four Goſpels and the 

ſtles ro be the Writings of thoſe Divinely- 

ATred perſons,. whoſe Names they'bear, mutt 
bethis, becauſe they haye been ſoreveived by 
the Church in all Ages, and the reaſon /why 
we believe thoſe Miracles were.dviie as they 
are rdated.in Scripture, muſt be from the con- 
ſtant Teſtimony of the UniverG@l-Chutch, and 
from ON Cw Act po As Ft 


Jha hear by God, and con- 
rp Ss Rte by which we 
are to walk : the Authority of the 


Church onely Alraves tothe Soils as an 
abfaliible Rule, and leaves ns there to w_ 
| 1 rom. and.not by the Church any 
ther 


muranks rc agreeable to the 


Cotfts. 


( 


_- 
_ ——_— 
A 


—— 


—_ 
Wha _—_—  — —CC——— 
- 


- . 
oY 
& If 


(r3) 
Commands of God contained in. the Scri- 


F Meier is the Anſwer much different, nor 
much- more difficule to our Authors dead 
doing Demonttratien ; for-though Reaſon mult 
direct us toa Rule by which weare to aR, yer 
when.we have once found out ſuch a —_ /a$ 
I aſlures us fron ——_ 
to govern. our ſclyes no longer by our 
4 Reaſon,. but by our Reaſon guided by 
that Rule, and to act thoſe things ( not that 
Reaſon. onely doth. dire& us) bur fuch Oy 
as our le Rale commands us. -- | 
So that we ſee Reaſon is ſo far from 
our onely Guide, thar- it direQly leads.us to 


| the Scriptures end leaverns: ae ently 


which-it confefleth.thar xt (cf ought 
tobe guided 


If the Author ſhall now ſay that Thave mi-. 
ſtaken his Notion, and that his intention in this. 
Book was onely to bring Men into-their right = 
wits, and make Men confider the reaſonab 
neſs of che ion of che Churchof England, 
and. y conform thenſſclves to it © I- 
Ce __— —— 
with he had made this Defign more apparent, . 

rags wry 


thac our Difſencers Lay 
the miſtake of his and have conſtrued 


«to the all Diviſions : andithar- 


- ke. had not grven by the whole contrivane- 4 


(14) 

his-Book ſo jult caufe of this ſcandal to then: 

For the Book hath in moſt parts 2 double 
face, that (like Fanxs his) looks two dire&ly 
contrary ways at once ; and therefore we ma 
Juſtly Upett a double mind . and ſome double 
1n the Author: but this -Lmult needs 
fay for him, that he-hath ingenioufly contriy'd 
it 3 for (like anarmed Amazonian beauty ) it 
caſts 2 pleafing look, and ſeems to {mile upon 
every. one that looks on it, and yet it bears a- 
bour it the Inſtruments of death, 

I onely make this myrequeſt to him, if he 
writes again, that. he-would ſhow the world 
more of his honeſty, thougtleſs of his inge- 
nuity, by ſpeaking plain truth, but not Ora- 
cles that may be interpreted to comply with 
contradiftions ; and leſt he ſhould miſtake my 
Deſign, I will deal plainly and tel} him what 
it is, viz. to do the duty of an honelt Eng-- 
liſh Gentleman,and a good Chriſtian by doing 
| my endeayours ( according tomy. ſmall abi- 

lies) to preſerve the Umty of the Church 
of England into which I was baptized, 1 
ſhall therefore endeavour to free the minds. of 
all impartial .Readers from thoſe miſtakes that 

ght aniſe from this Book Iam now exami- 
ng; To which end becauſe ſome may perhaps 
be drawn ineo- a maze-.by reading it,.. (as the 
Author. was in writing it ) 'E ſhall endeayour 
to ſhow them the way out of it by walking 
along qwith: them ſtep. by ftep, and fo _ 
thena,. 


—»  - wA©A wo DE —— _ 
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(5) 
them ſee the way back again by che ſame 
as they were at rl dino &.” And wt 
my. Task. | 


"The Gentleman foreſecing ( as well' he 


- might) chat - Objetions would be raiſed 
agamit him inxks 


firit place, applies himſelf 
I egy a cs oh Chncatiay 
jo, 1. He » © That many 

« of the- greateſt Wits haye by following 

« their own Opinions the Cata- 

* logue of Herefies, To this ke anſwers, 

*« That theſe Men either followed not their 

** own Reaſon but their Wills, or firſt hud- 

«© winkt their Reafon-. by: intereſt and preju- 

** dice or paſſion, &'c. .. 

All this I eaſily grant is truth : but now I 
appeal to this Author himſelf whether he doth 
not believe that the number of thoſe that fol- 
low their Wills more then their Reafons, that 
are blinded with intereſt, prejudice orpaſſion, 
that are wanting 1n qualiheations to 
inform themſelves in: matters of Religion, or 
that are capable of being deceived by tome one 
- - of cauſes, " elſe ou — 
of- their underſtanding. does far ex e 
number of thoſe..that- are wiſe , ſober and 


* tearned? If hemuſt affirmthat he doth believe 


it, why. then would he have every man left #6 
be' guided. by his own Reaſon >- which is the 
beſt way-ro preyent Hereſies, for the Magiſtrates, 

£6 


(16) 

to let their Subje&ts follow their own walls 
2nd paſſions,c7. ( the greateſt yur of. whuch., 
they. muſt know will thereby be expo- 
ſed to irreligion. and Atheiſm -as well as all 
kind'of herche and debauchery ) or elſe co re- 
ftrain them by moderate penalcies within the 
pale and limits of the beſt and moſt Chraſtian 
. Church inthe world #: .:: 4. 7 
+ Bur (faith our Author.) 1t 35nogreat mat- 
ter for falling inco' hereſies by the weakneſs of. 
their underſtanding. 

For” (faieh he: pag. 4.) © They: are neither 
- Churtfuleo es nordthers;- - © 
- ' Buthold: (Sir, 1beſeech you)! Lhad always 
from excuſing a fault that «\made 3t much 


greater: Go that the weakneſs of the underiiand-- . 


meg, if it might have been remedied by our 1n- 
duſtry and humility, . will in no wile. excuſe us 
for hereſie-: Nay, 'I alſo thought that ſuppo- 
fing our ognorance-that leads-3nco 2Dy crime 
was invincible, and: chereforg the 3 might. 
not be damnable: rows ; yer it-omght chance 
to be ( 25 this of herefic eſpecially. 15) very. 
hurrful, nay. damnable ro others by leading 
them into 1t after ourexample, forwhach they. 
could have noexcuſe but theirown folly. 

* \ Lalways therefore thought 1T a very great 
duty #y &Gentlemao to abſtain from comerion . 
and frandalous vices; notonely; for fear-of us 
own. danger,. bur. for fcar- of :endangoring 0- 


ther; 


Od if (AAR, 
(17) 
rn: naſe know ary led by the 
. examp Nobility and Gentry, then by 

the Precepts of the Clergy though they ſhould 
ſpeak like Gods, or live like Angels. There 
being then ſo much dauger from hereſies, it 
behoverh all perſons ſeriouſly to confider whe- 
ther their weakneſs of Ing ( oy 
whach they are led into errours, and by whi 
this Gentleman would excuſe all herefies) does 
nor proceed from their own wills ; and w 
they are not tgnorant, becauſe they will not be 
bereer inform'd? For if their errours and weak- 
neſs do proceed from their obſtinate, perverſe, 
and contumacious reſiſtance of authority, this 
turns even the leaſt of errours into the moſt 
damnable and worſt of herefies. And this I 
heartily refer to the ſerious conſideration of 
all thoſe that ſeparate from the Church. ob 
England, as they tender the publick peace, and 
W of the Nation, or the eternal ſafety of 
their own or other mens ſouls, that they ex- 
amine themſelyes impartially whetherevyer 
did inform themſelves c ng that whic 
they diſlike in the Church ; and if they did 
not, let them do it ſpeedily , and fincerely, 
For otherwiſe they will be guilty of ſpeaking 
evil of thoſe things which they underſtand not , 
and of wilful Schiſm and Hereſie, 

As for that which our Author ſaith,. That 
* to relie upon the Church was to.add perpe- 
*« twity and univerſality to our Errours, _ < 


(18) 

It is nothing atall ro as of the Church of 
England; fince I amſure the worlt of: her E- 
. nemies cannot accuſe her of enjoyning the be- 
lief of any Errour, If they can, let them:do 
it, and Iwill promiſe them if it cannot be an- 
ſwered fully and ſatisfa&orily to any unpreju- 
diced judgment, I'my ſelf will give them pub- 
lick for their information, If they” 
cannot accuſe her of any Errour inall hzr Do- 
&rine, certainly ir muſt be a piece of *the 
greateſt folly (not to a. contumacy ) to 
concinue in- a: wiful breach of her Commu- 
mon, 


\ The Second Objef;on which he endeayours 
to hit off, is, 
< The frailty , uncertainty and diſpropor- 
*« tion. of Divine Truths to our underſtand- 
* 1Ng, @'c. fag, 5,6. « : 
I ſhall not quarrel with him as to the main 
of his Anſwer. to this Obje&ion : but I can» 
not agree with: him in ſaying as he: doth, 
* That every mans ſoul hath in it ſelf ſo much 
*light as 1s requiſite for our travel towards 
* Heaven, pag. 5, For this I apprehend 
to, be down-right Pelagianiſm, an here 
fie long ſince condemned by St. Auguſt, and 
the concurring Votes of the whole Church ; - 
or if it be not Pelagianiſm, ſure-L am it1s a 
much worſe hereſje,if not the very renouncing 
of Chriſtianity, What luck the Gentleman had 


£0 


_. 


(19) 
to excuſe; Hereſie juſt in the Iaſt- paragraph 
ſince he falls into 1t himſelf in this ! God help 
the weakneſs of his underſtanding !. bur per- 
haps he will tell us that he doth not believe ir 
an Hereſte, notwithſtanding it is condemn'd by 


/ the Church, or contrary, to the Chritian Re- 


% 


ligion, - - But Sir, what would you ſay if it be 
condemned by Humane Regſon ? Surely then 
you will confeſs it an Hereſis. Therefore that 
'0u may be conyinced,, be pleas'd to look back 

t three Pages, and you will find it direRly 
contradiQtory to what that Book tells us, p4. 2. 
1, 14. That ** to guide him 1n the right way, 
* one had great need of a better Guide then 
* that which was left us by the Fall of our 
* firſt Forefather, Burt what need (I pray 
you Sir) is there > when you your ſelf cell us, 
* That every mans Soul hath in it ſelf fo much 
* light as 1s requiſite for our travel towards 
« Heaven, 

Is not this-a ſufficient Example of the frailty, . 
and uncertainty of Humane Reaſon? ſince this 
Author who 1s the greateſt pretender to at 
( even in that Book in whuch he makes it his 
buſineſs to perſwade others to, follow it and 
nothing elſe ) doth fo readily Full into ſo a 
parent an Hereſie -and contradiQion to himſelf, 


" though by his Book ( in which he hath ſo well 
manag'd ſo 1]l a cauſe ) we muſt acknowledge 
him to have 'the adyantage of moſt men un 
{trength of Reaſon, 


Is 


= 


(20) 

Is not this enough to abate our overweening 
confidence in our own opinions, and make us a 
little afraid how we follow ſo uncertain a 
Guide as our own:Reaſon,which hath ſo palpa- 
bly deceryed our Author ? 

This I do acknowledge to him , that | 
God's Free-grace and , concurring With 
the Miniſtry of the Gol, every man hath 
fufficienc Light to ſhow him-the way to Hea- 
yen, if he will uſe thoſe Helps which God 
hath prepared for him to that e : but 
as for his direton that we mult ſeek Truth in 
the centre and heart of our ſelves, if he gives 
It univerſally to. all Men and: concerning all 
Fruths ( as he feems to do in that he hath not 
at all limited it) he might as well have bid 
men ſearch there for all the demonſtrations of 
Eudlid, _ they never had time, nor edu- 
cation enough to make them- underſtand ſd 
-muctt as one of the molt ordinary operations 
* in Arithmetick, nor one "Mathematical Defi- 
nition or poſlulatum, And he had as hood 
damn ſuch a man to the centre of the Earth as 
to ſet him to ſearch. for Mathemarticks in the 
centre of himſslf, in which. there is nothing 
bur guts, and the moſt of men would have as 
pleaſant a ſearch for Divine Truths in the cen- 
tre of themſelyes, and as ſure they would be ' 
ro find 1t there, as the Augurs of old-were to 
find out future events by poring on the guts 
and garbilh of brute beaſts. For-1s not he 
(think 


(2t) 
(think you) very likely to find all Divine 
Truths 1n the bottom of” ts heart which are 
contain'd in Og ES, who 15 not able 
for his heartzo und ſenſe when he reads 
it in other Authors, nor one word of the ge= 
area a For er Me 
or my part, lama opinion 
that fince Truth 1ies in the bottom, our. Au- 
chor ſhould have bid than ſearch not in the 
centre bat in the bottom of themſelves for it, 
and then to be ſure ( if there was any Truth 
w9.he Bone) they muſt of neceſſity ſmell ic 
on nah ES. 
on E.ro 
i back oh Reader : unleſs 
ior 


- with new Light any” lead them into all 


Truth, whi Ry OE OY OO? 
further anſwer. , .. hi 


The third 0bje#. is that ahi he himſelf 
calls the moſt cragical Argument againſt him, 
p4g. 6. vit. 

** That an unverſal li of particular 

« mens.diſcourfes ey; 6 A, En Re-' 

* ligions as there are:men, which wauld be 
* incoaſitent with the peace of all: Socie: 

"ries. 

Which' he endeavours to ſhift off by the 
Examples of the differenc "RI 


: (zz) 

Philoſophers. For (ſaith he) there were 
* not fewer SeQts in Athens then in Am(ter- 
* {am or London : and yet this variety of opi- 
«*«nions, neither begat any civil War in Greece, 


© neither was there any Inquiſition, nor Highs \._ | 


commiſſion to prevent it, 

This Evaſion is like a great deal more of 
his Book, meer ſuppoſition. For I belieye ic 
will puzzle this eman to prove, that all 
thele Sets amonglt the Athenzans did do any 
oy more then diſpute theſe things in the 
publick Schools onely to exercife their Wits 
and improve their Reaſons, -to make” Truth 
TT Cone 

ars Mm t t 
le how to Tefend is 
* As now it 1s and ( Ibcheve) ever was in 


our Univerſities, where all or moſt of thoſe + 


Queſtions are commonly diſputed in the 
lick Schools that wan hen acipabd _ 
«hens ; to the end that Scholars having heard 
all Objetions themſelyes, might be 
the more able to defend Truth when they 
came abroad into the world ; So that he that 
calls theſe Sets in Athens, may as well fay, 
that there are as many Setts 1n Cambridge or 


Oxford as there are Queſtions difputed in their» 


lick Exercifes : which would amount to 
ome thouſands every year, For as our LUm- 
verſities do allow ot at leaſt permie all ſorts of 


Diſputations and - Queſtions freely to be de- 
dias bated 


their Religion*: . 


\ 


[ 
; 


C 
: 


| 


SS” © #*' was a" 


(23) 

bated in their hop and cn in 2 
Language not underitood among com- 
mon people, but yet would make a ſevere ex- 
ample ( as far as their power can extend ) of 
him that ſhould preach to the pry 

contrary to the Orthodox Religion bf hed 
in our Church and Nation, and ſhould endea- 
vour to draw Parties after him ; ſo m__ 
the Greeks and Romans 1t is moſt probable 
that the Cuſtom was the ſame, For we are 
ſure, that whatever their Diſputes were in 
their Academies and Schools of Learning , 
they had their ſtated Ceremonies and ways of 
Worſhip as well as their particular Deities, 
which it was in no Wiſe lawful for any one 2- 


| m—_ them to dare to contradi& in their Diſ- 
es 


or Orations to the common le: 
and though this Gentleman ſo pertly ſaith, that 
they no Inquiſitzon nor High-commiſſion, 
yer Court of Judicature they had wherein 
a did condemn all Innovators in matters of 
Religion, and puniſhed thoſe that were noto=- 
rious even with capital puniſhments, 

Now that I do not ſpeak this by meer 

poſition and gueſs (as this Author doth molt 
things he herefſaith) I ſhall give you the te= 


.ſtimony of Foſepbus ( an Author-whole word 


may go as far as this Gentlemans ) who abour 
the lxxer end of his ſecond Book, avaint y 
pion tells us thus. 
< Plato commanded all his Citizens —__ 
| y 


| a am as 


(24) 


R__—_ his Laws, and that they ſhould 


«perſiſt in the unalterable xv 4 = 
«them : But » dpelonies Melon 


| hone anther) —_— ohm 


* receiving of ftrabge . 
« Opinions ec Rell not only we 
*« bur moſt 3 all the os do 
* the 3 the Lacedemonisns did expel all 


«« ſtrangers 3 ; neither did they permit their Ci- 
_ * Ulzens to trayel into ſtrange Countreys, fear- 
ing thatby both theſe ways heir Laws mighe 

a: 2 =; raed Apolionins was ignorant how 
«« matters ſtood with ip Athenians ( and 
WeeOFrE Author of Humane Reaſon was much 
ignorant of them) ©* who boalt their 

«CG ons qa for all Nations ; for they did 


ſeverely and without all mercy, puniſh * 


« thoſ. that did but ſpeak any word againſt 
* their Gods. 
Rutr anc, this Gentleman , ** Every one in 
« Greece enjoyed his Opinion with more ſafety 
«and "os then either his Goods or his 
« Wife, pag. 9. But if he means the 
rofeſſion of his Opinions, how notorious an 
Do he hath told us, will be evident from 
che-uampes che one Joſeoves ves us.in the 
* we ( faith he ) was pur 
nas = b inking Hemlock, ——_ he 
* was acculcd - my > corrupted young 
« and contemned the Laws and Religion in of 


* his Country. Auax4goras for that he affirm'd . 


the 


5 


. fleaing 2 


(25) 
* the Sun (which the Athenians worſhipped 
« for a God) to be a fiery ſtone, was ſentenced 
*rodie; ' They alſo proclaimed, that whoe- 
« yer would kill Diagoras of Melzs ſhould be 


« rewarded with a Talent for his labour, onel 


« becauſe this Diagoras was (aid to deride 


0 their Myſteries; Protagoras alſo had by 


*« them been taken and put'to death had he not 
* made a I quick eſcape, onely for that they 
« {appo ro have written cerrain doubts 
__ * concerning the Heathen Gods. 

What then would have become of our Au- 
thor, who endeavours to excuſe Atheiſm had 
- lived in Athens, and enjoyed no other 

of Opinions then they allowed ? 

ar leſt he ſhould object any thing againſt 
To ephus his Teftimony, the Come Is e- 

__ beyond all -exceptions , by fo 

oody perſecutions of the Chriſtians both: a- 


| = the Greeks and Romens, How much 


were. they of all Innovations in Reli- 

gion when the mioſt cruel. Tortures that the 

wit and malice of men could invent,” as Racks, 

Gybbers , Gridirons , red-hot Pincers, and 

Ag were daily inflifted upon Chri- 

ſtiansonely becauſe they taught a new Relt- 
10n ? 

This was that great | Freedom (as this Gen- 
tleman''calls it ) that was allowed to Diſſen- 
ters the, ancient Heathens,  .I do nor 
wiſh our Author ſhould meet with the ſame 

| B though 


(26) 
ER. ſo muchpleas'd with it, 
ant ah here was LL jon nor High- 


AVE 4/ondonng, aha confident to aſſert things 


thus palpably falſe, which he ( and every one . 
aſe) muſt kn kn 


m_ ow to be fo, unleſs he knows 
No of any Hi ? 
my ſe this oe one of thoſe Truths 


which he ſmelt out from the bottom , wx, 


|  <* That this quiet and happineſs which, was en- 


* joyed four thouſand years amongſt the Hea- 


| < then continued ſo] and ſo uninter 


<* becauſe every man following the rules of his 
« own 1 ne, allowed that 1: 


to. 0- 
< thers, Whi he found {6 nevelary. ts or him- 


«ſelf, as.he ſaith, pag. od in 
Ray oe ce Reſon one ET: 
ey were 
he; blk Uni of Reli Ta by hs vo 
OE their Lava, For Ithink Imay juftl 
challenge our Author to ſhow me tand 
any of the ancient Heathens __ 
lick. colexation & IS ; Hough 
{-if he could'prov 
to follow ther: Ex Ex: beat we _— a 
Politive and ſtared R en nrruer-r 
@ molt clear and u 
our Goyernours:ought to eſtabliſh and main- 
22in;z;{q that. he hath (aid to the 
., iris evident by the conſent of the 


whole world , that were there not Laws ro 
IC 


reyehtion, which . 


CADRE AGED. ea. 


CARGO. A. 


(27) 
reſtrain particular mens pubtick diſcourſes ; 
there world foon be as many Religions as 
there are men ; and * the Argument remains 
as trapical as ever it did. For 1t appears 
the Vores of all Nations, that varieties = 
alterations in Religion were always 
0g EE with the publick peace and 
As for that ſlie infinuation with which he 


conchades _—— ( p42 10.) © That 
*« eyen the Stoicks elves that enſhv'd the 
*« Will, durſt neyer atrempe this violence to 


' I would fair know of this Gentleman whe« 


ther the Chnrch of England goes about to en- 
flave any mans und > hath notevery 


one in her Communion 2 of 
what he pleaſes > All char the Church 
England enjoyns us, is, that we ſhall worſhip 
God decently and orderly, and ſhall conſenc 
to the Atricles of the Chriſtian Faith, andnor 
ed ES 
venus ; bur for peace quictly 
Ef do tha, and to her moſt moderace Diſci= 
pline. I appeal eyen to this Author himſelf, 
whether the Members of any Society i the 
world either Heathen or Chriſhan have 2 


_ freedom gen 
Kangings chen- thoſe of che of 'Eng- 
land * If he cannot produce-me:any that have; 
cho wie purpſ® cock ballet Engl 
2 mea 


k ys - 
- «a 
— 
— 


(28) 
men of molence.to their underſtandings > un- 
leſs it be fortiter calumniari ut liquid hareret ; 
which is a praQtiſe ſo much below a Gentle- 
man, that ſure our Auther ſhould be aſhamed 
of it, or elſe he is a Thame to the Honoura- 
ble Title of an Engliſh Gentleman, 
. . I pray you Sir, tell me upon your reputa- 
on _ you meant , and . m__ you 
os 4 > I3. It you 
xn the up "_ Engin, Tra tell _ 
that you do not know any er, though 
ſhe be your own Mother. 7» 

Doth the Church of England teach her Fol- 
lowers to damn all that are not of their way? 
{o far is ſhe from ir, and ſo prodigiouſly cha- 
ritable, that ſhe doth not exempr eyen thoſe 
chat die in a wilful ſeparation from her ( unleſs 
they be actually excommunicated) from Her 
molt Chriſtian form of burial , in which ſhe 
profeſieth to hope of their ſalvation. 

Is there any Son of the Church of £ngland, 
char —_— ſome _—_ ( that are the inſe- 
parable. c ons -of Humane nature ) do 
Cds Som the Conmunionof wel Lo 
ſent Church, or the hope of the future ? 

And as for that which he ſaith, that then 
we could not be fo cruel to perſecute thoſe 
faults to which God is ſo merciful, and from * 


| (.z5) 
with contumacy, and contempt of Authority, 
and does not. eyery Society in the world 
the ſame ? If then he will needs call this cruel. 

and perſecution, he nor onely accuſeth our 
Church ,, but all the Nattons of the world 
of thoſe hard words. 

He might (I think ) well have ſpar'd all 
that Diſcourſe ( from p. 10,tothe 14.) abour 
the cauſes of ſo much bloodſhed fince the Re- 
formation, unleſs he intended to make the Re- 
formation guilty of all the bloudſhed ever 
fince 1t firſt began, However, ſure I am, he 
cannot lay it at the door of our Church; fince 
there is none of her true Sons, thateverwas ſo 


III CY of thoſe Cauſes which 
he gives of it. 


As for is confident affertion- with which he 
concludes that, Seftion, Tr is much more 
plicable to the Papiſts and Fanaticks then: to 
the truly reformed. For there are no met 
living that ſo much tye infallibility to what 
they think Truth, and Damnation to what they 
think Errours -as they do at Reme and & 
and ſuch amongſt us, who have liſted 
ſelves under their Banners, 

As for his peaceable Doctrine he fo mich 
boalts of, p. 11, & 22. viz, | | 

«« That every man ſhould, be: ſuffered qui- 

© etly to enjoy his ewn Opinion ; and his 

« gwn Opinion is this, that he ſhould ſuffer 

© others to do.the ſame. 
B. 3 


(30) 

As to the firſt-parr of it ; I anſwer it is 
granted him. ; 

For there 1s no Society in the world that 
can take notice of matters of meer opinuon : 
but when thoſe Opinions break out into pra- 
Qtiſe, ſo as todiflurb the publick peace, or ar 
keaſt to endanger 2 diſturbance , when men 
make uſe of them to draw parties after them, 
and to make Fattions in 2 Nation, then thoſe 
Goyernours muſt be blind that will not ſee to 
ſuppreſs them. And this is not puniſhing men 
- pn but = Pradtiſes in __ 

op Opinions, w 
; > 67 Songs lick fafery. 

As for the ſecond Part of it, that eyery 
man ſhould have that Opinion 2 ted 11 
him to ſuffer all others to enjoy eheir Opi- 
RiONS. 


to uppole this to be, or that it ever can be the 
Opinion of every man, For if men do fin- 
cerely believe, thar their Opinion is the Truth 
- and neceflary to Happineſs , then they muſt 
alſo think themſelves bound to propagate it to 
all others. 
But Secondly, Could we _ this Opi- 
- non to be in every man, yet this wonld not 
maintain the peace of 2 Nation, if there were 
no Laws, to.reftrain men from being led by 
their paſſions and intereſt to a&t contrary to 


their Opinions. For 1 appeal to themſelves to 
know 


-.Lanſwwer, Firſt, That it is almoſt impoſſible 


\ a 


from them even with capual cal priſhres: 
Which are both fo 2 apparent to all the werld, 


amburl and'th will ſoon: ſhow 


(31) 
know whether the Papiſts. and Presbyterians: 
do not a contrary to their own Principles in 
promoting 2 toleration of all Opinions ? IE 
they dare deny it, it will be cafily prov'd a- 
gainſt them, For the grand Turk doth 
not more violently perſ&cute the Chrilluans, 
then both theſe do all ſuch as differ fromthe 
in Religion, where they have power ho 
do it, - Witneſs the Inquiſition at this day in- 
Spain & Italy ;and the praGtiſe of the other party 
in New-England, where they punuth Diſſenters 


pale be ACes of braſs that dare $0 


a vg h now whilſt are entangled 
andrea b wy Hh ay 


and tame . (like theTion an the.aceJ 
tural inclinations 4 d fall Hon 


&f tearing and praaran all ochers that and 


1 their way. 
, Thurdly,, That it will be = ther as hard 
a men ro molt men to be held by Law from: 
ating in R chgion contrary to-our Authors 0- 
pinion, which he would have univerſal, 3s it 
FA for them to be kept to an uniformity an 
Do&trine, Diſcipline aad Worſhip. So thar 
this Opinion without Law is tut a rope of 
Sand, which can never hold men together in. 
peace and unity, But this LOG (Teh __ — 
monltrate afterwards, 


| *=x 


(32) 


The Fourth Obje#ion he would anſwer is 


this, p. I4, , 
*« That if we guide our ſelves wholly by 
- * our own Reaſon, we ſhall difer from our 
*« ſelves as well as all others, and change 
.-* our Religion as ofcen as our Habits, 

To which the Author anſwers, p. 15. that, 
** He cannot conceive that the fear of this ſcan- 
. -- «dal obligethus to a blind and unalterable ob- 

** ſeryance of thoſe Laws and Opinions, to 
* which. either the fate of our Bifth and Edu- 
Cation or other accidents have engaged us. 
+. Truly nor I, neither ; For hath not every 
one 2 liberty either to a& according to the 
Laws he lives under, or elſe to ſuffer the pe- 
naldics appointed by them, or elſe to lave 
that place and Country in which thoſe Laws 

#4n force ? What need then of any ſuch 

. blind obedience 2 I proteſt Ido not underſtand 
_ -2t, any more then I do conceive how all thofe 
| , 'Schiſms , Faions , and Debauche- 
ries (to Which every man is expos'd who 
guides himſelf wholly by his own Reaſon 
are onely a ſcandal ( as this Gentleman cal 
them )) and not aual and damnable fins. 

SureI am, they are ſo accounted by St. Paul 


| - and Sr. Peterin their Epiſtles ; but it may be 


this Author's Hzmane Reaſon doth not lead 
him to confult the Sacred Scriptures. 

But this he excuſes,p.18,%c. by ſaying that, 
< If after all our induſtry and humility , = 


AMAA. Ras. Da How 
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(33} 
* be our 1] fortune to giveaway a.Truth tor 
2 Fallhood, it will be at the worſt, bur an 
* Errour by chance-medley, and will find, 
« nay evenclaim mercy from God, and de- 
* ſerve pity from Men, 

In anſwer to which, I ſhall ſay no more bur 
this, That there is nothing but invincible ig- 
norance that can poſſibly excuſe the breach of 
a known Law, if the matter of it be neither 
impoſſible nor ſinful ; and therefore wherethe . 
Matter-is doubtful the Authority ſhould oyer- 
ſway us. 

For in. all doubtful Cafes the fafer pare 1s 
to be ta'en : and it is much ſafer to erre 1n 
obedience to God's Vicegerents, then it 15 to 
erre on the contrary fide, For if we erre ur 
doubtful matters with authority,it 1s but a bare 
Errour at the molt, and that on the right hand ; 


.but if we ſhould be miſtaken,and thereby difo- 


bey our lawful! Magiſtrates, . our Excour 1s then 
joyned with diſobedience to the Ordinance of 
God, .as the Apoſtle calls every Ordinance of 
Man, Rom. 13.1,2.andif we perfilt in this Errour 
and a& according to the conſequence of it, we 
aretoo eaſi] 'befere we are aware, hurried 1 
thoſe horrid fins of Schiſm,, Herefie, Seditha 
and Rebellion,® 

I therefore behoveth tyery. one that ſepa- 
rateth from our Church, , ſeriouſly ro examine 
his own Soul whether or no he doth be- 
lieve. (after he hath = his utmolt induſtry, 

7 MW 


C34) 
in.informing himſelf both from his own Rea- 
ſon, and from the Reaſon of others, eſpeci- 
ally of his lawful Miniſters ) that the Church 
of Englend doth enjoyn him any thing that 1s 
finful in it ſelf ; and if he cannor find her guilty 
of any ſuch command, then his ſeparation can 
be no ways excuſable, | 

This F more ny refer to the conſi- 
deration of thole perſons, who but a year or 
two ſince joyn'd in her Communion ; and e- 
"_y ſe who communicated with her 
upon: the late At of Parliament for the con- 
vittion of Romaniſts , and _ did ſeparate 
themſelves immediately from her publick Con- 
gregations, and continue ſtill.in their ſepara-. 
muon. 


For if it was not fin in them to. receive the 
Sacrament according to her Rites of Admini- 
ration of ,it ( whuch was the higheſt a& of 
Communion and Conformity with her) could 


xt be fin in them the next day to join with her- 


in her publick Liturgy 2? ſo that ther own 
raRtiſe muſt convince them that their's is a 
wilfal fin, not any Errour by chance-medley, 
But their great Friend our Author will find 
them out an Expedient to take gvay that con- 
cern from them. Alas, poor tender-conſcien- 


ced people 1 Why ſhould they be pur to tonch- 


their conſciences ſp hard ? there is danger in 
1t,.1t may make then qaite ſore ſince chey are 
fo tender already, No, no, onely come bur 

0 
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| (035) 
to this excellent Phyfician , and 'do- but fee - 
him well, .and he will give you a Plaifter for 
your tender Conlciences, that ſhall without a- 
ny pamn- or trouble heal them immediately, 
The Receir you have, p.18, of his Book about 
the end, For, | 

He there-finds you out a way how yoir may 


be Papiſts one ſeven years, and Proteſtants a- . | 


nother, and yet your Faith ſtill the very ſame 
( though. Thad thought the Romanifts Creed | 
had been dire&@'y contrary in many things to 
the Proteſtants ) bur ir is no matter for that, 
this Gentleman hath one Panpharmacon, that 
cures all Diſeaſes whatſoever though never ſo 
contrary one to another, viz. a pretty-little- 
balſamick fimilitude, and this it 15, There 1s 
ſuch an identity in their faith, as there is inthe 
eye which changes every ſeven years ; and if 
their Faith be but auared by the ſame ſou] -of 
Fairh, that is Conſcience , tf they keep' byt 
rafir Confciences inyiolable , they regs | 
with this very Faith , as well as with. 
Eyes, I ſhall ſee my Redeemer, 

If this Gentleman had pleas'd ,. he mighe 
as Well have faid, that they might be Heathens 
one ſeyen years and Chriſtians another, and 
their Faith ftill the ſame. ' For the ſame Plat- 
fterwell applied,woutd have heal'd this wount 
in-the confcience as well as the other cyery 


(6) 
7” Zor-dobur ſuppoſe thar their Conſticnces 


.this while aRaccordi 


— 


(36) 


were but erroneous, they might (till keep thar . 


conſciences inyiolable, under both theſe con- 
trary Religions 3. (7. c.,) they might be ſincere 
both when they were Chriſtians and when 
Heathens ; and yet can any one think that-the 
Chriſtian Faith and the Belief of the Heathens 
is the fame Faith > Yes, (Quoth our pg 
they are the very ſame exaGtiy 1a effect ; 
as to the Heathen and the Chriſtian ( ler him 
change as oftenas he will ) ſo he keep his con- 
ſcience but inv1olable, he ſhall go as ſafe to 
Heaven as thoſe poor ignorant well-meaning 
Martyrs that facrihced their lives, rather then 
they would admit of the leaſt appearance of 
any Change in their Religion, Pty it is this 
Gentleman was not living ſome 1 500 years a- 
gone » What abundance of good Men might 
ave been ſaved by this his Plaiſter, which 


' for want of it bled to death. 


For our Author could haye told them, as 


| as their mind and intentions had hbgen, - 
bs to have ſtyl. continued: Chriltians ; *. 


=y had been —_—_— in __ jud _ " 
thought they might have done it, 

been as good iſt » and as happy as any 
Martyr of them all, though they had {acrificed 


eo:the Devil himſelf For that: till if a mans 


conſcience be erroneous, hs may poſtibly all 

fo keep his conſcience {till inviolable. 

But (pray you Sur )- do. you believe your 
| own 


_ —_ -— , ———_ = 


| (37) 

own DoAarine > Can you think that an erxo- 
neous conſcience ſhall excuſe all crimes what- 
ſoever ? then Iafſureyou Iſhould be very loth 
to truſt my life in your hands. For you might 
think your (elf a very good Chriſtian, and yet 
cut my throat. For according to your Argu» 
ment a man may murder his Prince or his Fa- 
ther, if his erroneous conſcience tell him-he 
may do it (as I ſhall afterwards prove it 
may) and yet be 2 very good Chriſtian, 

If this be true ; ſure our Author hath (aid 
enough to awaken our Magiſtrates to take care 
how mens conſciences are inform'd and deoughe: 
and not to let men alone to-their own F , 
unleſs they have a mind to_ have-thelr throats 
cut by good conſcientious Chriſtians, 

But an erroneous conſcience can un no caſe 
certainly excuſe, bur where the Errour pro- 
ceeds to ſuch cauſes as the perſon could 

no ways help, as in the caſe of natural Fools 
Mad-men, and in thera it onely4rees from 
the guilt and crime #n ſors inzerno, but not from 
the puniſhment in D ,., externo, For We 
have a Bedlam, and a Whip for Mad-men 
and Fools,. as well as Stocks and:Prafons, and 

Gallows for Knaves.and-Rogues.. My 4 
Therefore let not our Separatilts think;thar 
their Errours ſhall excuſe them before God; 
ualeſs they thiak themſelyes ſtark Fools: or 
Mad-men, that it is impoſlible for them to be 
berter ipform'd ;. nor that they qught40 be 
_ HP? 
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pardoned: before Men. For let them pretend 


to what conſcience they will tor their ations, 


if they act contrary to the Laws, che 
Magiſtrate is bound in conſcience to pu- 
niſh them, becauſe of his Oath, according to 
the ſentence of the Law :: otherwiſe ſhould 
mens Errours excuſe them from penalty, all 


thecrimes in the-world would thereby be to- 


lerated, and Chriſtianity quite deſtroyed, For 
men that were led into Errours might 'deny 
Chriſt, and-yer need not fear any — 
for it, Somal "o —_— in it 

to their erroneous 

heir conſciences till inviolable. 

What accompany of Fools-are we that take 
pains 10 ſtudying to free our ſelves from Er- 
rour ? whereas (1f this be true which%@ur 
Author hath here endeavoured to prove) it 1s 
mach more (afe for us not to trou'vle our con- 
ſciences ar all with information ; for if we do 
bur a& according to our conſciences all's well 


—_ though they are never ſo wilfully erro- 


"This frems ixvhenew and modiſh way of 
Me 1 reve Eben, by bringing 


nd that general Deſign 


me Hs 
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of Religion: He that doubts of this, 
may be fully ſatisfied by a late Treatiſe, call'd 
Fiat Lux, in which this Deſign is moſt con- 
icuous : from which I cannot but believe 
is Author hath taken the main of his Humane: 
Reaſon. = indeed _ Fr ors gu 
way. poſſibly found out of- br in 
Roh Retivion then this of cn Chri-. 
ſtianity ; for as long as the Chril Bea Priaci- 
les remain firm in mens minds, 1t is 1 
le any one ſhould change fromthe Church of 
England to the fo palpable Errours, les, 
Phantaciſm, and Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome. 

Bur to argue with theſe Gentlemen upon 
their own Principles, If all kinds of Religion 
are ſo indifferent ro them, why then ſhould 
they not keep cloſe to that of their own Coun. 


ery > ſince conſent of all Nations ſhows 


us that alterations in Religion are very dan- 
gerous to the publick peace and ſafety of 
any Kingdom. 

Now that the Deſign of this Author: is the 
very ſame with that of Fiat Luxavill be evi- 
dent to any attentive Reader , thar wall bur 

eully conſider whathe (aith from p. 20. to 
che 37, or ele I uſt couffſs that 1- am moſt 

vingfor t Was 
men by an-ereenoons coulcience toexcule (ac- 
cording to his DoQtrane ) a 
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Chriſhanity and the denying of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, He anſwereth that ObyeCtion not by re- 
canting an opinion of ſo horrid a conſequence 
20 the Chriſtian Religion, but by endeayour- 
ing to prove that the ſame might poſſibly fol. 


low, that Men might deny Chriſt by following 


any other Guide, as well as-this of Humane 
Reaſon. 
Nay, to ſhow the adyantage of his 'Princi- 
ple above all others, he declaims at a moſt 
odigjous rate of the great charicableneſs of 
Is Opinion:, that would ſet Heaven Gates 
ſo wide open,. that Turks, ſews,Heathens, nay 
Atheills themſelves might find an entrance 


thereat. ; 
Now what doth this tend to in the dire 


conſequence, but the very (ame as that other - 


Treatiſe before mentioned? - viz, to prove that 
Men may be ſaved by any kind of Religion 
whatſoever. And herein the two good wits 
jump exactly ; _ this Gentleman doth. a= 
Feel out-doe the former, by.not excluding 
Atheiſts from the Kingdom: of Heaven : and 
by: conſequence he infinuares into the minds of 
men, that as to the main end which, all aim at, 
viz, Happineſs, Ir is indifferent whethes men 
be Chritttans,. Jews... Turks; Heathens, or A 
theiſts : that is, in a word, whether Men haye 
any Religion or noneat all... |. . | 
Ts nod this an admirable advantage that this 
Gentleman hath above. all others w;his Hu- 
mane. Reaſon 2. But 
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But I ſhall not ſpend time in declaiming a- 
gainſt 1t; but will endeavour throughly to 
anſwer his Reaſons for it. He endeavours to 
prove this firſt Aﬀertion by a particular Exa- 
mination of orher Principles. 

j-* The firſt Principle he examines , is that 
of the private Spirit, or new Light. 

This I eafily grant is in its dire& conſe» 

ence a flat denial of the whole Goſpel : but 

this is our Authors own Opinion. For. 

put but the Queſtzon home to er 

'Whar he means y the'Light within him? and 

his anſwer ſhall be either an evaſion of the 

Queſtion by running into railing, or elſe by 

ſome other terms of art among(t them, as 

Chriſt within them, &c. or elſe they mult be 
y forc'd to confeſs that they mean nothing elſe 

but natural conſcience ( #.e.) Humane Reaſon 

by all their cant of New Light. From 
whence nothing can be more evident then this, 
that fince they make onely their natural con- 

{cience = Humane Reaſon as our Author 

doth) the only Rule of all their Ations, they 
at beſt but good Heathens, Now whether 
| ſaw this conſequence of his Book or no, 1t 
- ſeems they did. For (as Tam very credibly in- 

form'd ) they ſent an Agent extraordinary to 
-14 = this Author to give him thanks for his Book.” 
Who ( when he told cheir Agent that he was 
no Friend of the Quakers Opinion ) was an- 
fwered that he had ief tair ſtep towards - 
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for which they gave him thanks; Now I won- 
der that our Jews, Infidels,and Atheiſts, toge- 
ther with all the debauched perſons in London, 
were not as Gentile as the Quakers 00, Jap 
their due thanks to this Author 3 who as 
well deſery'd ic from every one-of them, as he _ | 
did from thoſe his light- headed friends and 
The Second Principle he exanunes, 1s the 
Authority of Men ; particularly that of a 
Councal. 
& Whuch (hefaith) may as well lead men 
**xo deny Chriſt, as every Mans own Reaſon, 
. '«-And for proof of ir, he inltanceth in the 
** great Council of the Arrigns (as he is 
© pleas'd to call it) that condemn'd Athana- 
* is and denied the Divinity of Chriit: 
* and therefore were ao more to be call'd 
&, —_— then- Abrahamiſts or: Davis 
* d3fbs. | | 
To this I ſhall return no other Anſwer but 
theſe following Queſtions. 
1, Whether it is not probable that this 
great meeting of the Arrzans might not ra 
e call'd a ciub of them pack'd together by 
command of Conſtantive, who was whea 
-into that party, then to be thought a general 
Council rightly call'd and ordered ?,to-which » | bY 
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all parties oughe to be ſummoned and to be 
heard freely to ſpeak their ſeaſe and opinions 
1m any Debate, Whuch let the Author 

p:ove 


LIMI 


(433 © 
__ (if hecan-) was obſerved in this Coun- 
Ci h X 
2, Whether or no'the grand controverſie there 
decreed, vix, that «>. G&> not +42 &- ſhould 
be put into the Creed, did amount to 2 denial 
. 1. of Chriſts Divinity ? For Ido nor ſee bur that 
f they might believe that Chriſt was God , 
though they could not determine the manner 
of his Divine Efſence, and his proceſſion from 
the Father 3 As our Church COINS the 
Real Preſence of Chriſt in the ent, 
thoygh we profeſs not to know the manner of 
ut, 


demial of Chriſt > anddelire toknow of hum, 
y whether or no the Arrians did belieye, or 
ofeſs to believe that Abreham or David was 

by God into the world to make fatisfaQi. 

on for the ſins of ' mankind, and to preach the 
Chriſtian Law to the world ; or whether they 
did deny Chriſts ſatisfa&tion and the Chriſtian 
Law ? If they did deny neither of rheſe, then 
they cannot be ſaid to be Abrahamiſts or Da- 
vidiſts as well as Chriſtians : neither 1s it 
poſſible for them to exale any other Propher 
above Chriſt ( as he ſaith they might) if they 
2 did acknowledge Chriſt onely, to be their 


Lawgiver and Redeemer. 
As for the 3. Council of Nice , that e- 
ſtabliſhed the worſhipping of Images, it may 
i: allo 
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4ſo_be enquired whether that was a lawful { 2 
General Council or onely a Conyenticle of \ 
the Popes Creatures > And whether ( as they 
had fince to Trent ) the Holy Ghoſt was not f 
ſent them from Rome in a Cloak-bag by which f 
they governed all thetr TranſaQions ? \ 4 
If to, then it was no General. Council : and *Þ 
therefore makes _— againſt the Authority | 
of a General Council rightly call'd and quali- | 
fied ; which may with good Reaſon be ſuppo- | 
ſed to be guided inall their San&ions by God's 
holy, bleſſed, all-wiſe, and immaculate Spi- 
rit, | 
But Secondly, If we could ſuppoſe that this 
was 2 lawful General Council, yet if this Gen- 
tleman would but conſule the Records of it, 
and not onely invent notions of it from his own ! |} V 
phantafie ; he ſhould find by the Reaſons that 
are there .given for the uſe of 1 in the 
Worſhip of God, and by the particular Images 
which 7 decreed to -be ferup, viz. no 0- 
ther bur of Chriſt, the Firgin-Mary, the A- 
{tles and Chriſtian Saints and Martyrs, that 
1t was not poſſible for them to have fallen into 
a denial of Chriſtianity thereby, | 
./ Nay, fo far were they from it, that the 
- main Reafon that is given for the uſe of Images © |] 
is, that they might be as Books to the ignorant ' | 
to inſtruft them 1a the main Articles of the M} 
Chriſtian Religion; and might encourage them 
to ſuffer Martyrdom for it, by the ſo many Ex- 
amples 
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amples of thoſe that had gone before them, 
whuch they daily beheld'and adored. 
Bur it may be our Author thinks 1t 
for hin with his grateful Friends the "Quakers 
to confule the _— within him, and to throw 
$ but his own. " 

* Now by what T have {aid inanſwer to this 
Author, 1t is evident that it is fo far from bes 
ing true, that Genetal Councils may equally 
lead men to a denial of Chriſt, as every mans 
private Reaſon, that this Author is not able to 

nce in any one General Council (or any 
thing like a General Council) thateyer gave 
the world ſo much as a poſſibility of it in any 
of their Canons and Decrees. Whereas all the 
Apoſtates that ever were in the world, had 


8 w ſome Reaſon or other which they followed, or 


elſe ſomething that they thought a Reaſon, for 
deſerting Chriſtianity, So unſafe and dange- 
rous is 1t to follow our own Reaſons ( which 
are ſo eaſily and damnably miſtaken ) in oppo- 
ſitionto the Univerſal Church. 

But what doth he tell us of the Church of 
England , of theſe Councils of Ariminum, and 
the 3 of Nzce? For theſe were never acknow- 
ledged to be General Councils of any Son of 

Church, Let him one can) charge the 

al ( ing to which 

our Reformation was carried on ) with the 
leaſt of Errours. Which, if he cannot do, 
then thoſe Councils muſt remain a ſafer _ 
or 
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for us and all men, then every mans particular 

Realon. h 

The, Third Principle he examines, is 
the Tradition of the former and preſent 


role: our Author ſaith, That ** what thoſe *- 
, © Traditiong were of the former, or what 

«« are the Commands of the preſent Church, 
*"* are no Ways tobe known burby truliti 
_ ſome number of men preſent, which 1s 

*"not without the poſſiblity'of being miſ- 

"* guided, &'c. 

But what then? Is not the ſame difficulty 
applicable to all Hiſtory whatſoever ? and 
yet he that will give an account of former 
Times, muſt not-invent it out of his own Hit- 


marie Reaſon, but muſt conſult Hiſtorians for * 


It. 

But then ((aich this Gentleman ) this is to 
fall into that opinion you condemn 1n me. No 
ſurely, no man is {o fooliſh to condemn 
xhe uſe of owr- own Reaſon in Teading Hi- 
ſtory ſo far as to judge of the rrue meaning 
of the words : all that can be condemned by 
any man of common fſenſe- ( is that which I 
þ ny our Author would wheadle intq, 0- 

er men,though he cannot be ſo much a fool to, 
tollow-1t himſelf) viz. the relying en our na- 
ked reaſon ſofar as to exclude other more ne- 
cellary helps ; eſpecially whopooog th us 

theſe of Hiſtory T aohtming whuch 8 on - 
one 


W 
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alone can be'no competene Judge. 

But yer this Gentleman is {6 confident pofi- 
tively to affirm,og, 26. char* They that build 
«« their Faith upon paſt or ou Ages, are 
« 1n much greater danger of being drawn from 
*« the Chriſtian Faith , then thole who rennt 
« the judgmene of theſe things wholly to their 
* own Reaſon, Whereas if he had conſidered 
things aright, he muſt needs have ſeen char che 
main cauſe why our Reaſon will diftace to' us 
that Chriſtianity is the true Religion, muſt be 
from the conſtant Tradition of the former Apes 
of the Church. For from hence it is that we be- 
heve the Goſpel to be the Writings of the A- 
poſiles ; from hence it is that we believe the 
Hiſtorical part of it, and by conſequence from 


| hente.it,muſt proceed that we believe the Do- 


etrines conrain'd in it. 

- But let us hear his Reaſon for this bold Aſſer- 
tion, it 1s nothing elſe but this, That © there 
**hath been the Authority of an hundred to 
** one againſt Chriſtianity , and. that back'd 
* with the Lnjverſal Agreement of three thou- 
*{and years before. Certainly itis not poſlible 
for him to believe that this is any thing of a ſa- 
tisfafory Argument. For did ever any body 


.reckon the Tradition of the Heathens and Jews 


for the ground of the Chriſtian Faith > Does 
he not know that by Tradition every Chriſtian 
( that knows what he ſaith) means the Tradi- 
tion of the Church of Chriſt > Can this then be 


any 
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any.Reaſon againſt it, chat the Heathens and 
Jews did not afſert it? © __ Airs 
I am altogether of his Opiniqn, that Rea- + 
ſon will demoaltrate the Chriſtian aboye any. 
other Religion ; bur ſtill the Authority of the 
Chriſtian Church, together with the Goſpel- 
muſt acquaint us what Chriſtianity is, other-, 
wile meer Reaſon could never know it, So, 
chat let Reaſon alone, though it be never {6 
well followed with conſtancy, diligence, and 
ſobriety, it can demonſtrate nothing of Chri- 
ſtianity if it 15 not back'd with the Authority 
* of the Church, 

Now I appeal to the Author himſelf to know, 
how it is poſſible that the Univerſal Tradi- 
tion of the Chriſtian Church ſhould lead us | 
into ſuch Errours, as ſhould cauſe us to deny yg] 
Chriſt > Was there ever any Age of 'Chtiſtians 
which did generally fall into the denial of 
Chriſt? How could they then be called Chri- 
ome who renounc'd the very Eſſence of Chri- 

anity? '; | | | : 

' Now becauſe this Author hath not told us 

what Helps and” DireQipns a. Chriſtian muſt 

make uſe of to inform his Reaſon in matters of | 
Religion, I ſhall lay him down ſuch a Rule as 
can neyer fail him in his main end, his future 
happineſs; unleſs he be falſe to his Rale. The 
Rule in General 15 this : | ' 


The 
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The Scriptures rightly interpreted, 

To the interpretation of which, is nece(- 
ary a due meditation and apprehenſion of the 
ſcope and. coherence of the words , with a 
knowledge of the Original Languages and the 

liar Idioms of them, together with the 
owledge of the Cuſtoms of thoſe times and 
_—_ in which thoſe things were done, ſpo- 
en and written ; which makes all Judaick 
and Eccleſiaſtical Authors, eſpecially Hiſtori- 
ans to be very requiſite : eſpecially as to the 
underitanding the New Teſtament, For many 
things are but curſorily mentioned in the Goſ- 
pel ; and therefore are beſt explained by the 
Wraitngs of thoſe that were converſant with 
the Apoſtles and their Succeffors, who did 


+ converſe with them, and ſo on, which calls in 


the afliftance of all Antiquity, eſpecially the 
ancient Fathers of the thee firſt Centuries, 
and the four firit General Councils ; and after 
al}, a ſound rational Soul, as neceſlary to lay 
theſe together where they agree, and to judge 
which 15 moſt to be relied on where they dit- 
fer, and to draw well grounded conſequences 
from them, topether with the Divine aſhiſtance 


concurring with all theſe means : fo that the 
common people that have not theſe adyan- 
"**ages (though they may hav? as good and 
ſound rational Faculnes as the greatelt Scho- 
hars, and can exerciſe them as judiciouſly 'in 
other things, in which they have had conveni- 
| C ence 


— 
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ence rightly to inform themſelyes) are no 
;| More hit to 1aterprer Scripture, then they are 
| "ro Comment on Euclid, or Archimedes, For 
/ hat they have not thoſe Helps which are ne- 
ceſlary tor ſuch a Work. 

But what then muſt they do? they muſt uſe < 
the beſt means that God hath given them (4.e.) 
the DireQions of the Church, and of thole 
Perſons, whom the Church hath by Gods 
Commiſſion ordained over them to be their 
Guides and Inſtruters. 

And though perhaps by their Guides un- 
Skiltulneſs, 'or the PoR__ of the Church } 
they are Members of, ( though this laſt cannot | 
be ſuppoſed in the Church of Englanl, be- | 
cauſe 1t is free from all corruption in Doctrine) 
they may be led into Errours; yet ſince they y * 
have made uſe of the beſt means God hathgi- 
yen them he doth got require impoſhibilities 
at their hands; end roars will not 1mpute 
thoſe Errours to their Faults, which he hath / 
gever given them power to help. | 

Whereas on the contrary, if eyery one of | 
the common people muſt be left wholly to 
the guidance of his own Reaſon, they muſt 
neceſſarily run into as many _—_—_— as there 
are men, and worſhip a ſeveral Deity , not | 
onely every day of the week, but every hour * 
of the day : and by thinking themſelves as 
wiſe as their Teachers come to deſpiſe and con= | 
temn them, aind v2 trample GDGar Jage Ul ire m 
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+ Tarks , Hearheus and Acts, he himſelf 
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der and Decency, to ſcorn the Laws of their 
Magittrates; and in a word, to run themſelyes 
into all confuſion, danger, and wickednels. 

This ſome men ſee well enough to be the 
natural conſequence of this Opmion ; and 
therefore they who have a mind to make diyt- 
fions amongit us, do nothing elle but cry up 
Conſcience and eyery mans own Reaſon, For 
if they can but thus ſeparate the Sheep from 
the Shepherds,they will ſoon make them ſtray 
{ far till they get them-into theur own Pound. 

Theſe are the mighty advantages that the 
moſt of men would obtain by following no 0- 
cirer Guide but their own Reaſon, 


The next advantage of his Opinion, is the 
great charitableneſs of it, viz. - That 

** It ſers the Gate of Heaven fo wide open, 

* that all perſons wharfoever may enter. 

This. is Charity 'indeed with a Witneſs ; 
to fil} Heaven like Nozh's Ark with all forts of 
Beaſts both clean and unclean. 

Bnt I am afraid there's ſomething elſe in the 
caſe beſides altogether Charity, that prompts 
the Anchor to” this Opinion ; he tells us (o 
himſelf, and '<\&refore we may believe him, 
that the humbte confideration of his own weak- 
nefs was another ſtrong motive to him, Tr 
ſeems the Gentleman begins to think, that if 
there be no entrance into_ Heaven for Jews, 
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ſhall ſcarce ever come there. 
As for his Opimon, that all theſe are in an 


equal poſſibility of ſalvation with the uner- 


ring Chriſtian : certainly neyer any man that 
call himſelt by that name, did ever go about 
to defend it before this Author ; eſpecially as 
ro the latter of them the Atheiſt, However 
I will give his cauſe a fair hearing according to 
th: Chriſtian Law, and leave 1t to the Kea- 
ders to give in the Verdi&t. -. | 

| As for the Jews and Hearhens : though 1 
dare not ſay they are dann'd, becauſe I do not 
know what allowance God ( of his metry 
through Chriſts ſatisfaction for the fins of the 


whole world ) may make for thoſe inſupera- * 4 


ble prejudices that they labour under, yet cer- 
rainly they can never be 1n an equal capacity 
of ſalvation with the untrring Chriſtian.” ., 

Firit, Becauſe the Heathens have no certain 
Guide, onely a probable Rule to walk by, that 
muſt lead them to Happineſs, 

Secondly , Both Jews and Heathens want 
thoſe Divine and excellent _ and 
thoſe infinite obligations whuch Chriſtianity 
affords us to bind us to our Duty. 

Thirdly, They want the certainty and clear 
revelation of eternal rewards and puniſhments 
eo affright and perſwade them to their duty,8& 
co baffle all temptations that they might meer 
with to draw them from 1t, - For there is no 
Religion in thewhole world thatdgth ſo _ 
y 
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ly and certainly diſcover a future. Immortakit 
as this which our Saviour Jefus Chriſt h 
given us, For he hath brought Life and Im- 
mortality to light through the Goſpel. He 
then that conſiders the meer reaſon of the thing, 
can never conclude that _y are in an equal 
poſſibiligezvf ſalvation with. the Chriſhadh ; 
much lets with the unerring Chriſtian as our 
Author hath ſaid 3 becaule they want thoſe 
helps which Chriſtians have. I thall nor fur- 
ther examine this by my own reaſon, but had 
rather ( as becomes a Chriſtian that uſeth 
ſometimes to conſult the Scripture as well as 
Humane Reaſon) to leave them to. the judg- 
ment of- God, and to acquieſce in the determi- 
nation of St, Paul, Rom.'2. v. 13,.to the 17, 
where he ſaith (I think as plainly as words can 
expreſs)that they ſhall be whollycondemn'd or 
acquitted by their ewn conſcience. Fer they 
that have no Law are a Law unto themſelyes, 
5c. their conſciences bearing witneſs,and their 
thoughts in the mean whe a0 or. Ae 
excuhing one another, In the day when God 
ſhall judge the ſecrets.of men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
But whatever may become of them, ſure x 
am that we that have had all the advantages 
that can poſſibly be given to men to make us 
good Chriſtians, (being brought up from cur 
cradles 1n the beſt conſtituted Chriſtian Chyrch 
in the world) if we ſhould Apoſtatize, can 


| have nv hope of ſalyation remaining for us. 
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Fonif we will believe St. Prten. Aﬀs 4, v: 
2I, 12, There no other Name given ,mongft 
men by which we can bt ſaved, For if it holds 
againft any, it muſt againſt us, who have been. 
baptized into that Name! 

_For St, Paul tells us, Heb. 10, from v. 26, 
to the 3o. That if we fin wilfullWEſter 'we 
have recetved the knowledge of the Truth, there 
remains no more ſacyifice jor fin, but a fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation 
that ſhall devour the adverſary, And that 
the Apoſtle there means that particular ſin 
of Apoſtacy 1s evident from the followi 
Words, He that deſhiſea "Moſes his Law lied 
Without mercy, of hew much ſorey puniſhment 
( think you.) ſhall he be thought worthy who 
hath troden under ſoot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the Blood of the Covenant wherewith 
he was ſanftified an unholy thing, and bath done 
deſpite unto the Spirit of grace ? 

Now let every one thar calls himſelf Chri- 
ſtian, chooſe whether he will believe the Apo- 
Rles or this Gentleman, 

As forthe latter that Atheiſts too are equa]- 
ly capacitated to ſalvation as the unerring 
Chrittian, which he affirms, p. 30. 

"> having propoſed the Queſtion 1n theſe 
words, 

*« What then ſhall we believe Turks, Jews, 
«« Heathens and Atheiſts in an equal poſſi- 
* bility ofſalyation with the unerring Chri- 
« ſtian? He. 
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He no where denies it, bur endeayours' all: 
that ever he can to defend ir ; as in his follow= 
ing diſcourſe. | 

* Becauſe there are a thouſand accidents, 

* that hinder the greateſt part of the world 

** from a fair propoſal of the Principles of 

«Chriſtianity ; therefore ſo ſmall a part of 

" —— hath ſubnutred to the Chriſtian 

«« Faith, 

What then ? therefore they may be ſaved, 
No ; for this doth not directly follow ; for 
God hath no where promiſed that he will ac- 
cept of Chriſts Merits for them , nor aPpIy 
them to them :: and we cannot but know that 
fince they are left to the ſentence of their own 
conſcience, there are few men whole conſci- 
ences: wi'l not condemn them of groſs and 
wilful fins ; and therefore ſhall rather accuſe 
them then excuſe them inthe day of the Lord 
=. So thac here is but a ſmall probabi-- 
ity lefr of the ſalvation of molt of them, even 
by this Author's own Reaſon which he gives: 
us ( þ. 33. ) becauſe they have deſerted them-- 
_ that 15 their own Reaſon as well as: 
God, _ | 

But however the diſadvantages they labour 
under, may. 1n 2 great part excuſe them thae* 
are without ; there can be no excuſe to thoſe 
that are within (7z.e. ) to us here in Enz- - 
land, who labour under none of their diſad- 
Vantages,. | 
C4 An 
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And if the Apoſtate amongſt us can have 
no excuſe, then ſurely the Atheiſt wuch lets. 
For he cannot plead that he did not know God. 
For he can turn his eyes no where, but he 
beholds ſomething or other whoſe frame is ſo 
admirable, that it proclaims its Author to be 
infinitely wiſe and powerful ; For the Heavens 
declere the glory of God, and the Firmament 
ſhows bis bzndy-work. And that Argument of 
Lafantius 1s. umpoſſible to be anſwered, viz. 
( de Falſ, Rel. lib. 1, 6. 2) ©*© No man can be 
**{orude and brutiſh, but when he looks up 
* 1nto Heaven, muſt neceflarily know that there 
**1s 2 Divine Providence which governs it, 
* and did at firſt create it, from the immenſe 
** Greatneſs, the conſtant Motion, the All-wiſe 
** Order, the never-failing Conſtancy, the ne- 
«yer enough admired Benefits, and the 
** amazing beauty of the things he beholds. 
** For 1t cannot poſſibly be, but that. which 
* ſhows an admirable wiſdom 1a its contri- 
* vance, ſhould demonſtrate a greater wiſdom 
**1n him who made it. 

So that no man that hath any eyes in his 
head, or any ſenſe of the frame of his own 
body, or any conſideration of that Principle 
by which it a&s, can have any poſſible excuſe 
for his ignorance of the being of a God. 

For what he ſaith furcher 1n excuſe for the 
Atheiſt, p, 36. Ir may alleviate the crime of an 


; Inhdel, but it can abate nothung of the guilt 


of 
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of an Atheiſt, For he cannot pretend that . 
he never heard-of. God.. For the Heavens and 
-the Earth do daily proclaim him, Neither can 
he prerend that he carnot bring his conſcience 
eo aſſent to it, ſince 1t is thenatural diftate of 
all mankind,. But let our Author pretend what 
he can to the contrary, he that will believe 
the Apoſtle Sr. Paul, Rom. 1,v..1 9,20, Mult be 
fally {atisfied as to this point, that there can be 
no excuſe for Atheiſts, Becauſe that which 
may be known of God is manifeſt in them ; 
for God hath ſhowen it to them, For the in- 
viſible things of him are. clearly ſeen from 
the Creation. of the world by the things that 
are. made, eyen his eternal Power and God« 
head. From whence the Apoſtle concludes, {a 
that they are left without excuſe, But it is 
no matter with our Author what the Apoſtle 
faith. For his Guide ( #.e.) his Reaſon tells 
him that Jews, Turks, Heathens, and Atheilts 
are in an equal poſſibility of ſalvation with the 
unerring Chriſtian, | 
Now I may appeal even to this Author him- 
ſelf, whether I have done him. any wrong in 
comparing his Book with Fiat Lux, ſince 18 is 
ſo plainly apparent by his words, that his De- 
ſign is ( it not the fame) much: worſe then 
the Deſign of that Book. For who would have 
gone about to defend ſuch a: Queſtion ( ina 
tract .ſo exaCtly fitted for the reading 
of the common people) that had nor 
G4 2. 
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a Deſign to-wheadle them into an indifferency 
1a all matters of Religion, and even to A- 
theilm it ſelf? But ſurely if they have any con- 
fideration left in. them , this very diſcourſe 
would be enough to make them miltruſtful and 
tearful of. ſych a Guide which may be ſo eaſily 
miſtaken asthis of Humane Reaſon ; and when 
1t is. miſtaken, does. fo eaſily lead them 1nto 
the moſt damnable of all Errours, even into 
the contempt of all Religion. | 

Burt now. we ſee ( by this Author) what- 
kind of Animals they are who are Fa&tors for 
Rome and a Tole:a:1on, and by what excellenr 
means they carry on their Deſign, viz. by firſt 

£ 


' perſwading men to Atheiſm, by an indifteren-. 


Cy in all Religion. 
From whence I cannot but take an occaſion. 
to remind our Diffenters hgw much they pro= 
mote Popery , and defiroy Chriſtianity by. 
Joyning with the Papiſts, and the debauchees . 
our Nation in promoting, a toleration : and 
our Governours that if they think of _ 
their Necks from the Roman Yoke, they.mul 
then.,maintatn the elabiiſhed Religion of the 
Church in its-.true Chril:an prathile. and Pri- 
mitive. Diſcipline. For how much Atheiſm 
and an Univerſal neg 


ſleep, he muſt be ſtark bland that doth not fee ! 
To our Aythor Ifhall onely add this, Thar 


- 1am forry with a'l my heartghat. a peilon os ; 


le& of all Religion, hath , 
encreaſed ſince our Laws have been laid to- 


Sad ——— —— — . 


LOVE > 
(599 
his Parts and Reaſon thould give any occafi6n + 
to be thought a Fayourex of Atheiſm. For - 
who can think that he 1s not very much a well- . 
willer to Atheiſts, who endeavours to prove 
that they are in an equal poſſibility of falva- 
tion with the unerring Chriſtian 2 Ie may be 
he may think ro thitr off this juſt ſuſpicion of . 
Atheiſm by the help of his Parentheſfis, viz. 
( if there be any ſuch) For who can ſuſpect 
him to be an Atheiſt, or a Favourer of them -» 
who ſcarce ſuppoſeth that there can be any. 
ſuch men as Atheiſts: in. the world ? But we. 
know every Animal will moſt firive to defend 
thae part which 1s ſore, and will winch and 
kick when any thing comes near tt. 


The Fifth Obje#.*which our Author would : 
ſhake off, 1s that of Schiſm, ** Which (ſaith : 
** he) is the ordinary railing word 1a all. 
- *© Controyerſies-and a flander, &c.. 
Is there then (good Str ) no ſuch thing as 
Schiſm , becauſe that word is often abuſed * 


| and miſapplied? you might(if you had pleas'd) 


- a\ 


, 


as well have ſaid there 1s no ſuch thing, as Hu- - 
mane Reaſon, becauſe your Book hath abuſed 
and miſapplied thoſe words .to countenance : 
your Errours. ; 

. Are all Schiſmaticks to be excuſed, becauſe + 
ſome have been ſlander'd with that Title ? As- 
well may all Thieves and Murdeters beexcu-- 


ft } ſed, becauſe ſome have been ſlandered and 
:& | fallly accuſed of. thoſe Crimes, It- 
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It will be then neceſſary toknow who Schiſ- 
maticks are ; and the danger they run them=-- 
ſelves and draw others into ; and then we ſhall 
ſee what an abſolute neceſſity there 15 to-put 
a ſtop to them, both for their own good and the 

of the Church, 

The Firſt this Gentleman tells us himſelf, 

. 37. © They are truly guilty of Schiſm (the 
« word it ſelf bearing witneſs againſt them) 
*«.who break the precious Unity of the Chri= 
«« ſtian Church; 

They therefore that break the Unity of the 
Chriſtian Church either by enjoyning new Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or things finful in their practiſe 
contrary to the DoCtrine and Practiſe of the 
Univerſal Church in its Prinutive purity, are 
guiley 'of Schiſm,. as the Romaniſts are, who 
( amonglt the reſt which are many more ) en= 
Joyn the Belief of 'Tranſubſtantiation as an Ar- 
ricle of Faith, which was never heard of in 
the Chriſtian Church-for many hundred years, 
and the worſhipping the Hoſt as the conſe- 
quence of that Do@rine, together with Prayers 
to Saints, and the half Communion, which: 
are pratbles no leſs ſinful. and novel then the: 
former Doctrine, 

Secondly, They are Schiſmaticks who ſepa- 
rate from that particular Chriſtian Church into 
which they were baprized, when 1t commands 
nothing thar is ſinful in irſelt ; as all thoſe are 
who ſeparate from the *Church of England; 

-F0OL; 
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For they can never excuſe themſelyes from 
Schuſm, unleſs they can prove ( which I chal- 
lenge them to do it they can) that our Church 
enjoyns them any thing that 15a ſin:but neither 
would this excuſe them from communicati 
with her in things lawtul that are command 
by both their temporal as well as their ſpiritual 
Governours, 

Now that Schiſm 1s a very heinous fin is. 
moſt evident, becaule it is a breach of all thoſe 
commands of the Goſpel that enjoyn us 
Peace and Unity, then which 1 ſcarce know 
any more frequently repeated in the New Te-. 
ſtament : and it will be moſt eyident from the 
words of St, Paul, 1 Cor. 3, 4. For there the: 
Apoſtle ſaith, that Schiſmaticks are carnal : 
For (ſaith he) while one faith, I am of 
Paul, another I am of Apollos , are ye not- 
carnal ?- By which interrogation he doth moſt 
ſtrongly affrm it, and make themſelves. the. 
Judges 1n that Cafe againſt themſelves. From: 
whence we may thus argue, Thar if the Apo- 
{tle ſaith; that the Corinthians were carnal for - 
dividing themſelves into FaRtions, and eſpou-. 
ſing particular Names and Parties ( though 
they choſe no other perſons then himſelf and 
Cepbas, and Apollos ) then thoſe that divide 
the Church into Parties, and eſpouſe partion- 
lar Names and Perſons in oppoſition to the- 
Church of God, -into which they were bapti- 
zed, and ſet up a Church within a Church, and! 
par- 
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particular- ways of publick worſhip contra... 


dictory ro thoſe that are enjoyn'd by thar 
Church, of which chey are Members ( withour 
any juſt cauſe. of ſeparation from her ) are 
guilty of carnality by the judgment of the A- 
poſtle St, Paul, whatſoever their pretenſions 
are of piety in themſelves, or of powerfulneſs 


and godlineſs in their Teachers.And the great-- 


neſs of the fin of theſe perſons doth appear in 
that the Apoſte calls them carnal ; tince the 


ſame Apoſtle ( Rom 8. 6, 7.) makes any car-. 


na] ſin t6 be mortal and damnable, For to be 
carnally. minded 1s death, .and the Reaſon he 
gives ſufficiently backs it, for the carnal mind 
15enmity again(t God, &c. 


Nay from: Reaſon it ſelf, .I think that ſay-- 


ing of St. Cyprian- ( de Ynit, Eccieſ.) thar the 
Schiſmaricks in 1s greater then the Apoſtates, 


= be made more then probable, - For a fin 
1s fo 


much.the greater by how much more mil-. 


Chief ir does to the Church of God. Now 


the Schiſmartick may do more miſchief to the- 


Church of God by drawing-numbers of well. 
meaning Chriſtians after him, then the Apo. 


ſtate can. For a!l that are fincere Chrittans. 


will ayoid the latter, who cannot have ſuch 


ſible and fair prerences for his renouncing-- 


th@Chrillian Religion, as the other may have 
for his Diviſions. 


Let me now ask this Gentleman whether - 
Schiſm is nothing &:{e but an ordinary you þ 
W.crd.: 


} 
o 
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word in all Controverſies? Bat our Anthor 
will ſhift for one, I'le warrant him ; his old 
Plaiſter of an erroneous conſcience will pre- 
ſently cure this ſore ; but he values not that, 
he hath a trick worth ten of it : _and that is this 
Aſlertion, viz. r 


« That the Unity of the Church is not bro-. 

* ken by them who differ in Opinions ;. bur 

*« by them who. will notallow of ſuch 2 

« c1fference, | 

If the Author means onely. a difference .in . 
Opinions in mens own minds, that never ſhows. 
ie ſelf by any different aftion from the Church, . 
Iknow no body. will oppoſe him in this Aﬀer- 
tion, Bux if he means ſuch a difference of. O- 
pinions as do diſturb the publick exerciſe of. 
Religicn; by drawing others: away from it , 
then he mfſt charge the Apoſtle with Schiſm ;- 
for according to-this Aﬀertion how St. Paul 
will quit himſelf from Schiſm, I cannot tell 3, 
for he no where allows of ſuch a difference in 
Opinions, but doth with moſt earnelt zeal, ex- 
hore againſt Divificns, and condemns-them 
and their Authors as- the moſt dangerous 
crimes and perſons : and yer who would ever 
have thought the Apoſtle a Schiſmatick > It is 
2little a, adrmired that St. Paut ſhould ſo 
paſſionately exhore us to peace and unity, and 
yer that he himſelf ſhould break the Unity of ' 
the Church, . Again, this Aſertion is altoge=- 


- 
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ther new and ſenſleſs, and juſt ſuch anothier as 
this, That, 

The Unity of a Family is not broken by the 
maleperneſs. and obſtinacy of thoſe Servants 
and Children, that will not obey and fubmir 
to the Orders in it, but will ſet up Orders fox 
themſelves ; no, by no means but onely by the 
pride and peeviſhneſs of the Maſter of the Fa- 
mily, . who will force them to obſerve his Or- 
ders, and-will nor let them-alone to do what 
they picaſe. * 

For the future therefore, let Governours of 
Societies-and Maſters of Families learn of this 
Author to give all their Subjets and Servants, 
a free toleration to follow their own inven=- 
tions, leſt they be guilty of breaking the pre- 
clous unity of their Societies and Families, 

Would it not he a brave world would they 
all butfollow this advice > Oh what an ad- 
mirablepeace and harmony woutd then bleſs. 
us ! 

Yet this is the natural conſequence of this 
Gentlemans Doctrine, For however he talks 
onely of a liberty of Opinions, this is but a. 
copy of his countenance ; for-it is a liberty of 
praQtiſe according to-thoſe Opinions that he 
_ forzas moſt manifeſtly appears by his fol-. 

owing Diſcourſe, .Forthus he argues, p. 37. . 
« Who knows whether that God who- 

«liked beſt that no mans body ſhould have 

- «the ſame complexion, &c, may not 25 
wel. 
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« well be pleaſed with yariety in his wor- 

* ſhip and adoration ? 

I anſwer, Every body knows it that knows 

any thing of the Chriſtian Religion, Since 
we know that the Apoſtle prays that we may 
all glorifie God with one heart, and with one 
mouth ( Rom, 15, 6.) we muſt know that it 
is Gods will that ſuch an Unity ſhould be - 
reſerved in his worlhip. Since the Apoſtle 
eſceches as well as commands us to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of peace, 
( Epbeſ. 4. 2.) and to walk by the ſame Rule, 
and to mind the ſame thing ( Phzl. 3. 16.) and 
that all things be done in decency and 1n or- 
der, and to edification ( which 1s impoſſible 
without Unity ) we muſt then neceſlarily 
know that he 1s not pleas'd with variety in his 
worſhip, as he is in the variety of his works : 
and that therefore an orderly and uniform 
way of worſhip is expected, becauſe we have 
commands of that nature, 

But if this trick will not do, the Author 
will ſhow you another as good, iq. © Thar 
* the Rule which God hath given us 1s capable 
* of various interpretations, whereas God 
«might haye made them (if he had pleas'd) 
* as plain to every- man in one ſence, as now 


- * they are to every man in his own, But how 


* do we know that, I beſeech you Sir? How 
# could God have made them ſo > unleſs he had 


| wmade man, and had made him an Angel in- 


Capa- 
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ble of the leaſt of errors, But what if the 
rule be capable of various interpretations and 
of all the three ſenſes he cites the Divines for ? 
What's this to his purpoſe > Oh ſurely (quoth 
elitr Author) very much, for then we have no 
untform commands , and conſequently there 
ean be noneceſlity of an uniform worſtup. 
But Sir, (L muſt tell. you! freely) that you 
have as bad luck in conſequences in this Book, 


as I haye ordinarily met withall, For Sir, 


may not, nay ought not the commands of God 
concerning his worſhip, be interpreted 1n 
the litteral ſenſe 3 whenthey are ſo plain as no- 
thing can be moxe plainly expreſſed according 
to the letter of them > What need any body 


have recourſe ro the typical and Anapogical 


ſenſe of thoſe words of the Apoſtles, Let all 
things be done in decency and order and to e- 
dificatton, when they are ſo plain and perſpi- 
- cuous inthe litteral ; and ſo hardly admit of 
any other, that I believe it woulda lirtle trou- 
= our Aurhor, as well as - = —_ to 
x any typical or Anagogica u em ? 
How: en can this perſon have the confi-- 
dence to inſinuate by little fimilirudes, that the 
commands of- God are as well obeyed by the 
yarious expreſſions of our” adorations of him, 
as the ſun1s obeyed by the contrary effetts it 
hath upon the mud and wax, 8c, (for this he 
muſt mean by all that diſcourſe, or elſe it is 
nothing to the purpoſe) when he mu{t mon; 
IT. 


_ 


EPO TORW_—— ry, TTY OY 


T _— : 
(if he believe the Goſpel) that God hath re- 
vealed ro us that it is his will, that we ſhould 
_ him with one heart and with one 

- Mouth? 


Bur p_—_ this Gentleman thinks he knows 
) better 


w to worſhip God, then God knows 

how to dire hum. Oh the more then Divini- 
of Humane Reaſon that guides a man to 
ink himſelf wiſer than God / Almighty ! but 
our Author hath more of. the ſame fort of ft- 
miles,. which are his grand Ar , f. 40. 
«The Unity of the Church of God is not 

** compared to the Unity of one man :. bur 

f« to the Linity of man and woman —_— 
* 1h matriage., Now this Unity 1s of. one 

& I weak then the other ; and the 
* female part in the ſfimilitude is the erring 


} 
| * part in the Church, which is to be ac- 


* counted one and the ſame with. the other 

* by the bond of Charity. * 

Now what a fool was I > for I durlt have 
fworn that the Apoſtle St. Pau! doth compare 
the Unity of the Church to the unity of the 
fame body and its members, 1 Coy. 12, v. 12. 
to- the end of the chapter, and this now in 
ſpight of Humane Reaſon, Imuſt believe to be 

e unity of one man, 


* But if we let that paſs, what would our 


Author have from all this ſfmilitude > Upon my 
reputation I don't know, I wiſh he.would tell 
me where he liyes in tus next Book, thac I 
might 
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might wait upon his Worſhip, to know his 
Pleaſure in it ; for by what he hack here ſaid, 
I can onely gueſs at it,. Bur I ſuppoſe his drifc 


is this ; Thar by vertue of this fimulitude it - 


appears, that the erring part of the Church 
(though it be ia aftual- and wilfull errors) 1s 
{till a Member of the Church, and therefore 
not guilty of Schiſm, But Iam very much 
miſtaken 1f I cannot convince any rational man 
of the quite contrary, and thar from the.yery 
ſame ſimiLitude, 

* For, ſuppoſe the erring part in the Metaphor, 
viz. the Wife ſhould erre and ſtray from her 
Husbands bed to another Mans, and ſhould 
therefore be divorced from her Husband ; who 
thea (Sir) do you think would be guilty of the 
breach of the Unity in Marriage, the Man, or 
his Wife ? If you muſt be forced to ſay the 
Wike 1s guilty of it ; would not the ſame thi 
hold in the erring part of the Church, viz. 
That if any ſhall wilfully run away from. the 
Church, and diſobey irs Laws, and Unite us 
{elf ro a quite contrary Aſſembly, that if: he be 
Excommunicated for it, it is his own fault, 
and therefore he is guilty of the Schilm,. and 
not the Church ? 


Iamalmoſt quite tir'd with his Similitudes,, 


tvs whole Book conſiſts fo of them, as. one 


q ) 


would think he never aim'd at ſolid Argu- | 


ments, but onely at quay, dog AS. 4 
Y a SUMLKUE <. 


For nothing can be prov'd 
they 
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(69) 
they are at beſt but good Explications, but no 
Demonſtrations : But how ever, I mult fol- 
lowhim. - 
To make ſhort work therefore with the reſt 
of them taken from the Members of the Body 
( which by the by I apprehend to be the Unity 
of one Man, though our Author but = now 
told us, that the Unity of the Church is .nor 
compar'd to the Unity of one Man) the ſum of 
all theſe Similitudes 1s nothing more then this ; 
that if any Member of EY be dead, or 
angreen'd, or hath any infetious duitemper 
at may indatger the reſt of the body, if it be 
not'to be cured, 1t muſt be cut off ; bar if they 
be ſmall diſtempers (as the Itch) though very 
infeious, yer we wall rather indure ſcratch- 
ing the Itchy part,” then cut it off, . ' 


But whar'sthe Reaſoh I pray you. Sir? is it 
not. becauſe” 1t may be otherwiſe are, and 
becauſe if a Member be cut off from the Body, 
it cannot be ſer on again, and fo the whole 
is thereby ar a loſs for it ? 

Now apply this to the Church, and ſee what 
our Author -will, get by it. Thus, if an 
Member of the Church be dangerouſly hurtfull 
to the reſt, by groſs and ſcandalous crimes, it 
is to be cut off trom it by Excommunication : 
bur if the fault be ſmall, and not dangerous to 
the Church, it1s to be born withall : but if the 
fault be never ſo ſmall it be very catching 
and dangerous to the Peacy of the Church - 


(70) 
the itch of Di_acng and Writing againſt the 
Churches Authority is in theſe times we live 
in) ſuch a Member ought to be cur off. _ Fot 
though what he Caith may be bur little and ve- 
ry little to rhe e (as this Author's Book 
15) yet becauſe the contempt of Authority is'2 
very great crime, and one of the moſt - 
rous and infeftious of this age, therefore ſuch 
2 Member ( our Authors own Similitudes 
prove) ought not to be ſpared :. ſo that let the 
crime be never ſo ſmall, if it be accompanied 
with contumacy, the perſon deſerves Excom- 
myicartion for it: Neither 1s the danger of 
looſing a Member ſufficient to reſtrain the ſen= 
rence. For it is not 1n the Body of the Church 
as in our natural Bodies, that the Member is 
quite loſt when it is once cut off, becauſe it 
Cannot bejoyned again, * d 
* For the Chureh aftet it hath cured the Mem- 
ber that was cut off, can reſtore it again ſafe 
and ſound to the ſame place it had before. 

From whence we may ſee how deceitfull 2 
way it is to argue from Similicudes. Where- 
fore this Geneleman muſt pardon me if I tell 
him that T cannot but ſuſpe& a defign of de» 
ceit in that Author,whoſe moſt common Argu-= 
ments are Metaphors. | 


*« Sixthly, The next ObjeCt, againſt him, 


* heſaithp. 44. e aod Vanity, 
This he caſts off a> much Geary: and 
orn 


il 
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(71). 
ſcora that he thinics (he faith) if he had nor 2 
great deal of humility he ſhould not daign to 
anſwer it. But ſuppoſe afterall this he ſhould 
fail of an anſwer to it (as he hath to all the reſt 
of the ObjeCtions) who. then would eyer be- 
eve conkience hereafrer for his ſake > Now 


" if hedoth nor fail init, TamſureI am decei- 


ved. For his way of anſwering it is meer So- 

hiſtry, by comparing the extreams of both 
Faes, as though there was no difference at all, 
bur onely in the two oppoſite extreams. But 
(I beſcech you Sir,) Is there no difference in 
Humane Reaſen, berwixt ſtaring and ftark mad? 
does not true modeſly and humulity conſiſt in 2 
mean betwixt the extreams, as other vertues 
do? Might he notas well argue, that becauſe 
it is a folly to ſtarve ones ſelf, thar therefore ir 
1s wiſdomto be  pn_ and 2 drunkard : or 
that becaule it 15 ſcdition topay Authority 9- 
bedience1n nothupgat all, or nor in indifferent 
things, that therefore eyery good ſubjet muſt 
pay an aQtual and blind lence tO every 
thing his Magiſtrate commands him, though 1t 


be never {o wicked and abominable> 


Would not this be 2 very rational way of 
ing? and 1s not this of our Author's ex- 
actly like it, 1f not the very ſame with it ? 
For whatſoever his words are, his 


muſt be this (or elſe his diſcourſe makes no- 


thing to his purpoſe) that becauſe it is pride 
and tyranny to endeayour to enflaye-all mens 
| Ul 


(72) 
1 En, ye own, that therefore it is 
hunulity to be- governed onely by our own 

hantaftes. Or that becaule it is a great crime 
1n us Chriſtians to dam all others that arenor 
of our Opinion, that therefore we are bound 
to caſt away all Laws, and let every man run 
on in his own inventions, and give 2 general 
toleration to Papiſts, Jews, Turks, Heathens, 
' and Atheiſts, 

Orlaſtly, becauſe it 1s arrogancy inus to 
hold anopinion, when cauſe ſhall appear to 
the contrary, thattherefore it 1s humility in us 
to hold to nothing at all, but to be like 2 wave 
of the ſea toſſed with every wind of DoQtine, 

I appeal to any man living, whether he doth 
not think him more humble, who ſubmits to 
the Judgement of his Magiſtrates in all indiffe- 
rent things . (which js all- that the Church of 
England requires ) then he that 1s dogmati- 
cal 1n his own opinions about them, and one! 
reſts ſatisfied (according to our Authors mee 
and humble DoCtrine) 1n the ſole dictates of 
his own Humane Reaſon ? 

And now, who does not admire our Anthors 
_ humility in vouchſafing an anſwer to 

1s argument ? 

But theſe .are the common Objections. 
Now follows the extraordinary one, objefted 
by extraordinary Mr Hobbes : He that pleaſeth 
may read it p. 46, tor 1 am not at leiſure to 
tranſcribe it. | 


k-i-ot- TEPErS 


The 


(73) 


The Seventh Obje@. is that of T. 4. 

The ſum of which is this : ** That becauſe 

*« all publick worſhip of God conſiſts .in 

* outward fignifications of our honour of 

*« him, different ways of worſhip muſt needs 

*) ** be ſcandalous to others in making them 

* think that we diſhonour God inſtead: of 

* honouring him, _. 

But this Gentleman difſents from him. What 
ity it 1s that two ſuch extraordinary Friends 
| ould fall out ? 

But let us ſee the Reaſon why he will con» 
| eradidt his old Maſter ; and this it is. 
** For ,the ſame Argument would as well 
_ « hold Jgainſt the diverie ways of worſhip 
* in ſeveral Commonwealths as in the ſame, 
13> © becauſe none would be ſpeQators of the 
« worſhip, but ſuch as beheve ir Honoura- 
« ble; for were there at hundred ſeveral 
« Religions in the ſame Ciry, ſtill their 
«Religious Congregations -would be made 
Wy of none bur'thote of rhe ſame Opinion, 
I ſhall undercake to defend T, H. in his 
Afertion, not for any extraordinary opinion I 
have of the Man or his Argument, bur becauſe 
I believe he ſpeaks truth in it; and therefore 
T think it hard that he which ſpeaketh truth 
0 very ſeldom ſhould be run down with meer 
Words or metaphors when he doth : but chiefly 
becauſe.our Author through him ſtrikes at the 
mjanchons of our Churc _ our —_— 
an 


© a be ion SPV 2 OS Fas 


© I fa, 


he - 


| 


(74) 
_ decent Ceremonies in the worſhip of 
God. 
But do you think (Sir) that men of the ſame 
City would be as much ſtrangers to the Reli- 
ions of their nexc neighbours, as they are to 
ſe of forraign Nations ? Certainly T ſhould 
think rhat it was much eafier for them to go 2 
few ſteps to fatisie their curioſity, then ro 
crols- the ſeas for it : and would not their 
erade and intereſt one among(t another. 1n the 
ſame town more oblige them to a religious 1n- 
terview, then when they were at ſome hun- 
dreds of miles diſtance, and had little or no 
concerns thatſhould draw them thither > Moſt 
robable 1t is, that to carryonatrade with all 
ores of men, ſome would io far comply with 
all ſorts of Religions, to go toall their publick 


Aſſemblies, fince they might do it withour ©4 


givi themlelyes the trouble of going further, 
6 limits of their own walls. So that 

the caſe is much different which our Author 

would make the very ſame. 

But our Author hath more an__ then 
one, and more Anſwers too, or elſe he was in 
2 poor caſe. He adds, | 

« That thoſe thatare for a toleration of all 

« ways of worſhip in the ſame Common- 

*« wealth would not think any of thoſe wa 

.** which differed from their own to be diſ- 
of honourable to God. 

Bur (Lbeſcech you Sir) they ens 


(75). 
ſo? or how do you know it, by iaſtin& or new 


ey 
light ur (Sir) if chey had, I know ne body is 
bonttl *0- believe then, 2ny more then your 
ſelf. For I dare be fo confident as to affere, thar 
'We there is ſearoe-any SeRt in all Exng/end, unleſs 
they be Atheiſts, that do inthair allow 
of 2 161cration of all ways camade pay in 
Kingdom. ''Hath err 
all our grand Separatiſts > doth 
it where they have power ? did he's 
rien or che Bndepabilane allow any ſuch 
CY ves r_ 7 as fave 
ers themſelves ſer up a ine amongſt 
Ras Which whoſocryr will.dac fubmiceo, is 
prefentty eaſt out of the Brotherhood > ſo chat 
(4 (@ Veſec our Author will find his own Party ve- 
wm 77 final}, when hecomestotall Noles, unleſs 
, hethinkshe find Atheiſts and Hypocrites 
enough all or any ofthe other Parties. 
C For other\yiſe it.is abſohutely impoſſible,thac 
2ny inan'thar is fincere in the of his Re- 
oy on ſhould not think that of worſhip 
ich is contrary to his to be leſs honourable 
to" God: then! his own-(#7, e,) comparatively 
diſhonourable to him, 
* For Inſtance. Ido fincerely chooſe to pray 
"rally Es, — do 
ievethatthls 415 t proper 
('before thoſe men I rats 
honour _— Lowe to God Al- 
hb mighty 


mighty : Now when I ſee others when they 


# 


. (76). 


ſhould worſhip God, (et on their tails like 
Dozs, or wallow and boll and grunt' and groan 
like Swine, or ſtand up and wriggle and make 
ugly faces and grin and make mows like A 
or Baboens, I mult needscontels I'cannot for \ 
my ſouil but think their way of worſhip ridicu- 
lous, and contrary to the due expre of 
the reverence they owe to the infinite God of 
Heaven and Earth, | 

.So that this Gentleman muſt ſuppoſe, that 
all men jn our Nation, or. the greatelt part at 
leaſt, are meer Athoilts or Hypocrires, (which 
no mani but be thatiis one of theſe: hymſelf, can 
poſſibly ſuppaſe) or elſe that there guilt ariſe 
i{trange thoughts of one another from their con. , 
trarieties in the performance of their Publick 
Devotion ; and how ſoon theſe would break 
out into Diſputes, Gontentions ,, 


and ,Feyds 
yences of theft Tumults and 
1s 


and the Conleq | 

Seditions, I leaye it to any one to judge that 
nor prejudiced. | | noril 
Bur if this Gentleman cannot carry his cauſe 
by Reaſon ; he knows another way {tl and 
that is Railing, 
And therefore he ſers full drive on the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England (they being now, 
expoſed as the; ancient Chriſtians were; '.a- 
mongſt the beaſts in the Amphutheatres, with- 

out any guard bur their own generous coura 
gnd innocence) he therefore ventures to give 
em 
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(77). 
them the firſt Eflay of his good natur'd and 
Gentile Do&rine, | by very civilly calling chem 
by thoſe moſt obliging titles of Ignorant or 
Malicious Phyſicians. 
For that he ſpeaks of them is evident, be- 
cauſe there are no other Spiritual” Phyſicians 
which he there muſt mean) bur onely they, 
hat do publickly oppoſe thus beloved tolera- 
cion, | 
And is this all they have for their reward 
for ſetting themſelyes 1n the breach againſt that 
Flood of Popery and Atheiſm, which is juſt 
ready to overflow our Nation ? 

Is not this rare encouragement to our Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, to beftow a thouſand or 
five hundred pounds in the Education of a Son 
to expoſe him (when all is done) to be abuſed 
by every Buffoon.? | 

Is not our Nation: come to a fair paſs for 
Religion , that (though the moſt barbarous 
Nations in the whole world have an honour 
and reverence for their Prieſts, and always had 
fo) yet that Sacred and Honourable Office a- 
mongſt Us, muſt render the Perſon contemp- 
tible > I cannot but be concern'd (as I am a 
Gentleman, and fo I think onght eyery one 
that bears that title) to ſee thoſe who have, 
many of them by their Birth, all of them by 
theirEducation, Degrees, and Orders, me- 
rited a juſt title to the honour of the Engl: 
Gentry ; and that Profeſſion which was in all 

D 3 Ages 
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(78) . : 
(before this laft) accotmed in, this Nz- 
od por poneens Toy yarn ind is 
fo ſtill accounted by our Laws, tohe now be- 
corne ſo deſpicable, that he paſſes for 2 Wir, 
- an bur caſt an affront upon! che Profeſſors 

5e. Tk 
pre why lee 

| - utiteſs they wi 
ke the mode Law to- maintain their F2- 
milies) when the moſt delighefull, moſt ho- 
aourable, and formetly the moſt ufuall way 
for them, is blocked up by flich grand difcou- 


2 | ky} 63: 

Flue whar's he Reafon now why this Gentle 

taan treats them fo Gentilely and civilly in the 

INDIE IL RIEE 
ow « (like | 

er - ow deſert he Flods which are poo Biens 

td to their care, to bedeyourdd by the ſubtle 


| Foxesof Revd, or by thoſe Wolves the facri- 


RI ASE $ and Schiltriaticks of England. 
the Fox and the Woolt (had they this 
Author's Humane Reaſon, and his Way of ex- 
it) would firſt endeaydur to make the 

hate their Shepherds, by telling 
themhow malicious they have been to them in 


teſtraining them from p!aying or feeding iti 
- what es they plat wx, | 


then tell them 
that if they would follow them, they ſhould 
have a general liberty of conſcience todo what 


they plealed, But what would be the event 
ſhould. 


SO .oO. 


ſhould the $ from 
to go aber: good 
would they nor all foon be 

out any body to help them > and would 
they not ſoon find by their fad experience thas 
it had been much berrerfor chem to have cone» 
nued under the reſtramt of their old = from 
neſt Shepherds, then to haveenoyed for 2 few 
—_— w—_ hber CT 

trered them , on yu! 
might devour them 7 aye bur (Jaich-rinsfweer- 


healthfull and natural « - It che Author 
means —— — of Pa- 
» or natural remper of F 

7 T2 iy me mion, that 
(if toleration be once fernp) the World will 

in a ſhort rime be reduced to one of rhefe, 
For ler wer ny - what they —_— 

writing, preaching, and living, &c. were 
not deEnded by Laws,and us Nation-guarded: 
from thoſe ſwarms of Caterpillars that wou'd: 
be ſent from Rome to devour onr Nation, TI 
mean Prieſts and Friars to converr ſortls to pay 
he old Gentlemans Perer-pence, and the relt 
of St. Peter's Parrimony,. their preaching and 
cſputing would never be heard, bur would be 
quite drown'd with the noife of Papilts and 
other. Difſenters ; neither would the piety of 
D: 4 their: 
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: (80) 
their lives ( wereth els) be taken no» 
tice of {t that dir) pretenders to It 
ors Mor = — _—_ paged of it 

piſts eir magnificent 
hens , and heir "a Frome h—__ of 
Miracles which muſt neceffarily take with the 
£ommon people) to draw all mens eyes from 
the true Engliſh Clergy : unleſs it were thoſe 
who were {et as Spies over them to diſcover 
their faults and to divulge them, nay if they 
had no faults (which is not to be conceiyed of 
meer men ) rather then the people ſhould be- 
leve them innocent, they would invent ſtories 
and lyes enough of them to take away all their 
reputation, 

For this, ſome of our Sefts (eſpecially the 
Papiſts ) would think themſelves bound ta 
do, from the very Principles of their Religi- 
on ; the main of which 1s this, to promote 
cheir cauſe by any means whatſoever, So that 
this Gentleman may be fully ſatisfied that 
without the reſtraints of Law or elſe the 
Sword, it would be impoſſible to maintain 
any ſettlement in Religion, but that we muſt 
neceſſarily be hurried into Popery,, Atheiſm 
and all Confuſion, 

Neither let our difſeating Brethren flatter 
themſelves with the hopes that they ſhall ea- 
fily run down the Papiſts with the cry of An- 
tichriſt, Superſtition, and Idolatry, 

For as. to the two Firſt, They will eafily 
Ige. 
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(8x) 
terore them-upon their accuſers, and will raiſe” 
a far greater cry for themſelves of Chriſtian 
Peace and Unity ,of their Church its ant1quuty: 
univerſality, infallibility, and the moſt inex 
hauſtible Treaſure of Charity un her Pardon 
and Indulgences, by which the people ſhall be 
allowed underhand a toleration of all kind 
of debauchery, ſo that they will. but make a 
leg to the kind old Doftor of St. Peter's 
Chair : And:as for Idolatry, they: will eafily 
anſwer that by the effe&ts of diviſions in the 
words of St. Paul, Rom. 2, 21, 22, Thou there» 
fore that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy 
ſclf ? thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou com- 
mit Sacriledge ? 

There can be then but one way that can poſſi- 
bly preſerve us from Popery, without the pre- 
fent execution of our Laws , and that 1s 2a 
ſtanding Army. :. but I believe moſt true Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen will think this Remedy little 
better then the Diſeaſe, 

If it ſhall be anſwered that the Laws might 
be 3 75490. cnn Papiſts, but a Liberty al-- 
lowed to all others : I anſwer, Firſt, that this: 
1s very.unequitable and ſevere ; thatrhoſe per- 
fons who ſuffered moſt of any. ( except- thoſe 
of the Church of England ) for his Majelties 
Cauſe, ſhould now he. is return'd, be the onely 
Sufferers, 

Secondly ,, That were others to'erated,.it 
WUl be impoſſible to diſcover the Papiſts, who 

| D: 5 will. 


('82 ) 
will hide themſelves under their coverings 3. 
there beg 00 ready Ways of conyitting them. 
but onely this ,, their not joyning with the 
Church of Englend in her con{tane publick 


Liturgy every Lords day, and in receiving the- 


Sacraments with her three rimes a year, which: 
can never be confiſtent with che toleration of 
all other Religions a us. 

I refer it therefore ( his Majeſty hath 
commanded- the execution of: his Laws ) to- 
the ferions contideration of onr- Nobles and. 
Gentlemen, whether they will chooſe. to give 
themielves the trouble ro execure our Laws, 
and:to enjoy their Propnieties underthe prote— 
Gionof. them; or whether. they will turn-therr 


throats.ro the. longeſt Sword ; or fabmir their 


necks to the Roman yoke, which our wile fa-. 
thers too hard for- them to bear ? 
For-one of theſe mult be indured & it will in: 
2Thort time be paſtall help to rwo. 
ktter-without-a ſpeedy recourte to the former. 
For if our ScRartes grow more numerons and. 


_ imo any ,.and as long as the 
world: hath more om. then Dr and: 
honeſt in 1, they ſhall not want managers ), 
they. will foon become altogether 


ble without a Rod of Iron, iv —— will 
21] be- 


ſpon.come to that paſs, that no Laws 
executed upon them without-a ſtanding Army 
ta:compel them to-0bedtence and —_— 

T 


fedirions amongſt us,. ( as they may eafily be- 
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(1) 

Barto returm'to our. Auther ;: He proceedss. 
p. 45. to {trike ar: the root of Thom. Hobbes 

is A » bycelling hum plainly and trul 
that it 15 Falſe. Alas, poorold Thom ! that 
extraordinary a Friend of. thine ſhould ſo af-- 
front ſo extraordi a. Perfon as thow 
choughrſt thy (elf. 1! What no other 
but the Scorch Ar againſt hee, chat 
ready way of confutation of ali ObjeQtions,. 
Bellarmine thou lieſt 2 Certainly if T, H, be 
not dead already, . the very.ſence of this affrone- 
would kill him : and would it not grieve our 
good-natur'd Author. to be the of (0- 
extraordinary a Geneleman ?- 

But however,. he not onely ventures to ſay 
It 1s falſe, but endeavours to prove it too,to be: 
falſe, thar the Worſhip-or Honour of God 
conſiſts in the opinz others, Why > be- 
cauſe ** then Idolatry for 4000 years had 
** been che beſt, .nay. the onely Religion, 

Bur what doth this make againit T, H.. his 
Ar et? Or whart abſurdity follows from: 
thence, unleſs this be one, that: the H athens 
were Idolaters ? and if they were ,.who can 
help ic ? Burt ſu (ith our: Author) 1: 
was the onely Chriftian amonglit an whole Na» 
tion of Infidels, I ought not torefrain from the 
Chriſtian worſhip,. which.I grant him it he 
means the private voy of: God : no (faith | 
he) nor to hide-and- dilguiſe it- for fear cf. 
(candal to the Intidels; but as to concealing 4 


(84) 
he muſt pardon me, For I do not conceive 
why Iam boundto throw away my life or e- 
ſate to do no good, but harm amongſt thoſe 
Econverſe withal ; eſpecially in ſuch a Caſe as 
this 15, when I can perform my duty 1n private 
more ſuitably to the commands of Chriſt, For 
he commands us when we pray to enter into 
our cloſer, Mat, 6. and he tells. us, that God 
which ſeeth us in ſecret ſhall reward us openly. 
If Iam herein miſtaken, 1 ſhould be glad if 
| you would pleaſe (Sir) to give me better infor= 
mation. 

But again,He foreſees that an obvious Obje- 
Etion would be raiſed againſt him from the cu- 
ſtoms of men, amongſt whom a alute contrary 
tothe cuſtom of the place would be accounted 
. an affront; As to put off anes Har in the Eaſt 
( though I don't: know where they wear any 
Hats amongſt the Eaſterns) and in the Welt to 
keep it on before Princes, Rut (faith-this-Gen« 
tleman) the ſame-reafonwwould not hold as to 
the worſhip of God. For God knows the yery 
hearts of men ; and therefore needs not judge 
of them by the outward appearance. 

This I confeſs hath fully anſwered the Obje- 
Etion, as to the private-worſhip of God. For 
the liberty of which our Author needs not diſ- 
pure, For Iknow none of the Church of Eng- 
land will oppoſe him in it; our Parliament 
having by their late At lefr every one to his 
kberty in the performance of religicus Duties 


n, 
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(85; 
in his own Houſe : Bur that he argues for,mn(Þ 
be a liberty in the publick worſhip of God z; 
and this if our Author had conſidered, would 
have quite alter'd the Caſe, and haye fully 
ſatisfied him that his anſwer to this Obje&ion 
13altogether vain and frivolous, - For the wor- 
ſhip of God admits of a double conſideration, 
if it be barely conſidered as the worſhip of 
God, then it 1s true that becauſe God knows. 
the thoughts ; the ſincerity of our Souls is ap= 
parent to him, without any outward expreſſions. 
atall, Burif we conſider it as publick, it is 
the worſhip of God.in ſuch a manner as may: 
not onely be known to.God but.to men ; and. 
therefore in that we are bound to uſe ſych out=- 
ward Ceremonies ( 4. e, expreſſions of our re-. 
verence) asare publickly known to expreſs and 
nifie our honour to God, that we practiſe 
t of our Saviour, Mar. 5. Let your Light ſa 
ſhine _ men,8c. therefore asit is a worſhip 
of God, 1t requires our ſincere intentions to 
glortfhe hum by it; and.as it is publick, it re= 
quires that thoſe ſincere intentions be expreſſed 
by ſuch geſtures and ceremonies as are known 
to Cxprels our intentions of honour,not one]y ta 
God, bur to all men that are preſent with us. 

So that (whatſoever our-Author faith to the 
contrary) 1t is not falſe of publick worſhip- 
(concerning which he knows well enough that 
T, H. there ſpeaks) that it doth conſilt (fo far - 
ast is publick) in the opinions of men, 


Bur 


(-36.) | 
But (ware thy gray pate oid Thom.) for now 
he comes with his Similitude (_ his main 
ftrength)'that he may at one blow knock down 
all ers, the fm of it is this, wit, 
That © Asan Univerſal Monarch, though 
« he would be willing to propagare his own \ | 
*« Language, yet cannot be difpleafed ar him | 
<« that pays him honour in a different Lan- 
*« ouage, and wouldart leaſt pardon that di- 
6 ow chat conſents in his own glory. So, 
$c. p. 5 x. &c. ' 
In good:time; But ſuppoſing this or 
had commanded that none ſhould approach his 
preſence, or ſpeak to him, bur m his own Lan- 
guage: would it not be a piece of very great hu- 
miliry in 2 Subject, to come and complement @ | 
him 1m a different | ( eſpecially when 4 
the L ethatthe fupream power had com- | 
was the natural Tongue of that Snb- 
Je) do you think he would not haye a great 
ofreaſon to pardon the Subje@ for thar at- 
front to his commands ? But 1aich the Subject, | 
Bknow this command of Yours was impoſlible- 
for all YourSubje&ts to obey. Becauſe all men 
cannot ſpeak that Language you have enjoined: 
therefore T hope your Majeſty will conſent ro 
that which tends e6 your own glory. ? what an-- 
fiver do you think (Sir,) would be. made to 
ſuch a Subje&t > would his Emperor think him- 
felf <bliged to him for his great civility ? or 
wau'd henot ratherwiſe puruth him for his nm- | 
pudence, 
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(&] 
- in daring to break his commands bee 
re his face ? fork: erhaps thoſe of 0- 
cher Nations could not the and. 
fo might be excuſed) yer this can be no excuſe 
" _ whoſe native © it was {appoſcd.; 


" Aepy this Similitude'to the preſent buſineſs,. 
whar this Author will gain by making 
true compariſons, 

God hath commanded an Unity and 
ment in his Pubhck Worſhip ; the particular 
Magiftrates of our Church and Nation, who- 
are God's Vicegerents,. to this Unety ;. 

int thoſe Ceremontes that are moſt 
ve of reyerence u. the place where we live,. 
and no other tobe m the Publick 
—_ of God; Now can Member of” 
wor os any impeſſibily for not- 
perform command 2, or does he we- 
this ſhall excuſe him, becauſe i is 1 
fible for all other of all the nations in, 
the world, that do not know them, to obſerye- 
thoſe ſame Ceremonies ? 

Orlaſtly, dowe think that he onght to be 
excuſed for-his contempt of authortty,. becauſe 
che different Ceremonies which 4 uſed in 
God' ——_— agree and-conſent tn God's: 


310ry ? 
- For what he ſaith (p; 53.) vix. 

« That as well may different thoughts re-- 
«-preſent the. Worſhip of God and _—_ 


2D IE ati Ga. tos. 


(38) 

* Jeſus Chriſt, as c_ words can repre- 

« jent the ſame 

I cannot tell what he _* hayeby it. 
this I know, take it in the licteralſenſe of it, = 
is as extravagant an aſſertion as one can ea» 
fily meet withall, For different words may 
fignifie the Lame things, becauſe neither the | 
things nor mens notions. of things, do alter by 
_ various words or languages in which they 

elſed, But it is umpoſlible it ſhould be 
Coin e Worſhip of God. For the Worſhip 
of God beingefſeatial Iyplaced. in the thoughes, 
fr one. thoughts nuit make different Wor- 
ſhips. But perhaps this 15 to-be typically os 
ically interpreted. 

As tor that laſh he gives the Roman Church, 
þ. 53. The old. Gencleman of the infallible 
Chair may well pardon him for it, fince he 
—— himamends; ag = ogy (p. 56.) 


| in Henry the Eighth by the head. 

| Rad , firſt to bela for his Adul- 
tery, and then for deſerting his good old friend 
the Pope. 


B— 
= 


The laſt Obje&: He anſwers (from p, 54. to 
{en .) Is that by which ſome would prove. 
ley of the Error of the Greeks by ſc- 
veral Texts of Scripture, 4- 
The Error of the Greeks, I ſuppoſe was this. 
Their following vain and Heathen Philoſophy 
(or meer Humane Reaſon) againlt the Divine 
Reve- 


\ 
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(89) 
Revelation of the Chriſtian Relngion » by the 
Miracles and Preaching of Chriit and his A+ 
poſtles. For from hence was it, that the Do- 
Ctrine of the Reſurre&tion was derided amongſt 
them, that the Apoſtles Preaching was hone 
fooliſhneſs, and the Croſs, a ſtumbling-block. 

Now I appeal to any judicious and umpartial 
Reader, whether this Author hath not driven 
on this ſame, or a worſe deſign in no ſmall 
part of his Book. 

For he hath endeavoured to prove, that a 
man may be excuſable, though he follows his 
Humane Reaſon to the denial of Chriſtianity, 
(4. e.) in adire@ oppoſition to the Divine Re- 
velation, Nay he hath endeavoured to prove, 
that Jews, Heathens and Atheilts, arein an e- 
qual poſſibilicy of ſalvation with the unerring 
Chriſtian, 

Now Idefire this Author to prove, that e- 
ver the Heathen Greeks had amonglt them any 
queltion which they did defend more directly 
contrary to the Chriſtian Religion then His 15, 
Which if he cannot do, he muſt acknowledge 
that he hath out-done them all at the wiſdom 
of enticing words,. to draw others from Chri- 
ſtiarity : and that he doth not” come far ſhore 
of them at the wiſdom of the fleſh, and the 


”- wiſdom of the Princes of this World, will ap- 


pear inthat he hath ſo much bafied himſelf ro 
prove, that Humane Reaſon may tolerate A+ 


theiſm, it lf, and conſequently all me 
aunty 
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(90) 
Jaſts and wickedneſs whatſoever. 

Away with you dull Greeks for a company 
of old fools, that could not improve your rea- 
fon further, then to the denial of Chriſt ! meer 
Gregory-Grey-beards are you all, in compa=- 
riſor of our Author, who can tell you preſent- 
Jy how to deny the Being of a God by Humane 
Reaſon, and to excuſe your ſelves when you 
have done ; ſoexquiſitely hath he found our 2 
gue to happinets, and ſo gentilely hath he 
ollowed the diretions of his own Reaſon, 
| The Gentleman in thenex:t place proceeds to 
eſtabliſh his DoCirine by poſitwe Arguments, 
And his firſt Argument 1s from the ſafery of 
X, which he endeavours to prove by compa- 


rivg his guide (vi,) every mans own Reaſon, | | 
with x that and in competition with ir, *F' 


«© As firſt with the apprehenſion of a Viſion 


* or Revelation extruiſecally coming into- 


* the Soul. p. 62. 

If he means nothing but Enthuſiafme here- 
by, I ſhall one'y leave it to be diſputed be- 
ewixt him and his gratefull friends the Quak- 
ers, For I know no Chriſtian that will follow 
or expect new lights, ſince God hath given us. 
the Golpel, a pofirive law to govern our lives 
and actions; and ſince the Apoitletells us, Gal. 
I, 8, Thas if be,.or an Angel from beaucn ſhould 
hr any othcr Goſpel, be ought 10 be held ac- 
curſed, 


If he means all revelation in general un 
t 


i 


(or) 

that of the Gofpel not excepted, 2s whar ma 
not 2 man yenture at, Who 1s indued with his 
Humane Reaſon, which hath already taught 
him to excnſe Infidelity and Atheiſm?) I defrre 
him to conſider, that fmce he himſelf hath my 
ved in the larrer end of his Book, that we have 
Reaſon enough ro believe the Scriptures ro be 
the Word of God.; Whart ſtrange kind of blaſ- 

emons aſperfion he muff caft upcnthe Divine 

ifdom, if he dares to affert that eyery mans 
own Reaſon 1s a ſafer rule rowalk by, then thax 
rule which God hath particularly revealed tous 
from heavenfor that ſe. Unlck therefore 
he canthink our ownReafon more infallible then 
che Reaſon of God himſelf, he muſt conclude, 
(if he believes the Goſpel ro be Gods Word, 


'y + as heprofeſſeth to do) that it is much fafer to 


- 


follow thar law which God hath been pleaſed 

to giveus, then the law of our own | 

For otherwiſe the Divine Revelation had been 
a vain and uſleſs. | 

econdly, The next guide he endeayours 

to prove leſs ſafe than Humane Reaſor,. 1s 

nr >" 4 s 63. 

By which he hah not explained what he 
means, ſo that by this Diſcourte (fince he hath. 
no ways limited the fignification of rhe word) 
we may juſtly judpe he intended cofer up every 
man's Reaſon as a fafer guide then all Auchort- 
ty. His reaſon is this, 

* For if that Authority preſcribe ag to 
«6 ye 


(92) 

* have good fortune, and meerly good fors 

«« tune 1nour obedience, 

Burt I pray you Sir, Are there not many 
truths that can b4no ways made evident (or at 
leaſt nor ſo evident as is convenient) bur by the 
ſuffrage of Authority > as the diltinftioa of. 
perſons 1n the ſacred Triniry, the Deity of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. For if the univer= 
{al conſent of the Churchin theſe points d1d not. 
clearly prove; that thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which are arged for them, were to be ſo inter- 
preted, it would not patuue be ſo cafie a mat- 
ter to ſtop a ſubtile Socinians mouth by meer 
Scriptufe ; and much leſs by meer Reaſon. 

we take Authority in the other common 
acceptation of the word for lawful power ; the 


Author's aſſertion is till worſe and much more y 


falſe. For in all indifferent things and doubt- 
tul matters, the Authoricy of the Magiſtrate 1s 
to preſcribe'to us, not our own-Reaſon onely : 
it being much ſaferfor us to follow authority in 
thoſe caſes, then to, be guided onely by our 
ſelves. So that, Sir, you ſee by this time that 
in moſt ations of our lives (for moſt of them 
do concern indifferent. things) we have not on- 
ly good fortune but good reaſon in our obedi- 
ence to authority. Nay in forme caſes (and thoſe 


not a few) authority 1s the onely reaſon of our 4 -- 


- affent ; as inall matters of fat, the reaſon of 
our belief can benothing elſe, bur the authori- 
ty of the witneſſes ; andin all matters of hiſto- 


un 


"TP MW. 2 
ry, thereaſon of our belief is not ſo much the 
reaſonableneſs or credibllity of the thing that 
15 related, as the credit and conſent of Authors, 
which 1s nothing elſe but- Authority ; from 
whence it1s that we canprove the truth of the 
Scripturesthemlelyes : and iffo, then ſurely it 
was very Chriſtianly (aid of this Gentleman, 
that we have onely good fortune in oyr obedi- 


ence to authoritysfor then we have nothing but ; 


ood. fortune for our belief of the Scriptures 
lves,ſince the Reaſon of it is only groun= 

ded on Authority. But he proceeds p, 64. 
..: .* That if it lead us into errour, we have 
_ *nathing to plead for our excuſe, for we 
ſes. haye poching.co ſay for our obedience to 
*« that authoraty. / "6. | 
Who would have thought it > haye we no- 
thing to ſay for our belief of matters of ta&t and 
hiſtory, if we be deceived in then? have we 
no excuſe for our felyes #: certainly any body 
bur this. Author would allow us a very confide- 
rable, : nay a full excuſe of our errour from the 
teſtimony of the witneſſes ; elie oux Magiſtrates 
are ina very hard caſe, whoare to paſs 
ſentence, even in caſes of life and death, Se- 
cundum allegata, & probata- (4. e.) mapprhen 
a evidence, which they haye from the wimel- 


= But however, he is reſolyed to prove ie ffom 
the example of Eve, who pleaded the Autho- 
rity of the Serpent, and yet was puruſhed, Did 

e 
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(94) 
the not deſerye it, fince ſhe dared lng 
che Serpent rather then God himſelf ? An 
* Adan t00 was accuried, becauſe 
« lieved chat which was figararively one 
« with him his wife ( as Members of 
« the Church pretend to do the Church, 
' «rather then that which was moſt 
| * 2nd fingly one pang; which was his 
* own Realon. . 6 
What fine ſtory have we here > he Authot 
bn, on he had pleaſed, have made ſhort work, 
aber any that. dan was accurſed far 
be ole regs ell Loafap 
pretty e had not fo w tin 
bog Cibneh, © which this Gentlemen Was To 
to as Henry was drawn 
10 juſt berry the head nl ſhoulders. For 
if ever any thing-came in ———— 
does : For was there ever any Member of #.. 
Church that believed the Church fovp 
reaſon, bur becauſe ic was figurati «ge Aye wi 
himſelf? if not, ro what purpaſ: 
rentheſis of the Church aan in,'in his 
place? unleſs it was to make all his admirers to 
calt off their obedience co the Church, -But if 
any be hereby perfwaded to it, they muft be 
fuch as Are bor able to . diſtioguiſh berween 
Reafon and Impertineney.” Bur to let thar paſs, 
Iwonder who told him that 4dam was accyrf- 
ed for believing his wife rather then his own 
Reaſon; whoever he Was, 2 Scorch man your 


SF 


(95) 
aall him a merry Gentleman, that is in plain Ee 
Irs 2 johe liar, For if our Author will 

zeyethe ty of Moſes in the cale(Gen.z 
17.) he will find that the reaſon of his curſe is 
there given to be no other , then becauſe he 
had broken Gods Command, and had not 0 


\3# beyed his Authority ; So thar his crime was 


not that he had believed his Wiſe rather then 
his own Reaſon. -Forthat Law was nota Law 
of Nature orReafon, but a mee ive Law 
of God. For(had not God parricularly forbid 
it) it had been for all any reaſon to the Contra- 
ry, as lawful for Adamto havecaren of that 
Tree,asof apy Tree in all Eden : Bur-the cauſe 
on Ee ſh 
e on | 
s commands and threatnings of God. 
t does all this make againft Authority ? 
fince Adam was accurſed for not obeying the 
divine Authoriry. Who would ever believe 
any Authority after ſo grand a demonſtration 
againſt it ferch'd from” Adam's riches ? 
As for whathe faith, 
own eyes, &c, -I onely defire him to-relfl me 
whether he doth believe that we muſt neyer 
follow nor affent ro Auchority > Tf he cannot 


bedience and affent to Authority where'itts ne- 
ceſfary(as inmoſt caſesof our lives 1havealrea- 
dy proved it is)is not a blinding our own eyes; 
and a'putting our ſelves into a greater ow - 


| be ſo ridiculous to beliye it then farely our 0- 
4j 


. 65, ofblinding our 


SL (96) 
* ity of notfinding then of lighting upon the 
| erue paſſage to Heaven, as on d there in- 
' Cinuate? For I muſt needs tell him, that his 
Book is nothung elſe almoſt but —_ of com- 
mon ſophiſtry , v#4. an univerſal concluſion 
from ſome few particulars, and this managed 
| by hiding himlelf in general and ambiguous 
terms, little fimiles, and fly infinuations ex- 
| aly fitted to deceive the vulgar, and thereby 
to deſtroy all Peace and Unity in the Church, 
' by making them have ſo high an opinion of 
| w_ qo ap.4 gunaibne is of myers ty to 
W are ally- prone enough ; for 
the Fool is, wiſeſt in his omngey that they 
| #fhall ſoon ſcorn and contemn all Authority 
' whatſoever, which he endeayours to inflnuate 
by the advantage of ſafety on the contrar 
part, p. 65. * Now contrariwiſe ( ſaith he; 
” ; are guided by their own under- 
*« ſtanding if they commit themſelves wholly 
*to1t) are as ſafe onthe left hand as onthe 
[ ** right, as ſecure of happineſs in their Errours 
| | **25 others are in the Truths they happen to fall 
| ** 1nto, 
Hath he not now diſcovered moſt apparently 
[' what he means by his Humany Reaſon ? Is it 
| not the very ſame with Kalpho's New-light 2 
|| -*-;Foras of Paghoude we ſay, | 
if ; That zhey are ne'r beſpdes their way; 
.. - What e'r-men-(peak by this New-light, 
Still they art orc 10 be th” right; 
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(97). 
Suppoſe then that any one ſhould commit 
himſelt ſo wholly to his underſtanding, that 
he ſhould by the Errors of -it be led into theft, 
murder, rebellion, ſchiſm, herefe,infidelity and 
Atheiſm it ſelf, wonld not th'sman hereby, 
4 think you, bein a very ſafe condition 2Yand 
| would not God Almi P at the great day of 
payment be very well ſatisfied for the com- 
miſſion of all theſe crimes, with this anſwer, 
that the man did wholly commut himſelf to the 
guidance of his own underſtanding ? or rather 
would not his own conſcience tell him that he 
ought to have been better inform'd > and that 
he might have been fo if he had not been fo 
| ſelf-conceited of his own opinions. 
d 


Did ever any man but this Author make ſuch 
uſe of his Humane Reaſon to countenance all 
the villanies inthe world 2 For what miſchicf 
is there ſo-great that a man may not be led into 
by committing himſe]f wholly to the guidance 
of his own underſtanding, if it be not before. 
hand rightly inform'd and inftrufted > Now 
ſhould we not have a blefſed world were men 
as ſecure in theſe Errours that might lead 
Into all theſe villanies before wentioned, 
ers- are in their Truths? But fu:ther, 
K Should a man chance to prove, that in moſt 


Authority, though we may err thereby ; nay, 

though we err contrary to our own Reafon : 8 

that on the other hand, if we err by following 
E 


our 


+ Caſes of our lives we are ſecure, if we follow * 


(98) 

our own Reaſon againſt Authority, we are 

clearly left without. excuſe for our point * 

ption, How then ? what would become 

of the grand ſecurity our Author ſaith every 

man hath in being guided.by his own under- 

ſtanding Would it not thence beclearly pro- 

ved, that Authority is a much ſafer Guide in 

thoſe things then every mans own Reafon ? and 

yet (1 think) what I have undertaken will nei- 
require any extraordinary brains,nor pains 

to demonitrate, For 1s it not as viſible as the 

Sun in our aſſent to all matters of Fa& from 

the Authority of Witneſſes, and in our obedi- 

Ence to —_ in all indifferent things? for 

in both theſe Cales (eſpecially in the latter ) he 

that errs with Authority may plead the Autho= 

rity for his excuſe : but he that errs againſt it, « 

is quite left without any excuſe at all, 

For in all things indifferent in their own na- - 
ture ( 7. e. ) all ſuch things which before any 
Humane Commands concerning them are 
wholly left ro every mans own j nt, bei 
neither forbidden nor commanded by God, 1 
the Authority of our Govyernours doth inter- 


vene, and command that this indiffer 
ſhall be done,though we did think it mo J 
ſonable to be left undone, yet we-muſt be 
bound in theſe Caſes to obey Authority rather %Yy 
then. our own Reaſon. For otherwiſe every 
mans Reaſon would be his Magiſtrate, andhe 
ſhould be onely bound to dothat which is righe 
in 
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(99) 
in his own eyes and nothing elſe, Would not 
our Authors DoQtine be very well fitred to 
the peace of all Society 2 and does nor he de» 
ſerve very well fromthe publick by.doing what 
lies in his power to wheadle into the heads of 


\ his uowary Readers ( which are the greateft 


number of men-amongſt us) that it is lafer for 
every man to be govern'd by the Laws of his 
own Reaſon, then by the Laws of the Church 
merge y_ __ F qu : 

t. now ſuppoſe we ſhould err in doing aty 
indiffereng things in obediefice to our Goyer 
nours, and that 1r had been really better that 
It had noe been'done, yet our obedience,though 
contrary to our own Reaſon ſhould in this cale 
excuſe us. Whereas whoſo errs in following his 
own Reaſon, contrary to the commands of Au- 
thority in indifferent things, is altogether lefe 
without exculſe,cither God or Man ; un- 
leſs it be before this good-natur'd Author who 
15 reſolved to excuſe him by half a Jury of 
Reaſons : but I may juſtly except againſt every 
one of them ; for there is none of them that 1s 
both honeſt and true, 

Furſt Reaſon 1s this. © There is no danger 
*« of periſhing where there is ao diſobedi= 
*« ence, but without this every man may of- 
*tenerr, the command of God being not 
*Þo find out Truth, bur to endeayour the 
* finding 1t ; for the Command 1s, Search 
« aud je [tall 06 
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\ Is not this pleaſant > For what was the end 
and deſign of this Command ? onely that we 
ſhould tura Seekers and borrow D7ogenes his 
Candle and Lanthorn, and go peeking abour 
all our life time, that we might in ſearching 
have ſomething to buſie our ſelves about ? or 
was it given us that we might find out Truth > 
If the latter was the end of the Command ; 
then that which binds tothe end, commands all 
the lawful meansto that end. So that he which 
is to ſearch for Truth, is by that Command bid 
to make uſe of all thoſe means that God hath 
afforded himto the finding it out, Whetefore 
who ever faileth by the wilful negle@ of any 
means he had for the finding Truth, is there- 


fore inexcufable, Now fince Authority 1s the 


immediate and ready way by which we. find 
out many Truths (as all matters of Fatt and 
Hiſtory, on which the Truth of Scripture it 
ſelf doth depend) if any man being to ſearch 
for any Truths of this ſorr,ſhall out of his own 
ſelf=conceitnegle& all Authority (by which the 
matter was onely to be known) and ſhall ſearch 
onely by the reaſon of the thing ; would nor 
any man conclude him to be juſt as wiſe, and 
juſt as excuſable, as he who being commanded 
ro look for the Hare when the Dogs were at a 
loſs, runs to thenext houſe and falls a pyjling 
off the Tyles to look for her 1n the roof of the 
houſe, For might not this wiſe Seryant pre- 
tend as good a Reaſon to excuſe himſelf as on 

uy 
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Author's wiſe Reaſon that he here alledgeth.F 
For might he not ſay to his Maſter ? Sir, your 
Command was not to find out the Hare, but 
onely to ſearch for it > Do we not think now 
that this man did very well obey his Maſters 
Command ? and that he ought to-be return'I 
an abundance of thanks for his pains > for a» 
las poor Fellow |. he did as he was bidden, he 
looked for the Hare : nay poſſibly he could 
give as good a Reaſon for the manner of his 
earch as any 1s 1n all Humane Reaſon,vix, that 
he that will find whar is loſt muſt ſearch,as well 
where it is not, as where it is : ſo that he fol» 
lowed but his own Reaſon in the ſearch ; and 
therefore if our Author was his Maſter , he 
would without doubt reſt very well ſatisfied 
wath him, 
Secondly, our Authors next Reaſon, p.67. is 
this. © Becauſe we lay the blaſphemous ac-- 
* cuſation of injuſtice upon God, if he pu» 
” —_ for an Errour, that we could not a- 
©*,V01d. 
Theſe are his words : but I i'r it ſhould 
be thus (if we ſay that he puni us for an 
Error we could not avoid)for if God Almighty 
doth really puniſh us for ſuch Errours, then it 
could be no blaſphemy 1n us to ſay fo, neither 
would it be any accuſation of injuſtice ,. but 
onely a declaration of the plain Truth, 
But what man ever ſaid fo, that underſtood 
what he ſaid, that God will puniſh us for Er- 
| | E rours 
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ronrs that we could no ways avoid > What 
then is this Reaſon to che purpoſe > Oh ! 
mach, ſaith he, For arenot all Erronrs ſuc 
which we fall into after 2 full ſearch for Truth, 
according to the beſt means repreſented to our 
Ing? I t it; But if we donot 
rightly inform our underſtanding when it is in 
onr todo it ; my,if we ſhall negle& any 
of thoſe means tharGod hath given us for our 
information, then our Erronr will not be ſach 
as we conld notayord ; and conſequently with- 
out any injuſtice God may and will punifh us 
forit, Wherefore he rhar hall our of wittl 
ride et Aunchoriry or Revelation in 
r Truths that are mott properly 
found our by chem, does not ufe the heft and 
moſt proper means that God hath grvenhim to 
thar end ; and therefore may as juftly be pu- 
niſhed for his folly {though he may think he 
follows his own Humane Reaſon in the fearch ) 
as that Servanr did deferyero be well rib roa- 
fled by his Maſter for ſearching for the Hare 
at the top of the houſe, becauſe he did nor 
look for her in the proper place to find her, 
The third Reaſon, p. 58. ** Becauſe we ought 

*« not to believe Errours of taith ro be 

'«« damnable. 

Bat if theſe Errours be fundamental and ob- 
ſinately continued in, againſt plain means of 
convittion, in oppoſition to authority; in ſpighr 
of our Authors Reaſon, 1 mult believe them 


». 
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damnable. Oh ! no (ſaith he) for this is moſt 
wildly nncharitable : but why ſo > becauſe this 
was to damn millions of men, for one that ſhall 
be ſaved. But this damns none bur fuch as wil- 
fully and obſtinately continue mm their errours, 
= —_ meme nor chem net- 
r, for it 13 poſſible they may live to repene 
and amend : but if they die in kerelle, thar chey 
die in damnable fins, we maſt believe, if we 
will believe either $. Pal, Gal. 5. 19, 20, &Cc. 
who reckons up ſedirions and herefies 
the reſt of the black catalogue,which ſhall ſhit 
us out from the Kingdom of heaven z or $. Pe- 
rey, who plainly rells us, that there are damng- 

ble herefies, in his ſecond Epift, c. z. v. 1. 
Now if this be contrary to charity to afſerr, 
I cannot help i, 1 have yery company in 
my uncharitablenefs; tor $. Perey and S,P aul are 
both guilry of it as well as 1. Oh uncharzable 
Apotties ! that had no mare pity, nor love, nor 
compaſſion in yeu to rhofe mallions of diflenery 
that were herericks 19 your time, but thar you 
muſt not onely believe, but pronounce the Er- 
rours in faith of the greateſt part of che world 
to be damnable herefies | e'n ſhife for your 
ſelves good Apoſtles, for this Author hath 
Ccharg'd you home with wild uncharitablencis, 

His fourth Reaſon, 1lbid. and p.. 69. 
« We ought not to teach men chart any Er- 
*rours in belief overthrow our hopes of ſal- 
* vation, unleſs we could give them 2 cara- 
B. 4 *logue 
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* logue of thoſe Errours that do ſo. 

But why 2 becauſe this would be moreun- 
comfortable then the other is uncharitable, for 
it would neceſſarily lead men into deſpair. 

What then ? Muſt we teach them to throw 
away their Bibles, and renounce all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and wholly to commir 
themſelves to the guidance of their own Reaſon 
= our Author ſeems to do, p. 65.) andthat 

en they ſhall be ſafe enough and need nor fur- 

ther trouble their heads with matters of faith 
or religion, No, ſurely,there is a middle way 
which 1s plain for all men to walk mn, which 
ought to be ſhown them; (7. c.) this : That 
ſome errours of faith are damnable, though nor 
all ; and we may eaſily give them a general 
catalogue of what errours are ſo, by which 
they may judge of particulars, 

Thoſe Errours of Faith are damnable which 
are wilfully run into, ind all ſuch as are conti- 
nued in, in oppofition to the Authority of the 
Church perverſely, and obſtinately : and thus 
our Author hath a general catalogue of what 
Errours are damnable ; let him make what uſe 
of it he can. 

The fifth Reaſon, p. 69. and 70. is this. 

** Becauſe we cannot know our fault, and 

© therefore haye no means of repenting of it: 

«« and conſequently cannot ' expect pardon 

«fort; there being no forgiveneſs without 

*« repentance, and repentance, A 
Wits 
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* without knowledge of our fault. 

But if this be true, ut would damn all man- 
kind, For who is there that-hath ever had 2 
particular knowledge of all the finsthart he hath 
committed? ſo that there muſt be many of them 
according to this Gentlemans reaſon, unrepeut- 
ed off, and conſequently unpardoned. What's 
become of this Gentlemans-great charity which 
he hath always boaſted of ? for this opinion 4s 
much more uncharitable then any of thoſe 
whoſe uncharitableneſs he hath ſo much de- 
claimed againſt, But (thanks be to God) this 
isnot true. For ſure we are, David doth repent * 
him of thoſe faults which he had. no knowledge 
off, P(, 19.12, 1n that Prayer of his, Who cen 
underſtand his errours ? cleanſe thou me from- my 
ſecret faults. By whuch the Royal Prophet muſt 
mean ſuch faults as he himſelf had forgotten, ' 
and had no knowledge of ; ele the firlt of. 
the verſe, which is the reaſon of the followi 
petition, could have no coherence with-the lat-- 
ter, . hich is the perizion it ſelf grounded upon 
the former. Befides , Why can we have no- 
knowledge of our fault unleſs it be committed 
againſt our own Reaſon ? For though we.erre 
only againſt authority ,and are for a time blind»- 
ed with prejudice, fo that we cannot at preſent 
ſe our eorour, 1s it not poſſible that the preju- 
dice afterwards may be removed,. by a due in- 
formation from others, os by our own ſerious 
conſideration aſſited by - Grace of God?.1f 

5 it. 
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it is poſſible, chen there is nothing of truth nor 

eonſequence in this Reaſon. | 

His fixth Reaſon, p. 50.15 this, 
© The great probability of truch on all ſides, 

* even the erring ones, ought-to make us be- 
* lieve that God. will not puniſh thoſe that 
GE EITEC, 

To this Tanſwer, If our errours be ſuch as 
are not the effects or cauſes of any lin in us, we 
have no. reaſon to think but God. will pardon 
them : But if ourerrours are the effects of wil- 
full —_— pride, or idleneſs; or if they 
have led ns mto ſchiſm and herefie , and. con- 

of authority then we can haveno hopes of 

pardon wichout amendment, Wherefore fin be= 

2g moit commonly, exher the canſe or the ef 

Qt of our-errours, or- both; it. proves that- 
there is no ſmall danger in them. 

Burt chere1s no ſuch great-danger from errors 
Faith this Gentleman) p. 71. | 

**For it 1s not -confiſtent with. the goodneſs 

T-of God to havemade trithfo difficult to'be- 
«.fonnd out, if he intended to punih the miſs 
«of it with eternal punithments. 

To this Tanſwer, That where the difficulty 
frpaſſech che helps that God hath given us, we 
need not fexr-that God will punith useternally 
fpr not finding out ſuch-rruths. For if they had 
been neceffiry ro be known for our ſalvation, 
they ſhould'have been ſuited ro our capacity, 
But if we are wilfully ignorantof any —_ 
erurns, 
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truths, then 1c 15 got - contrary to the goodneſs 
of God to punith us eternally for it, .as well as 
for any other fin which we die in withour- re» 
enauce, For the dame thing. night: as we!l 
ed to free men, from eternal puniſhment, 
for molt other ſins as well as this-of wiltull er-- 
rour. For ſigce it is ſo very dithcult zo flelh and 
blood,. to abſtain from choſe fins which profic 
and pleaſure tempts us to, and {o- eafie to run 
into chem ; nay fince thee is but one way of 
exact vertue, which isthe middle way for thoſe. 
many hundreds that lead to yitious exereams 5 
and- (as heſaith of cruch) there 15 no certain. 
mark fer upon that one,. to diftinguuh ic from 
others.; he may. therefore as well chuak irincony 
fiſtent with the Jivine goodaels to puniſh men 
etcroally for their yices, as for their errours 5 
ſince the reaſon is che yery ſame in bath. 

But now ſuppoſing it was true (which he- 
can never prove) that God would not punuth us. 
for our wilful e:rours, yet ſincethe conſequence 
of errours doth naturally lead us into the moſt 
damnable fins,. tt therefore behoove:h us (i. 
we tender our eternal happinels) to rake care to 
preſerve our (elves from errour, which may be- 
not only of dangerous, but of damnable con» 
lequence to us, 

What then. is the wiſeſt way for the moſt of 
men, to guard themſclves from thele daygers 

This 15 a queſtion well worth our-ccatideray 
tion, , if we chink we have ſuch foals in us, as 

are 
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are endangered by errour to be eternally loſt 
and miſerable. 

What then muſt the common people here a- 
mongſt us (the greateſt part of which , have 
fcarce reaſon enough-to demonſtrate themſelves 
to be men) do to ſecure themſelves 2- 

F anſwer, It is the fafeſt way for them, 
to relie upon the Church, eſpecially in all mat- 
ers of indifferency and of unneceſſary diſputes : 
and upon ſome of*thoſe Guides which the 
Church hath lawfully called and authorized 1a 
all caſes of conſcience. | 

For fince- (as this Gentleman te$s us) many, 
nay moſt of men, and the wifeſt of men have 
erred (though they have had all the advantages 
eo improve thelr reaſons, that this world could 
afford them) how ſhould any ordinary man, 
who 1s yoid of all helps but his own natural 
reaſon, dare to rely upon it alone, in- buſineſs 
of ſo great concern as his eternal happineſs oz 
miſery > "Eſpecially, fince he doth not think it 
convenient to rely upon it- in buſineſs of leſſer 
concern, vix, Tnat of his health-or eſtate. 

Now I appeal to all men, that in difficult ca» 
ſes do conſult their Lawyer and Phyſician; whe- 
ther they do not think it ſafer to rely upon their 
judgements, then to be governed only by them- 
ſelves ? they muſt ſay they do ſo, elſe they were 
mad-to confult them, and give them money for 
nothing. So that this Author hath the ſuffrage 
ef all wiſe men againſt his opinion, when - 

tells 
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tells us that upon the account of ſafery, w2 
ought.to commut our {elves wholly ro our own 
reaſon in the ſearch of truth, Nayl will refer 
it to himfelf, and challenge him upon his re- 
putation (if he hath any left) to tell me whe- 
ther his own practiſe doth not contradi&t his 0= 
pinion ? that is, whether or no he conſults his 
ownreaſon, and.commits himſelf wholly to the 
guidance of it, in-cafes that concern his life and 
eltare, or whether he is guided by the Doctor, 
and the Barriſter > 

To this perhaps he will anſwer, that he li- 
mits his diſcourſe to. the ſearch of Religious 
truths, in-which it is moſt ſafe for us to rely 
upon our own Reaſon; 

But Ipray yon, Sir, why not then in all o0- 
ther ? can you ſhow meany cauſe of difference? 
It you ſay becauſe Religion is grounded upon 
probabilities, I Anſwer, ſo is Phyſick upon 
much more uncertainty then Religion ; and the | 
Law 1sno leſs built upon uncertainties in many 
caſes which haye not-been determined by pre- 
fdents. But ſuppoſe that religious mattersare 
more intricate and obſcure , and leſs certain 
then other things; ſince errours in Religion 
are no leſs dangerous to our Souls,. then er=- 
rours in Law and Phyſick are to our Eſtates and 
Lives, ( if we believe we have any ſouls) We 
ought then to be more careful to conſult oup 
Guides of Conſcience, then weare to take ad- 
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ence and prac 15 the belt teacher, 

Let us now luppoſe every private perſon to: 
be wholly committed to the guidance of his. 
-own reaſon (according to this- Author's Do« 
_ and. let us Ke what fatety he enjoys. 
For chen ſuppoſing he meets with a Cunni 
Gentleman from RE hath been nr. 
pp in all advantages of Learning and Educati- 
on) that ſhould baffle his reaſon tor.the defence 
of Proteſtantiſm, then.if he will a@ rationally 
he muſt preſencly turn Papiſt ; and owe verſa, 
The ſame thing would alto hold if he ſhould be 
baffled by any Jeſuit, under the diſguiſe of an 
other SeCtary whatſoever : for he mnit ſo of» 
ven change hus Religion as he meets with more 

rafry D tsthan hamfſelf, By which means - 
he mmght every hour have a-ſeveral religion ,. 
and change ſo often till at laſt he had quitted 
allrelepionand rurmn'd Atheiſt, which we ſee 
to be the ordinary conſequence of frequent 
ehanges, Nay further, ſuppoſe he meets with: 
ſemeſubtle Jeſuit in diſpute (whoſe buſineſs 
| is toconvert men, firſt ro debauchery, then 
to Atheiſm, and ſo by degrees to Popery) who 
tould baffle all his reaſons for. che praGtiſe of 
vertue, nay for the immortality of his ſou! and: 
forthe being of God (as-1t may well beſup-. 
pog'd where there is ſo great 2 difference inthe 
advantages of the perſons) What then will be- 
come of him, if he commits humfelf only to the 
guidance 
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ge of his own Reaſon ? he muſt ther pre» 
tly commence Brute, and believe that he- | 
hath no more ſoul then his horſe -or any other 
beaſt, and-rhac he ſhall die and periſh like one 
of them : nay he muſt turn Atheiſt and nor on» 
1y deny the Lord that bought him, butchar 
God that made him, and ſo be left altogerher 
without any excuſe. Ts not this perſon now 
very ſafe (think you) under the. guidance of 
his own reaſon 2 Tf re avelGGruced 
run into Popery, Hereſie, and Atheuſm, ler us: 
follow our own Reaſons, and wholly commic 
our ſelyes to our own guidance : if not, Let us 
follow the Church of Engtand,and thoſeguides 
which ſhe hath ſet over us in alt- difficult caſes. 
of which we our ſelves can be ne-comperent 
jdpes ; and-when we are preſs'd withany ar- 
gumentfor a change in our religion (which we- 
are not able to anſwer) let us repair to our 
ewn lawfull Miniſter, or to ſome other that 
fall dire@ us , for a ſartsfaQion- of our 
doubts and obje&tions, 

And though this may ſeem a Paradox in this. 
Age of Schifm and Fattion ; yet the relying on 
the Church is the yery ſame dire&ion that St. 
Paul grves,. 1 Tim. 3. 15, where he callsthe 
Church of God, The pillar and ground of truth. 
For-if ſo, then al] thatare Chriitians, ought to- 
rely upon this. pillar, and to build their faith. 
upon that which is the-ground of truth, But T 
know he there means the Univerſal _— 
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But you'l fay, how ſhould I (who am anil- 
literate perſon, or a private Gent:eman, and 
-underſtand not the languaggs in whuch the Scri- 
ptures and other Church-writings are pen'd) 
know what the DoCtrine of the Umverſal 
Church is 2 for Lam not able to ſearch for the 
Chriſtian DoCtrine my ſelf. 

Lanſwer, Read the Scriptures in- Engliſh, 
and praQtiſe thoſe things that are _ and ea- 
fie in them : and as for difficult dilputes either 
ler them quite aloae,: or elſe conſult in all diffi- 
culties the direftions of your own Church, the 
Church of England, by thoſe guides which ſhe 
hath ſet oyer you. But may not theſe deceive 
me too, as well as my own Reaſon ? 

I Anſwer, Ir is probable that they whoſe 
buſineſs it is to ſtudy thoſe things, mult know 
them morecertainly then I,. who have neyer 
had time nor convenience to ſtudy them, 

But ſuppoſing they ſhould decerve me, as long 
as Iam 1n this life, I ſhall always be ſubject to 
errour ; and if Ido follow theſe directions,fure 
L am, it istheir fault and not mine, if they lead 
me into errour ; for I have done what I could 
ro 1 It :.and ſure I am,, I cannot thisway. 
he led into Popery, Infdelicy and Atheiſm (as 
I may be if I wholly commicmy {elf to the ſoie 

idance of my own reaſon) ſince our Church 

th ſo plainly guarded us againlt the Idolatry, 
of Rome 1n 1ts piain Homilies, and againſt Infi- 
delity and Arhciſm by her full and ſhort Caſe 
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chifm, and by allowing us the uſe of the Scri- 
ptures, I dare confidently aver, that there is 
no ways in the world left for us that areunlear- 
ned, to keep us (without a miracle) from He- 
reſte, and Schilm, or Popery and Atheiſm, bur 
only by this method that I have now laid down, 

It 1am miſtaken, I ſhall be very thankful to 

any one that will ſhow me wherein : If I am 
not miſtaken, I muſt deſire our Author to give 
me leaye to think, that the authority of the 
Church 1s a ſafer Guide to me than my own 

- Reaſon : and conſequently, that allhis boaſt of 
ſafety is nothing ll but meer umpertinence, 
and talſhood. 

Several things(it 1s poſſible) wall be objeCt- 
ed againſt this method which I have laid down 
for the ſafety of all private Gentlemen , and 
men of ordinary capacity, eſpecially for com- 
man people ; which was thus, 

That every one ſhould rely upon the Church 
of England, and thoſe Guides of Cont *i<.:.c 
which ſhe hath authorized in all difficult ca- 
ſes, and doubtfull matters, which ſurpaſs his 
own abilities to pe 

Againſt this 1t may be objefted, Firſt, That 
this 15 to run into the ſame implicit faith which 
we condemn 1n the Romaniſt 3 and pur out our 
« own eyes that we may ſee with other mens. 

I anſwer, Not at all : forlI allow every one 
the free uſe of the Scriptures and their own rea- 
ſons in all matters that are within the _ of 

oy 
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their capaciry, and within their ſhear 
of ati: ng for all others tle fp above 
them, I have ſhown them (T am ſure) the ſafeſt 
guide I can poſſibly find. If any body can 
produce a ſafer let them, and they will do very 
good ſervice to the publick, 

Secondly, It may be objeRted , _—_ 
DireCtion, rhey that are Papitts (eſpecially the 
common ſort of them) are 1n no pofſibiliy to 
be freed from the Roman Toke; and conſe- 

ly muſt conrinue in Idolatry, and there- 
ore in moſt imminent peril of damnation, 

I Anſwer, I gave not this direfion to Pa- 
iſts , or thoſe that are without our Church ; 
or what have I to do to Juage them that are 

without ? Bur to. thoſe who are or to 
be obedient Children of the moſt Chriſtian 
and render Mother the Church of Englend ; 
who 15 - Aa no corruption from the Pri- 
mitive Gari 1anity ether in DoErine or Wor- 
ſhip ; who enjoyns the Belief of no new Ar- 
ticles of Faith, nor no1dolatrons Worſhip, nor 
commands any thing that is ſinful to be obey- 
ed ; the contrary to which the Church of Reme 
35 moſt apparent]y guilty of. | 

Now I refer it to any man,or to all mankind 
to. judge which js the Cafelt way for us of the 
Church of England ; whether to perſwade all 
of our Communion to be goyern'd by their 
own Reaſon, and fo to endanger the lofs of the 
greateſt part of them that are now free (ns 
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maſt coneinue ſo, ſo long as they continue in 
obedtence ro our Church ) from all fear of 
Poptſh Idolatry, and thereby to expoſe them 
not onely to all falſe Religions, bur even to be 
of no Religion ar all, for fear of uſing ſuch 
Arguments to fecure them, as might if uſed co 
pnorant Papiſts,continue them in their Errors 
and obſtradt their converſion to our Church ; 
of which we cannot have half ſo great a pro 
babiliry, as there is of looſing, or at leaſt ha» 
zarding their Souls who now arenot,nor never 
ean be m any danger fo long as they continue in 
obedrence to their own Church ? or whether 
it is ſafer for them to be kept by Laws in the 
Communion of the Church of Englexnd, and 
m obedience to her injunftions in all honeſt 
and lawful things which is all that our Church 
requires eyen of the Clergy themlelyes, 

Thirdly, Another ObjeCtion may he this, 

That poſkible it is our Church may in time, 
as well as the Church of Rome (which former< 
ly was a Church as freefrom all Corruption as 
ours is now} degenerate into the very (ame 
Crimes which we now blame Rome for, 

I Anſwer, That then our Church be 
quite alter'd from what it is at preſent, ad 1 
onely propoſe my Method of Safety to all illi- 
terate Perſons *n Her prefent Communion ; 
and therefore am not at all concern'd for fu- 
ture contingencies. But if ever ſhe ſhould be 
chang'd from her Primitive Purity _=_ 
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God forbid) then, and not till then, will this 
ObjeRion.deſerve an Anſwer. For if poſſ- 
bilities of Errour may render ſeparation al- 
lowable, we muſt never be fixt in any Church, 
till we can come to that which 1s truumphant 
in Heaven : nay, neither can any mah be free | 
from a poſſibility of Errour as long as he is * 
here on Earth; let him propoſe go himſelf what 
Guide he can : And Idare appeal to any man 
that is rational, whether he mu't not think 
that his own Reaſon may in all probability 
lead him into Errours, much ſooner then the 
Guides of the Church, cpecualy in ſuch things 
as he 1s not a capable Judge of.For ſurely every 
mans own Reaſon is much more ſubject to 2 
poſſibility of errors then an whole Church{is to 
2 poſlibility of a toral change and alteratt- , 
on, Sothat it muſt ſtill remain much ſafer to 
relie upon the Church (according to the Rule 
I have laid down) then it is to rele wholly 
upon our own Reaſon. 

4, The laſt ObjeCtion I ſhall anſwer is this. 

That if we that are 1lliterate manſt relie upon 
our Church in all things above our capacity, 
has then we ought to have practiſed the ſame 
Rue when we were Members of the Church of 
Rome, and conſequently ought neyer to have 
ſeparated from it : and therctore that our Re- 
formers were Schiſmaticks, 

To this Ianſwer. That the Romiſh Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and their Idolatry in 
Wor=. 
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worſhipping the Hoſt,&c. beſides the Popes U- 
_ upon out Regal Authority,wasſo di- 
rectly contraditory to the Word of God that 
he muſt needs ſee it, thar doth not wilfully 
ſhut his eyes, | | 
Jon \pndrwogromge wy —_ on nor 
ivate perſons but by the ck power 
o& He Natien, and by all the Ls -al-v moſt 
learned Men in it, And conſequently it could be. .. 
no Schiſm, it being ground ſo warran- 
tible a Cauſe and done in ſo orderly 2 manner. 
To conclude all this Diſcourſe, Let all Cir- 
cumſtances be impartially conſidered as 
are now in the Church of England, and Idare 
refer the Queſtion to the Writer of Humane 
as yh _ whether 1t . ab _ ſafer 
way (for the common e y) to re- 
lie Aw her rr aca ger upoh their own 2 
And whether it is ſafer for the Publick to 
maintain the eſtabliſhed Religion by the exe- 
eution of our Laws, or to let Hell break looſe 
amongſt us by a gcneral Toleration of all Reli- 
tons, and by conſequence of all debauchery 8& 
theiſm, I refer to our Government to conſider. 
Now for our Authors next Argument by 
which he would prove his Opinion to be moſt 
natural ; if he had ſaid purely natural , we 
might well have granted it him; For it is as 
fooliſh an one as one would wiſh. 
The Argumehr 1s grounded upon a pretty 
{militude (which our Author loyes as dearly 
as 
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25 he doth his Miſtreſs) they that have a mind 
may read it u lengtn, þ. 72, tothe 78, for I 
have ſamething ele to do then to beſtow time 
totranſcribe ir, 
The ſum of it is this, vit. 
« That as in all viſible Objzets we appeal 
* ro the eys,and ſenſe of ſeeing ; and make 
© no $. from it, either to other ſenſes, or 
*« torevelations : ſo 11 all rational Objects 
« we muſt have recourſe onely to our Reaſons, 
« and mult in no caſe appeal from thence; 
* and eſpegially in marrers of Religion, For 
* Religion was the main delign of raans Cre- 
But -now if in viſible Objeds there, is an 
aa toour higher faculties, then ( by vertue 
of this Genclemans own Metaphor) there may 
and to be an appeal from our Reaſon &+ 
ven in rational Objects ro ſorne more: certain 
pgpnnce it may be had. 2664 
there is fuch an appeal in viſtble Oh- 
jets from our ſenſe of ſeeing to our underitan- 
ding, is evident 1n all Caſes in which 
either the Eye or the medium is defeChvye or 
diſturbed, as he himſelf doth acknowledge , 
$.74. to which I need add but this ang Iaſfance. 
The Stars appear to our eyes to be no bigger 
then the Nails in the Spoak of a Cart-wheel, 
though they are ( as Aſtronomers da demon= 
ſtrate) vaſtly greater then the whole Earth. 
Now thea it 45 as Clear as the Sun that =_ 
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muſt be 2n appeal from our ſenſes, otherwiſe 
we mult believe that the Stars are very incon- 
fiderable things, and that the Sun it {elf is no 
bigger then a Buſhel; becauſe we (ce them ap- 
pear of no greater Dumenſions, 


From whence there can be nothing more e- 


* vident then this. That as in vitble Ob- 


- 


ets the Soul can make no certain judg- 
ment when the Senle 1s diſeas'd or defeQtive, 
or the Medium 1s diſturb'd ; and that as when 
the appearance of viſtble Objefts to our Senſes 
doth contradict our rational Faculties, we be- 
lieve our Reaſon rather then our Eyes : ſo our, 
Souls can paſs no certain ſentence concerning 
mtelligible things when her underſtanding 1s 
any ways diſturb'd, and when the Objeftis too 
high for our Reaſon ; and that we ought there- 


* fore to appeal from our Reaſon when it con- 


eradidts any higher and better Demonſtration, 

particularly when it ſeems. to contradift Di- 

vine revelation, becauſe we muſt be aſſured 

that the Reaſon of God is much more certain. 
and infallible then the Reaſon of man, unleſs 

Humane Reaſon teacheth us to thunk our ſelves 

wiſer then God. 

So that from this Metaphor (if ſimilitudes 
may paſs for ts, a5 they do with our 
Author , wha ſcarce uſeth any other ) it fol- 
lows that as in viſible Obje&ts we mult not al- 
ways believe our eyes, ſo neither in intelligible 
Objects muſt we always believe our —_ 

IC 
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Wherefore all that this Gentleman hath got 
by this Argument,is, That he hath made a Rod 
for his own Britch,For he hath hereby fully de= 
monſtrated the folly of his whole Book ; for 
the Reaſon of moſt men rs Hung ee and 
blinded with prejudice, and patſion, ignorance, 
and intereſt; is-no more to be belieyed then 
the eye that is diſtempered with the Jaundiſe 
or any other Diſeaſe; and therefore that 1s a 
madneſs for moſt men to give themſelves up 
wholly to the guidance of their own Reaſons. 

_ Nay tt further follows from hence, that as he 
would be thought a mad man, or art leaſt a ye- 
ry pragmatical fellow, who will believe his 
own eyes againſt the teſtimony of thouſands of 
others, who have greater advantages of ſeeing 
the obje&t then himſelf; ſo he mult be thoughr 
very pragmatical, if not mad, who will believe 
only his own reaſon againſt the judgement of 
thouſands of others, who are all wiſer then 
himſelf:he then muſt be a pragmatical fool that 
will believe his own reaſon when it contradifs 
the Univerſal ceſtimony of the whole Church, 
So that our Author's ſingularity in renouncing 
| allauthority (his own argument proves) is 2 
piece of the greateſt pride and folly, 

Now, Sir, you fee how eafie 1t isto retore 
your little fimules upon yourſelf: and what a 
great advantage you gain. to your cauſe, by 
making true compariſons of things, I do be- 
believe your Wit 15 good, but your luck 1s ſtark 

naught 
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he at familitudes : ſince therefore they have 
proy'd ſo unlucky to you, let me adviſe you as 
a friend, not to uſe them any more for demon- 
ſtrations ;z and then I am very confident thar 
the world will not be troubled with any more 
of your ſcribling. - Sos. 

But now let us ſuppoſe our Author's conſe- 
uence to be good, and his metaphors to be 
emonſtrative ;. and ler us bur obſerye the na- 
tural tendency of it ; and if that will not be 
ſufficient to demonſtrate the danger and folly 
of his opinion, I know not what can, 

For if becauſe God hath given us our rea- 
ſon to be our guide, in all intelligible matters, 
and conſequently in matters of Religion (2s he 
hath given us our eyes to guide us 1n all viſible 
ob) ) and that therefore there mult lie no 
appeal from our reaſon in any matters of faith 
or religion ; why then doth it not hold in all 
matters of Law and Jultice ? . 

I challenge him to ſhow me any reaſon if he 
canFor is ir not the office of our reaſon to guide 
us as well in all other matters,as 1n the concerns 
of religion ? and yet ſurely there isno man (un- 
leſs it be this Author) can be fo ſenſlels to 
think otherwiſe, then that he which lives in 4 
ſociety muſt ſubmit the external exerciſe of his 
-' own private reaſan to the publick laws, or elſe 
that he ought to be caſt out of the proteion |, 
of that ſociety, and to have no t of thc {e 
laws,whuch he will not ſubmir to ; and yer is it 

F not 
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not natural for every man to govern himſelf by 
his own reaſon 1n eyery particular concern and 
a&tion of his life as well as in Religion > Muſt 
chen our governours out of pure good nature 
cancel all our laws, _ every man leave 
to follow tHe guidance of his own reaſon alone 
— ic 15 moſt natural to every 
man to be fo guided 2 What an unnatural 
Parliament have we, that will hang men fot 
ſtealing or murder? for hath not nature giveu 
every man hands to take fuch things as he hath 
off? and why ſhould he not kill any mag 

who him in making uſe of his nacural 
right to preſerve his life > 

Thus our Author's natural Argument ferves 
1n.xes dire to diſſolve all ſociety, 
and to deſtroy all law and right : or elſe rode- 
monſtrate himſelf to be a meer natural, 1n not 
ſeeing the fo obvious and pernicious conſe. 
quence of it ; or ſomething worle if he did ſee 
it, and yet dar'd to infinuare it by little ftmiles 
anto the fickle heads of the ages _ 
titude. But perhaps it was oi 
AXUTE tn him, eco mana " 
ty that men ſhould be reſtrained from the free 
uſe ofthat which is ſo natural to every one, as 
is his own reaſon ? ESLFS 

Bue T* cannot for my lite ine what » 
put our Author into ſo ſudden a fit of 
nature ; for (if I am not deceived 1n the 


perſon) the Geneleman 15noe always guiley of 
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it 2 certainly there was {ome partiaular cauſe 
for it at preſent, and perhaps ic was this. To 
draw in che womea for toleration, that ſo rhey 
mughe draw in the men. For 
$0 Indians draw inthe Female 
_ Toyo #'mnucigle the -- .- ® Fg 
one requires ; 

choſe kind fouls of that Sex that know them- 
ſelves apt to miſtake another man for their ow 
husband, are extreamly obliged to this Genele- 
man's Humane Reaſon and good nature, and 
therefore they to be of his party ; for he 
hath moft ef; y and demonſtratively 
pleaded their cauſe. For when I man 
peeps h thus horns and ſees ſomething 
that makes begin to ſtand on an end for 
anger at hus wife, ſhe need bur onely tell him 
that ſhe did but make that natural uſe of her 
parts, which her own reaſon did diate to her, 
_ andthar ſhe truely knows noreaſon to the con- 
trary, = {he night nor make that natural uſe 
of her tail to ger a livelihood by, as well as 0- 
thers do of their hands or their tongues ; and 
the poor cuckold mult reſt fully ſatisfied with 
this anſwer of his wife, and pift his horns in his 
pocket, and ſneak away for fear of being ac- 
counted au irrational coxcomb, for not under- 
" Randing Humane Reaſon, | 
I wonder now, all the Whores and 
. Rogues, as well asthe Quakers, did not come 
and return this Author - «har * 

2 e 


de (. 
Ic is 2 great deal of pity they did not, What 
« oodly company of Ciends would there have 
met together | and how lovingly would th 
have greeted and embraced one another wi 
the cloſe-hug ! 

Now I have done with this Gentlemans Na- 
turalls, and muſt proceed te rake a view of his 
Politicks, and it would be very ſtrange if theſe 
ſhou'd not be as like the former, as ever any 
child was to the parents, 

His third Argument, p. 78. is this. 

*« That it is likewiſe moſt agreeable to the 
*« 900d and intereſt of humane ſociety, for 
«« a]| Wars of late years have been either real- 
« ]y for Religion, or at leaſt that hath been 
«« one of the chict pretenſes ; which if it were 
« quite taken away, the people could not 
+: dereby be drawn into 2 cy1l, or forraign 
« War. 

Fare you well for a Pohtician, 

What ! miſt all Religion be removed out of 
the world? ſurelynever any man in the heathen 
Politicks ever found ſuch an aſſertion as this, 
much leſs amongſt any that did but ſo much as 

etend to the name of a Chriſtian. 

Neither is this afſertion more contrary to 
Chriſtianity, then it 1s to true Politicks. £ 

For I dare undertake to demonſtrate, that no 


other principle whatſoever, only Religion, can 
be the main ſupport and foundation of ſociety : 
_So that if Religion be remoy'd , the ſociery 


muſt 
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muſt neceffarily fall; and conſequently, who- 
ever m—— to undermine and ; = th Re- 
ligion, 1s a publick enemy co all mankind. 

For (ferring aſide Religion) there 1s no 0- 
ther principle that can keep men good ſubjects, 

ood children, or good ſervants: nay to go 

gher ſtill, nothing but Religion implanced 
1n the minds of men, can preſerve Princes 1n 
their Thrones, or Parents or Maſters in their 
Families, There can be bur two principles 
that can pretend to doit (that I know of ) be- 
ſides Religion, and th-1e are, 

Firſt, Ele of honour and reputation. 

Secondly, Fear of laws and temporal puniſh- 
ments. 

Bur that neither of theſe can do it withour 
the help of Religion, will be evident to any man 
that will but allow himſelf a due conſideration 
of it. For ſu all men were rid of Rel:- 
gion, then the maxime by which they 
mutt rationally goyern their aons, mult be 
only their own preſent preſeryationand welfare; 
So that whatſoever makes for their preſent ad- 
vantage , can be no ways dilſhonourable for 
them 1n their own thoughts ; and as for 2 diſ- 
eſteem or dilhonour from others, it would on- 
ly oblige them to aR their crimes in ſecrer, not 
at all to avoid them, For if they d'd but at 
their villanies ( though never ſo horrid) fo 
privately, that other men couid not know them 
to be the ators nor the authors of them, they 
F 3 would 
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would thereby be ſecure enough from all dif- 
honour from their a&ions, And as for the fear 
of laws, the very fame thing, wit. fecreſie in 
cheir ations would equaily ſecure them from 
the puniſhment of the laws as from diſgrace. 

$o that if I can prove thar the horrideſt mur- 
ders may poſſibly -be committed ſo privately, 
that the world ſhall not know the authors nor 
the aftors of them TR is eaſily demonſtra- 
ble to _ that C _— how _ — to be 
guilty jury ; t there 
are ſuch 6 £5. as fire, ws, and poniards in 
the world :% and that in moſt angdoms and 
families mens preſent intereſt would mcitethem 
(had they no better principle ro govern them) 
tothe worſt of villanies, eyen ſuch as would 
' rttineall gom_ either of nations or fami- 
| * ties, ew 
| nor fearof laws could keep men from them, 

Now that mens preſent intereſt would prompe 
them to the murder of their Prince is moſt eyi- 
dent inthe next heir cothe Crown ; for wou'd 
it not him to remove his father, that 
he might aſcend the throne, and ſway the fcep- 
ter, which he conld not hope to do as long as 
his father lived > Neither could diſgrace keep 
him from this murder, if it was but done pri- 
rarely s and much leſs cou'd fear of temporal 
po ments 1n the leaſt deter him from this 

or:id murder of his Prince and Father, un- 
leſs it were fear of thoſe that might belippons 


follow , that neither (enfe of honor 


= :../ 

from religious Principles. For tus Farher is 
no ſooner dead, but 1n all hereditary Monar- 
chies the next Heir is a&tually Supream ;/ and 
therefore above all Humane Judicatre of the 
Laws, and all corporal or capirzl pumſhments 
from his Subjects. n- 

Neither would rhe Governogrs of Eamiles 


be much more ſecure from their next Hetrs, 


whoſe intereſt would lead them: ro murder 
their Fathers, that ſo might enjoy theis 
Eſtates that would defcend to chem by Inhe- 
Fitance, Now (way there not 2 Conſcience and | 
ſecret dread of Religion that awed the minds of 

Children from the thoughes of fo horrid vil- 
lames)-t would be roo cafie for thoſe thar live 
under the ſame roof, _——— 
ries of ſecrefie in their crimes, ro aGt any vil- 
Kny ſo privately that their intereſt lead 
them to, as that they ſhould never without a 
Miracle be diſcovered. | 

Bur ſuppoſing they ſhonld be diſcovered, it 
is onely death which 18 the ntthoſt puniſhmeny 
they can fear, which (according to the Atheiſts 
Principles) would beno ſuch dreadful tmarcet 3 
for it would onely pur an end to all thoſe tris 
bles and diſquiers they here labour tindet. 

Now thit this would be the confequerice 
that would enfae , if mens minds were free 
from religions dreads, is evident front the pra« 
Effe of debauched perſons, who have ruh 
theraſelyes mito Acheiſm, For we fee they 
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ſtick not to hazard their lives daily for the ſa- 
tisfation of their luſts by the perpetration of 


villanies ( even theft and murder nor ex- - 


cepted) for hopes of a very ſmall and inconſi- 
derable gain mcomparifon of that which the 


death of a Father would afford the next Heir : 
nay, we fee that amonglt wiſe and ſober men, 
the Merchant doth expoſe his life and eſtate to 
the moſt uncertain of all things,even the winds 
and the waves, for the hopes of a far more un- 
certain gain then this would be to the Heir * 
and the Souldier doth daily bid defiance to 
death in the open Field, onely for the ſake of 
a poor livelihood. 

What then could preſerve our Houſes , 
Towns and Cities from Fire, our Lives or our 
Eftates from perjury, or our Perſons from poi- 
fog and ponyard, or our Wives from abuſing 
our Beds, or our Neighbours from cheating us, 
was all Religion rooted oyt of the world > 
. Would not a Commonwealth of Men be ſoon 
worſe then a Deſett of Beaſts, Reaſon enabling 
men to do more miſchief one to another, and to 
a& it more privately and effeftually then the 
Brutes > We cannot then bur ſee by this time 
how _—_— 'neceſſary Religion is to the 
!/ good and welfare of all Mankind and all So- 
| cieties, Wherefore thoſe Gentlemen that 
| delight topromote Atheiſtical Diſcourſes (ſor- 
: am to think this Age ſhould afford any 


Ty 
luch of that quality) do expoſe themſelyes - 


's 
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be chought Enemies to all Mankind by all wif- 
men, and never to be truſted by any bur incone 
fiderate Fools, Had they therefore a true ſenc, 
of cheir own reputation, they would never b, 
guilty of that groſs folly, ro ſay, here i n 
Go4,or open]y to countenance Arhei X 

I hope this Gentleman our Author hath no 
fuch Deſign, though by his excuſing Atheiſm 
before, as well as by his words 1n thus place he 
hath given me too much Reaſon to ſuſpect it. 

I pray God our Magiſtrates may take care 
to revive thoſe Laws that may put a ſtop to 
the growth of Atheiſm amongſt us, which they 
are obliged to do, even for their own preſent 
preſervation, unleſs they can think ir that 
our Nation ſhould be quite overrun with fuck 
2 ſore of Villains, that will ſtick at 
( though never helliſh a crime) when their 
pong intereſt, or the ſatisfation of ſome 

ruitiſh luſt ſhall prompt them to it. For if 
theſe grow numerous, they themſelves will nor 
be in a much ſafer condition then the meaneſt 
Subje&t, For they that once come to that | 
heighth of madneſs to contemn ther own lives 
a1d eſtates (out of Atheiſtical Principles) are 
Maſters of the lives and eſtates of all other 
men, 

Secondly, To come to ſomething more d 
reftly in anſwer to our grand Politician. IL 
muſt be forced torell him (as he did his extra- 


ordinary friend T, H, )in plain Engliſh that it is 
B 5 falſe ; 
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falſe ; That Religion hath been- ſo much as the 
pretence of a!l Wars that have been of late 
years amongf! us. Was it not a diſpute be- 
rwixt the Rights and Liberties of the SubjeR, 
and the Prerogatives of the Grown, that was 
the firſt pretence of the late diſmal and unna« 
rural War amongft our felyes, though (it is 
never to be forgotten that) Religion was after= 
ward; drawn in to countenance Rebell:on, even, 
| by ſome of thoſe very perſons that are ſtill 
Praters i unlawful Conyenticles ,, and do (as 
far as they can ) ftil} continye Leaders of Fa- 
Gion and Sedition ? 

Was it Religion or the vindication of ons 
zuft Rights that was the cauſe, or ſo mach as 
the pretence of our late Wars againſt the 
Dutch? 

K it Religion or Intereſt and deſire of Do- 
manion thar at this preſent ferts the greateſt part 
of Chriſtendom in 2 Flame ,. and caufeth fo 
much effuſion of Chri't:an Blood by the French 
- Arnnes?. 

. © From whence nothing can beclearer then 
thus, That iris Intereſt and Propriety,, Right 
and Liberry, Power and Dortinien that are the. 
Cauſes and Pretenfes of Wars, not Religion, 
Shall we therefore (according to the Reaſon of 
our Anthor's grand Politicks) remove all 
Power and Donunion, and all Righe, Liberty 


and, Propriety out of the- world, becauſe if” 


they were removed, the people could never: 
| there. 
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thereby be draw into 2 civitor forreign War ? 
Are not the moſt neceſſary & the beſt of things. 
always moſt ready to be abtfed; and the moit 
deſtructive when they are (> Go thy ways 
Sir Politick !. for if thou haſt not deſerved to 
be knighted for thts Book; I believe thou are 
very much miſtaken in thy own modeft 
thoughts of thy felf., What pity & 3s thou arg 
not a Privy Councellour ! Ingrateful age that 
will not raiſe him fifty Cubirs higher then o«- 
ther men who hath well deſerved ir | certainly 
It 1s 2 great deal of pity that the Geneleman 
ſhonld not. be preferr'd according to his Me- 
rits, Plato in his Phedo tells us-that nothing: 
drives -us to fightings, wars-and ſeditions, bur 
the body and-1rs luits ; And does not St.Fames 
(if _— he may be of any credit or autho-- 
rity with this Gentleman) tell us the'very ſame 
thing 2 Fames 4. I, From whence: ( lays he Y 
come wars and feghtings among. you * come they 
nat hence,guen of your luſks that-war inyourMem- 
bers ? 8&c. Sothen all wars, brawlings, ſedi 
ons, ſtrifes, difſentions are raifed&and: - 
ted not properly- and truly for: Religions ſake 
(:which does not, . cannot, authorize or coun-- 
tenance anything of that nature) bur for” the 
ſake of, money, ambition, or profit, or ſome- 
ſuch-like temporary, yorldly and carnal confi- | 
deracion3 and yet I ſuppoſe our S* F 0!, loves: 
his body, his luſts,  and-his money A little too 
well to have.chem remoyed our of the or 3 
elt 
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Eſt they ſhould be che cauſe of wars and ſedi- | 
cions, 

But luppoling what he faith was true, viz. 

. Thar Religion was really, or at leaft in pre- 
tence the cauſe of all Wars, fince I have de- 

' monltrated it ſo abſolnely neceſſary to the | 
peace of all Societies, what ought to be done , 
with it? ought it to be removed out of the 
world? or rather ought_ not ſuch care to be | 
taken by eſtabliſhing the Church of England, | 
that it —_ be impoſſible to make Religion a 
pretence of Rebellion > and this direGtly leads | 
me to the next Reaſon againſt our Author's 
Politicks, VITF. » 

Thurdly, That there 1s no- Religion: under 
Heaven doth better ( I might ſay ſo well ) ſe- 
cure the publick Peace as ours of the Church. 
of England, For can any Religion be more 
peaceable then that which makes .reſiltance to 
_—_— (in any caſe whatſoever) to be a 
moſt damnable crtme ? then that DoCtrine- 

*rhat tends to the higheſt perfetion of our Hu= | 
mane Natures, that brings our bodies under- } 
the ſubjefion of our fouls, -and both under | 
ſabjetion to God, that exalts our nature from, | 
being like the Beaſts that periſh, and makes us. 

ers of the Divine Nature, by ne__ 
out thoſe luſts and vices,that cauſe war and. 
ſarife amongf us,and by planting in us all thoſe- 
heavenly Graces, that would ſecure the Peace. | 
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of che world, and make us like unto God, 2nd 
fit to enjoy hum to; all Eternity ; thar molt con- 
daceth to the good of all Mankind ; that eſta- 


. bliſheth peace, unity, and univerſal charity a= 


monegſt all men, that preſerves the quiet of Fa- 
milies, the tranquility of our end the” 
health of our Bodies ! In ſum, can any Religion 
better [1s the peace of our Nation then 
that _ commands every = to - - _ 

can to every man, th infi- 
ond eternal Rewards to thoſe: rn obey it ; 
that forbids all manner of evil towards any 
ran under pain of the greateſt, moſt ineyita- 
hle and eternal torments, and makes” not the 
leaſt allowance for the leaſt of evils either in 
thought, word, or deed ? 

Have we- not ſcen the peaceable effects of 
our Church, and: her Do&trine 1n the time of 
the late miſerable Wars amongſt us 2 For not 
one true Son of the Church of Englund could 
ever be forced by the fear of penalties, or ever 
be allured by the hopes of Reward, to take up 
Arms againſt his Sovereign, Whereas there 1s 
no other ſort of menin England, but too many 
of them were guilty even of anal Rebellion, 
being led into it even by the very Principles of 
their Religion. 

Why then-ſhould this Religion beEremoyed 
frem the minds of men > would it promote 
peace to take away that which 1s the grand 
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of it principles of allkmdof fedition and dff- 
obedience > Would it preſerve his ſacred Ma-- 
-xfty and our Laws, to deftroy char Chnrch 
which is their greateſt defence 7 Is ix forgonety 
already how true- our: law ſad experience 
prov'd #, No Chnrch,.no Km, andno- King,, 
ne Laws? May not our Church therefore juſtly. 
fay to thoſe that would IEG 2s or Sa 
viour did to-thoſt thac wonld d him) 
for which of theſ@ good works that FE 
have done-amongft you, would: you.now kill 
me? This our Politician faw well enough, and 
1s forced to confels ir,. ur thac he faith Unity: 
in Religion wonld produce the ſame efect as- 
that Principle whuch he propos'd; 

But now let us confider” that which is the 
main Deſign of his Book, which he'propoſerh,. 
' IAftead: of the Church of England to! main-- 
tain-peace and quierneſs.1n our: Nation, Which- 
We have, f. 7g. vit. 

- © That: this fhonld be made the” mam and 
*-ogneral Ground of. alt:Religions-thar every 
*« man- ſhould quierly enjoy his own. 

Iremember a Fable in . fop'to this purpoſe, 
The Mice were in a grand confgltarion how to 
preſerve themſelves tromthertr mortal Boes che - 
Cats ; at length after a _—_— ſerious De- 
bare, one*of them, who (likes our Author ) 
thought himſelf 2 better Politician therwall the 
ret, very gravely giveg them'this wiſe advice,, 
That every Cat ſhould. wear a Bell about his. 
| Nec, . 
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Neck , that fo they might be warn'd of his 
a—_ the Sound, and might have time toy 
proyide for their ſatery. This Advice no doube 
was approv'd as very fate by all the como 
(as this Genelemans Propoſal is by all his wi 
Admirers) but at laſt one ſawcy Mouſe ſpoils 
all with onely asking this Queſtion (as-aman 
might ask our Author) viz.. How this Advice: - 
ſhould be put in Execution > which made theny 
2ll break up their Counci]-board with a loud: 
SET rom wikis chty cd juſt love 
W Feat re ſo- 
monies 
Againſt our Sir Pet's Adyice (beſides the- 
impoſſibility of the Propoſal) I may urge the 
General conſene of all or moſt of the Natians 
in the whole world. For let.him or any man- 
produce if he can,. any one Monarchy under 
Heaven in which the publick exerciſe of every: 
_ \ 2s leg is yn _ 

ere is no Army te 2 
1n obedience ; ſhari 1s moſ} — es iy 

very Nation either a ing Army, or the 

eltabliſhmene of an Unity in pale abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for publick Peace” and Safery.. 
Now whether it will bethought more conve- 
nicnt. for the Peace of England to-upholdche- 
Church, or to fubmitto the Long Swo 
fer it ro. all Engliſh Gentlemen ro j 

If our Author ſhall fay he means the- 
private exercaſe of eyery man's Religion. 
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I anſwer, that no Nation nor Church in the 
whole world allows a greater liberty in the 

ate exerciſe of Religion then we have, For 
1s it not eſtabliſhed by At of Parliament, that 
every man ſhall haye liberty to exerciſe his own 
Religion, not only with thoſe of hisown fami- 
ly, but with five more ſtrangers 2. ſo that ir is 
not for Religion, but for the contempt of the 
Laws, and for —_— by unlawfull and 
numerous aſſemblies the peace and weltare of 
our nation, that any one is or can be puniſh- 
ed by our Laws. This our Politician cannoe 
be ignorant of, and therefore he muſt mean not 
the private, but the publack exerciſe of every 
mans' Religion. 

It may be this Gentleman-is an experimental 
Philoſopher, and+1s therefore induced to try 
experiments 1n Religion and Politicks, as well 
as mn Naturals ; though he thereby hazards the 
fafery of a whole Nation, Iwill now (as far 
as can be) try 18 with him by granting him 
what he would have, as to the Jaſt part of it 
(for the firſt is altogether impoſſible) and b 
letting himſee the conſequence of it, in thoſe 
Sets amonglt us, _ 

Suppoſe then, that ſome men onely pretend 
Religion, to gather parties together to ſet up a 
wealth inſtead of the belt Form of 
Go ent in the whole world, which we 
now have eſtabliſhed among{t us; (as it 15 to 
be feared molt of our Phanaticks do, OP 


_ __ 
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che- main leaders and abettors of themz) for 
though I will nor ſay all diſſenters from the 
Church, arefor a Commonwealth in the Stare, 
yet thus (I believe) our experience and obſer- 
yation may prove true , that all Common- 
wealths-men are Schiſmaticks, or at leait fa- 
yourers of ſchiſm and fa&tion, and prear ſtick- 
lers for 2 toleration ; and are not theſe Ccl- 
ous youths (think you) to be tolerared in a 
Monarchy ? and wouid not it much conduce to 
the ſafety of the Monarchy to let them meer by 


. thouſands in a company, till they have drawn | 


in'all the common people to their party ? who 
are too eaſily ſeduced with noiſe and aftion, 
and an appearance of zeal, joyn'd with ſome 
tew wheedling doctrines that are preach'd to 
them.3 which tend more to make have an 
opinion of their own holineſs, then to make 
them really holy, to perſwade them that they 
are ſaints, rather then tro ſhow them how they 
mult be fo. 

Secondly, Suppoſe others pretend Religiqn 
onely to countenance their former Rebellion ; 
is it not very fit that theſe ſhould be ſufered to 
meet, as often and as many as they gow ? and 
yet that there are too many of this ſort amongſt 
our Conventiclers, is tcoprobable, in that we 
ſee very few others (unleſs the poor ignorant 
women) who are conſtant meeters, bur ſuch as 
either were themſelves aRually.engaged in the 
late Rebellion, or elſe are very nearly related 

IQ) 
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to them that were, or elſe have loft ſome tmjuſd 
or ſacrilegiots advantage which they had got 
ut the late times, Now 1s not his Maj 
bound to let theſe good people have their wills 
in gratitude to them, for what they did on thar 
Fatal 3oth of Fanuary, never to be thonghr on 
without horrour and amazement ? or , is he 
not bound to give them back again the Biſhops 
and the Loyal Gentrey's and Nobilities b, 
which they had ſequeſtred, onely out of. 
kindneſs to them for the goodfſervice they re 
done him ? 

Thitdly, Suppoſe others are downright A- 
theilts, p- Wi _ God no ways at all 5 
bur make it their ro root out 411 Reli 
gion ont of mens minds, and ſo to diffolve the 
main bond of Humane Society, ( as too 
fach we have ſ us, and ſhall ſoon haye 
more, if our Laws be not executed) Are theſs 
perſons to be ket alone in the enjoyment of their 
Atheiſm > Have Inot already word that they! 
afe the moſt dangerous enemies to all Govern- 
ment ? 

Poe þ ns others have a deſign of 

raigt power, 1tt 21} Sha 
Can, a m all thar rend in order ro 

Spricrals (z. e. in plam E A in all Cares 
thee they Lew to which cl muſt fid- 
ee his Crown, enjoying as tn Fee 
from the Pope; and chtefore this be his Ho- 
| Inefs's(laye and pack-hotſe, Is it not yery = 

or: 


- 
> 


EE I Ge one eo ou 2 # WS: TE 7% 


WS. 


LIN 


Ls "7" de EX. 


47 4 


Þ 4 


>” 


LIMI 


> (139) 
for the Kings Authority, and for the Peace of 
the Nation, to tolerate Theſe ? And yer theſe 
are the two grand Sefts of our Nation, vig. 
The Papifts, who SubyeR the King to the yy 
and the Presbyterians, who make him truckle 
to the Kirk, Nay all our SeCtaries have alrea-: 
1 or the diftinftion in their me:uhs, That 
they oughe to obey the Kings Authority, in 
Ciyi] matters, — in Ecclefiaſtical So 
that They only want a little improvement of 
that diſtinehon, to make Them in! Eccle- 
Kaſtical marrers fo far as the Papilts only: - 
and then They fhall not need to think Them- 
ſelves obliged to yay the King any obedience ar 
all ; only m ſuch things as they pleaſe roca'l 
Crvil Macters, which I am ſure will notbe in 
any thing that thwarts their own humours 
and intereſts : for whatfoever does bur. in the 
leaſt conzadit chem, will be thoughe very 
Uncivil by them, ; 
Fifthly, Suppoſe others (as the Scorch Pre 
byterans) hold, That every man ought to 
fight for his Religion, againſt wkoever doth 
oppole him, Are not thoſe peaceable harmleſs 
fouls to be tolerated, ro propagate this ſo meek 
aad quiet a DoQtrine ? | 
Sixthly, Suppoſe others are Millenanes, and 
from thence proceed to be Vennerifts , and 
think thae Chriſt ſhall raign a thouſand years” 
perſonally upon the earth, and that they ſhall 
ragn with hum, and be his Vicegerenes, and 
= 
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in order thereto, think it is their duty to uſe 
fire and ſword (thoſe excellent Spiritual wea- 
ns of their Chriſtian warfare) to kill all men 
or King-Jeſus his ſake, Thele ſurely are yery 
fir to be tolerated in the bloody exerciſe of 
their Religion, 

Seventhly, yy nr (to mention no more) 
that ſome are Adamiſts and Levellers , that 
think there ought to be no diſtinCtion of per- 
ſons, becauſe none ſhould be higher then chem- 
ſelyes ; and conſequently, no order ſhould be 
obſerved, nor refpe paid to Governors, No- 
bles and Gentlemen ; and that they pretend to 


» be Govern'd by the Light within them (z,e. 


whatſoeyer they pleaſe to call ſo, whether 
their phantaſies or their paſſions.) Would not 
the publick allowance of all theſe Sets, and 
their ſeveral praiſes according to their differ- 
ent Opinions, make a maſt protound and ever- 
laſting Peace in a Nation? | 
I might inſtance in many more, but here are 
enough already, to let our Author ſee by ex- 
winery the grand folly and madneſs of his 
A know he will ſay, that he ſuppoſcth not 
onely that every man ſhould enjoy the quier 
exerciſe of his own Religion; but that his Re- 
ligion ſhould be this, that every man elſe as 
well as himſelf ſhould have the ſame liberty. 
In anſwer to this, L would fain know how 
he can implant this principle into mens nunds ? 
or 
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or whether it 1s not much eaſier *to' make all 
Sedts comply with the eſtabliſhed Religion of 
the Church of England, then toconſent in his 
principle ? for this principle is as dire&ly con- 
trary to the moſt (if not to all) the Sets a- 

us, 2s 15 the Religion of our Church, 

For there is no Set bur does endeavour to pro- 
mote its Party and Opinions aboye all i 
and to implant its own Dodtrine in the minds, 
of all men with whomthey converſe, For this 
muſt needs be in all perſons that do fincerely 
think their way to be the beſt to Eternal happie 
__ I mulſt do that = reaton- 
able, and not apparent H tes.) So that 
the Religion of all men hat | have truly any 
Religion) muſt oblige them co propagate thoſe 
eruths, which they thunk nec , or at leaſt 
convenient for men to know for their ſalyation; 
and to promote that which they think the pure 
Worſhip of God, in oppoſition to all falſe and 
ſuperſtitious ways of his worſhip (3. e.) in op- 
poſition to all other ways bur their own. 

Wherefore this Politick propo- 
Cal is juſt ſuch another, as that of the Politick 
Mouſe in the Fable before mentioned, vix, al- 
together impraQticable ; if notan abſolute con= 
rradi&tion to it ſelf, and an impoſſibility : na 
hereia it is much worſe then it, for it 15 mol 
deſtrutiveto thoſe to whom ir is given. 

For were all men allowed topreach what 


Dodtrines they pleas'd, the Laws and Goyern- 


ment 


—_— 
meat of our Nation could nevet be maintained 
'or executed, without a conſtant force and vior 
legce : for the minds of men would ſaon be 
debauched with fuch principles as are inconfilt- 
eat with all propriety overnment, and 
pn gm—__y and hearing mult be the leaſt 1i- 

rty chat mult be allowed them, according to 
ourAuthor's ſage advice. 

But to this I know he will anſwer, that the 
Gould dareeo beak opthing 2patſt the ct 

are to any thing 2 el 
bliſhed Government of the my 
- But (Ipray you Sir) would it not. be much 

more caſie to prevent by the execution of our 
Laws any fuch unlawtfu s, then (when 
they are met)-to hinder them by law from 
þ - - om. or any thing elſe that they 
pleaſe ? 

penis whn-coy 46 20 eb 
conſequences own peop eatuly 
deritand what they-mean no law pr 
poſlibly take hold of the expreſhon ? 
| For mſtance, Suppoſe in times when Rebel- 


. don 1s proſperous, or atleaſt (when it is ho- 


ped there may be ſuch a time) to prepare the 
people before hand to be rebels, or i 
chem in their rebellion, It 15 but telling the 
= go that they are Gods dear ones, which he 
w1ll not, nor he cannot forſake, but 1s bound 
to fight for them againlt a)l their enemies, and 
then if they have bur a little ſucceſs, it 15 bur 
preſſing 
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preſf noms Faepencoule Nochine of Bf 9. 
D. D. char to follow ſuccels is to follow provi- 
— and the people ſhall be ſare to follow 
you, though you lead them to ſtorm hell it ſelf, 
and to take it by violence : and yer what law 


- can condenm any word of F. O's Doctrine? 


Again, 2 man hah a mund to preach 
Treaton to hus party. It is but that texe 
inthe 149 Pſalm, Les the Saint jojutis 
glory, &c. Let the high praiſes of Gol 
sbtir mouth, and 4 two-edged Sword in their 
nent 10 execute vengeance upon the Heathen, 

and puniſhment upon the Teqgue, ro band their 
Kings in Chains = zbeir Nobles with Links of 
Iron, 20 execuze upon them the jlguooty written, 
T bis hoyour have all his Saints. Now t obo 
people being before-hand well 4 e 


| thatconltantconceit,thar they are 


(which they ak tinall roma 
ucles ) they mult apply thoſe words to 
lyes, and Yet conclude Sore 
have done forwer the power of binding 
Rog ins and their Nobles 1n 
or of 


and of cxe Vengeance 
on them, &c. aye abſolutely » 0p. 


of them :' and re char if the Scopuer be 


in the hands of any other perſon {whom they 


leaſe ro call the wicked or unregenerare, that 
is but an Ulſurper of Dominion over them, 
and that he holds by force that $ and 
Power which is their rigts,and by corbencics 


_——— - 
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that ( as ſoon 2s they can do it ) they ought to | 


bind bim in Chains, and all his Loyal Nobility 
in Fetters of Iron, and to execute vengeance 
pon them : Or if they be a little dull of un- 
derſtanding, it is but helping them our, by tel- 
ling them that God created the Heavens and 
the Earth; and all things onely for the ſake of 
the Saints and the godly party 3 and they will 
as readily run into all the reſt, as an Als to his 
Provender ; nay,and it fats them as much, And 
yet itis 1 le for any Law to puniſh a man 
for-any thing that I have ſuppos'd him to 
each, becaule there is —_—— he need 
y to the people to perſwade them toTreaſon, 
that the Law can interpret to be treaſonable. 
Thete are ſeveral Texts of Scripture that 
will do the fame feat by the help of their 
ploſſes. As we know Curſe ye Meroxy hath molt 
effectually done it already : and all thoſe Texts 
where God is faid to blame or puniſh his peo- 
ple for the breach of any Covenant wharloe- 
ver, if applied to thoſe perſons that ignorantly 
and ſuperſticioully were drawn in, to take 
that damnable and accurſed Coyenant in the 
late Times, they ſhall preſently think that the 
moſt heavy j ts will ſuddenly fall u 
their heads,if they ſhould break the leaſt ſy1la- 
ble of that abominable Oath ; nay the moſt 
fcrupulous of them ſhall think themſelves 
bound (for fear,of the moſt calamities 


to be inied on them by God, if they ne 
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je@ their covenant with him) to be vigorous 
in ating any thing which'that rebellious Oarh 
leads them to. And yet howeafily this may 
be wheadled into ſuch people without ever 
coming under the laſh of tte Law, is moſt 
viſible co any man that hatch but common ſenſe. 

Another Text of Scripture, which can do 
them Knights-ſervice, if ſeafonably exerciſed 
upon, 4s the whole ſecond Pla'm : On which, 

not long fince (asI am inform'd) there was 2 

fix hours Exercile, at a numerous meering of 
all ſorts of Phanaricks together, not far trom 

London : The occaſion of their ng Was 2 
Solemn Faſt, appointed by their Leaders, to 
Ce to avert Perſecution from them ; only 

e the King had ſet out His laſt Proclama- 


, tions to put his Laws in Execution, Now if 


this was not a ſeaſonable Text for their purpoſe 
Iam miſtaken : for if we take this for granted 
(as they themſelves always do) That f are 
all, Gods Saints and his Anointed : how could 
they interpret this Text but to this purpoſe, 
vi. That now the Kings of the Earth, that is, 
_— and the Rulers (that 1s, the Gover- 
nours of our Nation) z4ke counſel together, a- 
gainſt the Lord, and againſt bis Anointed, that 
is, againſt them and their Conventicles. He 


' That fetteth in the Heavens ſhall laugh them to 


ſcorn: the Lord ſhall have them in deriſcon : that 
15, according to their gloſs on.that occaſion; 
Es Cog EEE | do —_ 


ds wr —_—o 


th. 


(146) 
heads together againſt them and their meetings, 
yet G ſhall rake all their: we 
and a derifion z; nay, he ſhall inflit moſt 
heavy puniſhments upon them. For he ſhall ſpeak 
unto thc in his wrath, and vex them in bis (ore 
diſpleaſure, And therefore that our King and 
our Judges that would execute the Laws n 
them, do but oppoſe Chriſt ; wherefore t 
triumph over them in the words of that Pſalm, 
Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Kings ; be inſtru- 
fed ye Fudges of the Earth, ſerve the Lord winh 
_Y » and rEjoyce with trembling 3 that is, 
zrve him by quaking and wrigling in a Con» 
venticle : Kiſs the Son, leſt he be, angry, and ye 
periſh 5 that 15, Submit-your Authority to 
Chriſt, that is to them that prtach Chrilt in 
-an unlawful Mecting-houſe, or elſe be lure ye 
ſhall all periſh. Now I do notfay that they | 
did thus apply this Scripeure, but I appeal to 
any man whether the common people ( being 
before prejudiced with thoſe Opinions that 
moſt of the Phanaticks are ). hearing theſe 
words upon that occaſion, might not naturall 
and almoſt neceflarily run themſelves into 
an interpretation of them : and judge whether 
their Teachers had not ſach a Delign, when 
though they could appoint a Faſt, to cry down 
the execution of our national Laws as perſecu-, 
tion 5: yer never in theleaſt take notice of any 
Faſt upon the 30%? of Fanuery, Are not 
theſe thiiak you, Excellent Subjects ? and 
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they not very thankful to the King for his for» 
mer Indulgence to them 2 

Other ines there are which no Civil 
Law can lay hold on; and yer are moſt pernici. ' 
ous to all Society. As that of a good intention. 

_ "For ſuppoſe a man tells his people they muſt 
took well to their hearts, intentions and mean- 
ings ; for God A prwn the heart, and give him 
but the heart, and they ſhall be ſure to be ac- 
cepted by him : or in plain Engliſh, that if we 
mean well God will ſee no fault in us, For 
our well meaning ſhall even claim pardon for 
by before God. Now this appears at firſt 
Gght a very innocent Dotrine : and what Hu» 
mane Law -can take notice of any one word in 
it > and yet 1n its direct conſequence it excu- 
ſeth all che villates and nuſchyefs 1n the 
world. 

For may not a man mean well (7, e. intend 
his ations to a good end ) when he murders 
his Prince or his Father , 'or as any other 
crime whatſoever 2 ,_ | 

- Fora man canTcarce prone a better deſign 

to himſelf, then to frae a whole Nation from 
Oppreſſion ; He ſhalltherefore ( according to 
this Doripe) be fure enough of gr if 
he muirders. Frm, if he does but think 
ns bo Ot hah an bd or iactaricab 

. hard or e 
Fader, he does but fitead to do-ware good 
With bus Eathers Ekace 26 he, does , may 
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Tome at it how he will ( though by the mut- 
der of his Father ) however he is ſafe enough 
1n his good intentions, It is without doubt a 
very good deſign for any man to preyent his 
Neighbour from running into fin, and hazard- 
ing his Soul by it ; and therefore ( according 
to this DoQtrine ) his next Neighbour might 
En knock him' on the head. to prevent his con- 
tinuance in fin ; or cheathim of his Eſtate; to 
—_ his running into drunkenneſs and de- 
auchery by 1t. | 

_ "Next to this DoCtrine of a good meaning, 
15 that of a good Conſcience; nay, much .of 
the ſame kindred wirh it, For if men betaught 
that their own Conſcience is the ſole modera- 
trix of all their ations, .and be'not well in- 
truſted how to inform their Conſciences a- 
right, they neceſſarily run themſelves into all 
crimes before mentioned. For ſuppoſe 

that this DoGrine be bur preach'd amonegit the 
ple, that he that aCts —— his Con- 
cience, is therefore excuſable before God (as 
it-ismoſt frequently taughe in our unlawful Aſ- 
ſemblies) it will t ence! ware Þ (ne tray 
Errours they are poſlefied withall, they may 
2& = ro ' ray So that if a.man be 


bur prepoſſeſſed with that opinion of a good | 


intention; or of Dominion' and Right being 
found in grace, or that of F. O.' that to fol- 
low ſucceſs is to follow providence, or a 


thouſand others rhat might and have been 
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eaughe them -in the late Times, he might» a& 
according to his Conſcience, and be guilty of 
the moſt horrid crimes that ever were commit= 
red (even the murder of his Prince or Father 
not excepted) and yet (according,to this Do- 
rine.) be in as hopeſul a way of ſalvation 
as any man 1n the world. 

Next to this (or rather the very ſame) is our 
Authors DoCtrine of every mans governin 
himſelf by his own Reaſon only ; for he hath' 
hereby made Schiſm, Herefie, Intidelity and A- 
theiſm to be excuſable: and he might as well(if 
he had pleas'd)have thereby excuted Adultery, 
Thefr,Murder, or any other crime whartiocver, . 

For if our own Humane Reaſon be prejudi- 
ced, .and blinded with miſtakes and. erxours 
(the conſcience may be kept inviolable) and 
ty the man may run into any crimes that can 

thought on, and that with the greateſt con- 
fidence, and affurance of his eterna} happineſs. 

And yet I would faign know of our Politician, 
What civil Law can take notice of theſe Do- 
Qrines, of every mans being governed by his 
own conſcience or his own reaſon ? 

Oh! the bleſſed peace , and incomparable 
quier that would poſſeſs the world, if it was 
bur ſo wife to be governed by his Politicks,and 
would bur ler every one enjoy his own Religi- 
on | that 1s, if every man that hath itching 
ears was permitted to heap up teachers to him- 
{c]F according to his own lults ? 

G 3 What 
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What a ſort of old filly Fops are the Privy 
Councellours and States-men of all the Natt- 
ons of the world, to make fuch a ſtir for an U- 
nity in Religion, when (according to our Sir 
Pol.) a general toleration of all Religions 
had much waintain'd the peace of the 
world ? For who then = he) would quar- 
rel about matters of Religion? 

I think I have already proy'd that every 
body would, that is fincere in the profeſſion 
of any Religion whatſoever : for he muſt (if 
he be true to himſelf in his choice) chooſe that 
way of Religion, which he thinks the neareft 

moſt certain way to ineſs, and con- 
ly when he hath made that choxce, he 
miuſt think himſelf in a berter way to happineſs, 
then any other man that is not of his way, and 
by the {ame reaſon muſt eyery one that differs 
from him think him(ſ@[f in a better way then he: 
and would not thts gt laſt amount to continued 
diſputes and quarrels of every man againſt e- 
very man ? for would not charity oblige me 
even by force (if no other ways will dot) to 
compel others into my way, to prevent the 1m- 
runent danger of their ſouls, which I- muſt 
needs think them in, whileſt they continued in 
any other way of Religion > this muſt there- 
fore be the natural conſequence of things , if 
men be ſincere in their Religion. For it can- 
not beſaid that every man might be ſaved in 
his own Religion ; For this were to counte- 
nance 
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nance all the crimes in the world, and toprove 
that men might be ſaved, though they were 
guiry of all of them, as well as he that is inno= 
cent, fince I haye prov'd -ic poſſible that t 
might (nay probable that they muſt) be led in- 
to any villamues whatſoever, by their miltakes 
1n Religion: And laſtly,this would alfo undeni- 
ably follow from hence, (what our Author 
hath endeayoured to prove) viz. that 
oe » Turks , Heathens, and Atheiſts , are 

an equal poſſibility of ſalvation with the un- 
erring Chriſtian : and if ſo, then farewell 
Chriſtianity, 

Wherefore unleſsour Author could (by this 
new device of his, of every man's enjoying his 
own Religion) bring men unto the groſleſt hy- 
noctifie or Atheifin, he is never rhe nearer (6- 
curing the peace of the world from it, For 
have I not already prov'd, rhat if men ated 
according to their different Opinions in Reli- 
gion (which all thar are Religious muſt do,) 
that they muſt neceſſarily be led into ſuch a= 
ons as would diſturb, it or quite deſtroy, the 
Peace of our Nation, or any government 1n the 
whole world > I dare challenge our Author to 
ſhow me wherein I have fail'd in the proof of 
*, in thoſe examples I have given of the Sefta- 
ries at this preſent time amonglt us. 

But it may be he thinks, that if every man 
was permitted to enjoy his own Religion, this 
would ſoon reduce the world into Atheiim, 
| G 4 and 
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and perhaps he propoſed it to the world. tor 
that _ er mb; truly Iam very ape 
to believe it, and think I have reaſon enough, 
to do ſo: bur howeyer the miſchief is,that net=. 
ther would Atheiſm preſerve but quite deſtroy 
the publick peace, ( as I dare be to confidene 
toſay)] have already undeniably demonſtrated, 
Whar then remains ? bur that that he doth 
ngenuouſly acknowledge he was 1n an errour ;; 
and that he was led into it by an over-high con- 
ceit of his own parrs;methinks it would be a far 
ome teſtimony of his ingenuity then any he 
Sgiven, if he would labour ſpeedi:y to unde- 
celve (as far as he can) his unwary Rea- 
ders, who have been too much venom'd 
by his poyſonous aud pernicious opinions 3, 
by dealing honeitly and plain'y with them, 
and by explaining himſe.f in ſuch ſort, as that 
we may have no longer ju't reaſon io ſuſ- 
pet that the whole deſiga of his Boox was di- 
reCt'y intended again{t the Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline of the Church of England ; and indeed to 
pacronize all irreligion and Atheiſm, This con- 
{ideration I refer to the Gentleman's own great 
humiity and good nature : though(I mult con- 
feſs) I have bur lictie hopes that this advice will 
have any tolerable effeld or influence upon him, 
ſince he tells us, that it is as great a Martyrdom 
to acknowledge an errour, as it is to lay down 
ones lite for the Truth ; and Iam very confident 
this Author hath no great maw to Martyrdom, 
Where- 
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Wherefore 1 onely refer it to our Goyer- 
nours, Whether it is not neceſſary to make him 
do it ? Since therefore without Religion no 
Society can be preſeryed, and fince all confu- 
ſion would follow all Religions, and thar of all 
the Religions in'the whole world, this of our 
Church of Englind is the moſt peaceable in 
rs Doctrine, and moſt moderate in its Diſct- 
pline, Let all that love the Peace of the Nati- 
on joyn 1n our mutual prayers and endeayours 
for the Peace and Unity cf the Church, 

Bur theſe endeayours are all vain ( faith 
our Sir Pol.) for both reaſon and experience 
tells us, thar the hopes of Uaity in Religtonare 
impoſſible. 

Bur (I pray you Sir) what reaſ.n, what 
experience tells us ſo ? All the reaſon that I 
know of, -is only becauſe your Worſhip would 
have it ſo. Have we not ſuch laws, as if they 
were executed would eaſily guard our Religt- 
on, and preyent Schiſmaticks from making 
parties and faQtions in our Nation > Did they 
not do it in Queen Elizabcih's time, and at 
the firſtrerurn of his Sacred Majeſty tharnow 
reigns ? and what ſhould hinder but they 
might do it now, were there bur the ſame true 
Engliſh ſpirits to execute them ? Oh ! but now 
the SeCtaries are grown too numerous to be 
ſuppreſſed : But what's the reaſcn of their-en- 
creale amongſt us? was it: not becauſe our 
Laws (by a malevolent junchure of affairs) 
G 5 have 
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have been lately-laid aſleep,and were never yer 
awakened by a dueexecution of them ? Shall 
wethen becauſe they are numerous, ler their 
numbers (till encreale ? they muſt be ſuppreſ- 
ſed art laſt, or elſe all things muſt run into con- 
fuſion : AndI only defire our Engliſh Nobili- 
ty and Gentry (whoſe duty it 1s according to 
> bs oaths,& hts Majelttes late Proclamations 
roſee them executed) to conſider, that if they 
will not ſuppreſs them by the execution of the 
Laws, they will ſoon arrive at that heighth 
that the Long Sword muſt do it, or elſe there 
ſhall be no Government at all in our Nation : 
and when an Army hath once got into pay we 
know how hard it will be to get rid of it, and 
how dangerous it will prove to the Liberty 
and Propriety of the Subye<t, as well as to the 
Prerogatives of the Crown. For a ftandin 
Army is much like forreign Aids, which if 
they are Vitors, moſt commonly prove worſe 
to the Nation that they come to aſliſt, then the 
worſt of their Enemies. For they ſoon grow 
ſo inſolent, that the King himſelf mutt be ſub- 
ze to the Favourite-ofhicer amongſt the Soul- 
diers, and wear his Crown no longer then he 
pkaſeth: and all the Proprieties and Eſtates 
of the Subje&ts, ſhall be held in a new kind of 
$exnor in capite, ſo that they may be difleiz'd 
when our Lords of the Sword pleaſe, and that 
got by any Law, but only by plainforce. 

Bur netther 1s this true that they are ſo nu= 
me: ous as they ſeem to be, but that they 
| would 
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would as eafily decreaſe by a brisk execution 
of our Laws, as they did encreafe by their 
neglet, For the greateſt part of our Conyen- 
ticlers go to Meetings not out of any 
opinion in Religion , but to carry on ſome 
trade , or little intereſt and deſign , or to 
yindicate the reputation of their former rebel-- 
lious ations, which Reaſons would all ſoon 
ceaſe if our Laws were vigorouſly executed, 

For if we ſeriouſly take a view of our Na- 
tion, we {hill find that by our diviſtons, men 
rather turn Atheifls then Phanaticks ; and that 
out of pretence of going to private Mcetings, 
they onely take an occaſion to be abſent from 
the publick Congregations, and to ſpend the 
Lords day either in ſleeping at home, or elſe 
in their daily employments 1n the Field , or 
1m what is worſe, 1n Ale-houſes,in drunkenneſs 
and debauchery. For I can ſpeak it by my own 
fad experience, that in a place which hath been 
an ancient Seat of Diviſions ever ſince the late 
wars began, where they fee no probability thar 
the Laws ſhould be execured againſt them, a 
third parr at leaſt, if notone halt of the Pariſh 
are in their practiſe abſolute Atheiſts,and wor= 
ſhip God publickly no where atall, 

Theſe are the bleſſed and inevitable Effefts 
of ſeparation, and of cvery ones enjoying his 
own Religion ! 

I ſhall ſay no more concerning the poſſibt= 
lity of ſuppreſſing Diviſions amongſt us, but 
one]y propoſe thele few Queſtions. Firlt, 
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Firſt, Whether if the Presbyterians were by 
ſome expedient comprehenſion joyned with the 
Church, the Laws might not eaſily reclaim the 
relt-? 

«Secondly, Whether many are not diſſenters, 
becauſe they would pretend Conſcience for not 
paying Tyrhes > and whether ſuch a Law as 
ſhould compel them to pay all Tythes and Dues 
to the Church, would not reclaim many of 
them, and hinder a great many morefrom run- 


ning over to their party ? 


irdly, Whether ſome better proviſion for 
Vicars in great Corporation-towns might not 
much ſecure the Unity of the Church, by keep- 
ing the Clergy in a capacity to ſubſiſt without 
an abſolute dependence upon the people ? For 
hereby they would be encouraged to defend 
the Church and its Inſtitutious, withour fear 
of ſtarving themſelves and their Families : 
and would be kept from poverty and neceſſity, 
which brings a contempt not one!y upon their 
perſons but their profeſſions, and by conſe- 
quence upon Religion it ſelf, 

Fourthly, Whether the preſent and immi- 
nent danger of Popery and Atheiſm, may not 
be thought a ſufficient motive to the Presbyte- 
rians to joyn with the Church of England 
npon fair propoſals of a reconciliation ? 
And whether it won!d not be convenient t9 


+ make this the. firit Propoſal, that they ſhould 


firſt agree among(t themſclyes concerning thoſe 
things 
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things in which they would: be diſpensd 
withall ? 

-Fifthly, Whether they that ſhall perſiſt in a 
wiltul ſeparation after theſe Endeavours of 
Reconcliarion, ſhall not as juſtly deſerve to be 
quite put out of the proteCion of all the Laws 
of the Realm as the Clergy did, who would not 
take the Oath of Supremacy ? And whether 
this would not be the belt txpedient to re- 
claim them without giving cur Magiſtrates the 
trouble of executing the Laws againſt them ? 

Sixthly,, Whether the reviving of our Laws 
againſt B:alphemy and Atheiſm , Uncleanneſs 
and Debauchery , and profaning the Lords 
day, would not very much pur a ſtop to the 
growth of Schilm and Fa&tion amongſt us? 

But our Author anſwers all theſe Queſtions 
at once 3 For he tells us , that though they 
might be compell'd to an outward Unitormity, 
yer every publick diſturbance breaks all thoſe 
Bonds, and then ſuch compulſions begert and 
ripen all Diſorders, 

Is not the ſame thing always evident im all 
other. Laws whatſoever > Does not every Re- 
bellion break all the Bonds of Humane Society, 
and make Liberty to be the main pretenſe to 
draw in the people ? What then ſhall our Ma- 
giſtrates to prevent this pretenſe give every 
man a Liberty at all times to be govern'd by 
what Laws he pleaſeth, and fo at once cancel 
all the Laws of the Natzon ? Or will they not 


(nor- 
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( notwithſtanding this fear of begetring or 
ripening diſorders 1n times of publick diſtur- 
bance) rather endeayour to preterve the peace 
at ail times (as far as they can) by a due execu- 
ticn of the Laws? Why then ſhould this Reaſon 
hold ro deſtroy Religion by letting all men en- 
joy their own ? Are there not ten to one more 
Rebellions cauſed our of the pretenſe of Li- 
berty then of Religion > Or 1s it expedient 
that men be leftro their Liberty to defiroy one 
anothers Souls by running into Schiſm, Here- 
fie, Judaiſm, Infidelity and Atheiſm, if ſo be 
that they be refirain'd by Laws from injuring 
one another in their Goods and their Bodies ? 
Nay, would not all kind of preſent injuries to 
mens perſons in a ſmall time ( without a Rod 
of Iron) be the neceſſary and unavoidable 
conſequence of a toleration of all Religions ? 
Have I not atready demonſtrated that every 
mans enjoying his own Religion, would ſoon 
bring men either into Atheiſm or elſe into mu- 
tual and irreconcilable Diſputes and Quarrels 
which would deftroy all Government ? 

He therefore ( as his laſt ſhift ) ſeems to 
infinuate that this may be prevented by the 
manner of eſtabliſhing this Liberty in a Com- 
monwealth ( which he ſaich would require an 
entire diſcourſe by it ſelf ) when I ſee that dif- 
courſe,I ſhall conſider of it,and make no doubt 
to anſwer 1t fully, In the mean time, I ſhall 


enely te]l him this, That if he can propoſe ſuch 
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a way of an univerſal Toleration, that ſhall 
neither contradi&t his own Principle of every 
man enjoying his own Religion, nor require a 
ſtanding Army to keep the Nation in obedience, 
Erit mihi magn''s Apollo, For till I ſee it done, 
I muſt believe it ablolutely impoſlible. 
I have more particularly examined all that 
can appear with any ſhew of Argument for a 
eneral Toleration of all Religions ; becauſe 
ſuſpe& this is our Authors great Diana, even 
the main deſign of his who:e Book ; For it is 
printed in a diſtin Character from the reſt 
of his Book, that every man ſhould enjoy his 
own Religion, as though it was intended that 
every Reader ſhould take a more particular no- 
tice of thoſe words then of any thung elſe 1a his 
whole Book. 


His Fourth and laſt Argument or Defence of 
his Cauſe ( which he thinks ſo ſtrong that ir 
needs not the aſſiſtance of any other) I muſt 
beg his pardon, 2f I deal plainly with him, 
and tell lim that it is the molt ſenſleſs and ri- 
diculous conſequence that ever I met with in: 
my life, either 1n his Book or 1n any other, 

The ſum of it I ſhall as near as I can ſet down 
m his own words, vix. 
*- Itis impoſſible that ever any man ſhould 

* have been, is, or hereafter can be guided 

«* by any thing elſe but his own Reaſon, as 

* 1nall other how, ſo 11 matters of Re 

i lignc 0, _ 
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He faich it over again, and gives Reaſons 
for it, 
«I ſay impoſſible, For in all belief, and 
* in all other attions the laſt appeal is 
« tq© Reaſon, For I choole to believe this 
* or that Doctrine,. or to do this or that 
« Aftion, becauſe I have ſome Reaſon for 
«© it, 


Now the conſequence he aims at in allthis 
muſt be this or nothing to his purpoſe ; there- 
fore every man ought to be left onel i and whol- 
ly to his own Reaſon (as 1n all ocher things ) 
ſo in Religton, quietly to-enjoy his own, 

Now let us bur conſider how far men are 
left to their own Reaſon in all other matters, 
and it will ſoon appear that our Author hath 
overthrown his whole Book by this Argument 
which he thinks ſo impregnable a defence of 
lt, 

Fhe inward ſentiments of every mans Reaſon 
in all Aﬀairs whatſoever ( notwith?andin 
any Law ) are, ever were, and always ms 
be free. For nothing is freer then thought, 
All men are left ro their own judgments to 
think what they will of the wiſdom or folly, 
juſtice or injuſtice, convenience or inconvent- 
ence, of thoſe Laws they liveunder, becauſe 
1t1s impoſſible for men to know their thoughts, 
much more to reſtrain them. And hath not 
every man the-yery ſame Libeity in _—_—_— 

Relt- 
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Religion in the Church of England to think 


what he will of any of her injunctions 2 So far 
I ſuppoſe we are agreed. 

But now as 1n all other concerns though, 
men have a liberty to think what they pleafe, 
ſo long as they keep their thoughts to them- 
ſelyes; yer their words and actions are and, 
mutt be reſtrained by laws : becauſe by either 
of theſe che Commonwealth might be damni.- 
fied, and our mutual peace difturb'd. So in 
all concerns of Religion there 1s not , nor can 
be any reltraint upon our thouzhes, ſo long as 
we keep them within our own breaſt ; but if 
they ſhow themſelves in words or aCtions con=- 
trary to the Laws of the Church (becauſe the 
Unity of the Church and conſequently of the 


q S:ate is endangered, and mens eternal (alya- 


tion hazarded by the propagation of falſe Re- 
_ p* OPag 

ligions) therefore penalties arg abſolutely ne- 
cetſary to reſtrain mens words and aQions in 


} matters of Religion as well as in any other 


affairs whatſoever, 
Laſtly, As no furtheruſe of reaſon is or cars 
be allowed to every man in any Common= 
wealth in thoſe things which are determined 
by Laws, bur onely fo far, as to judge whe- 
ther he can or will obey them, or whether he 
will ſuffer the penalties of them : ſo no other 
liberty can be allowed in the Church to ev 
man, onely ſo far, as to judge whether it is 
molt reaſonable for him to obey her Canons 
or 


(162) 
or to ſuffer her Cenſures, and the penalties 
conſequential upon them : and asno good ſub- 
Je or member fit to livein a Commonwealth 
Can think this reſtraint unreaſonable in civil 
affairs, becauſe the peace of the ſociety does 
neceſſarily require it : ſo for the ſame reaſon 
ought no man to think ſuch a reſtraintunreaſon- 
able in religious affairs, becauſe I have already 
prov'd that an abſolute liberty in religion 
would be equally dangerous to the quiet of a 
Nation, as an abſolute licentiouſnels or free- 
dom from all laws. Neither is any mans reaſon 
reſtrained hereby, for he is left to his own free 
choice (as in all civil laws, fo in all laws of 
the Church) to conſult his own reafon, whee 


ther he will obey them, or whether he will - 


venture all the puniſhments of ſoul and body, 
whtch may be the conſequence of his conte 
and diſobedience, or whether he will quit the 
place where they are in force and execution, 
Wherefore there is no need of any alteration 
of the preſent State of the Church of England 
by lerting every man enjoy his own Religion, 
ro allow him the ſame liberty in Religion as 
he hath in all other matters. 
For as we ſee it evidently in the State, that 
was every man left free in every thing tobe 


guided by his own Reaſon only (the moſt of 


men being fo much blinded as they are with 
ignorance, paſſion and intereſt, &c. the which 


ey would neceſſarily miſtake for their Rea- - 


{on) 
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ſon) the whole Nation would be turn'd into 2 
Field of Blood, and an heap of skulls and dead 
mens bones; and in a ſhort time be rendred 
more deſolate then the habitations of the 
frerceſt beaſts, by- the frequent crimes of de- 
bauch'd perſons, was it not for the due execu- 
/ tion of wholſome- Laws to reſtrain their de- 
banchery : ſo in matters of Religion, if there 
were no laws to keep men in fac brnngs (but 
every man ſhould beeftto be guided onely by 
temks if) —_ the many miſtakes of his 
own Reaſon (which every man is ſubjeR to), 
the whole Nation would foon be oyer-ran- 
with our Authors good Clients, Jews, Turks, 
Heathens and Atheiſts, and by conſequencc, 
with Bands, Thieves, and Murderers, and all 
| kind of debauchees and Hedtors. 
For my part I amnot in love with ſuch com- 
any, and therefore do defire that men w__ 
held within the due bounds of Law : 
if this Gentleman be fo in love with them, that 
he would have them encouraged by taking a- 
way any laws that might reſtrain them, I ſhall 
leave it to our Governours to conſider, whe- 
ther 1t is reaſonable to grant him his requeſt : 
and whether he hath not well deſerved the 
publick thanks of the King and Privy-Council 


| and both Houſes of Parliament, for the great 


pains he hath taken in his Book, and for his 
molt ſate, moſt natural, and moſt peaceable 
Politick Propoſals he hath made in it, for the 

re- 
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reconciling all differences in matters-of Re- 
ligion > 

Thus I take my leave of this Author and his 
Book together ; onely adding this one word to 
him, that I have 1n no part of my Examinati- 
on of his Pamphler, ſaid any thing but what 
my own Reaſon dictared to me, and therefore 
he cannot be angry with. me upon. his own 
Principles, becaute I have guded my ſelf 
wholly by my own Reaſon, 

_ AndIamſure I ſhall never be angry with: 
my ſelf for any thing that I have here written, 
becauſe I know I have writ nothing but, what 
became an honelt Plain-dealing Countrey 
Gentleman, 

Wherefore (let the event be what it will), 
I remainfully ſatis:ied in my own Conſcience 
by having endeayour'd to do my duty, and to 
ſhow my {elf 2 ſincere lover, of Peace, Reli- 
gion, andthe true jnterelt of England, 


THE END, 
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Advertiſement to the Rea- 
der, and the Writer of 
Humane Reaſon. 


Onely defire that they would do me juſtice, 
in fully conſidering every Paragraph of Hu- 
mane _ with my particular Examination 
of it, and 1n comparing them imparrtially ; and - 
then let them cenſure me how they will, I ſhall 
not be much concern'd at it, but ſhall ſtill re- 


-MAn, 


Their humble Servant. 
A, M., 


